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The Firſt being the Hiſtory of Settlements for the 8 
of Ninety Years, from the eſtabliſhing of the Reforma- 
tion, Anno 1560, down to the aboliſhing of the Patron- 

ages, Anno 16493; all which Period, Patronages took 

4 ; Place, As alſo of Settlements from the Year 1649, when 

| Lhe Right and Power of Calling was lodged in the Kirk- 

ſeſſion, down to the Reſtoration, when RIAL oh 
again introduced upon this Church. 


The Second being an Account of the poor and 8 e 4 
Defence of the pretended Divine Right of the People, [> 
made by ſome who ſtile themſelves Proteſters againſt ' 
the Aſſembly 1732, in a Pamphlet, intituled, The mutual 
Negative to Pariſb- and W in the Hedtion * 
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The tlefion of Paſtors ſhould be mai. by thoſe, who 


ate Paſtors and Doctors lawfully called, and who can 
, try the Gifts neceſſarily belonging to Paſtors by the 
Word of God: And to ſuch as are ſo (N. B.) choſen; 
the Flock and Patron (N. B.) ſhould give their Con- 
ſent and Protection. Anſwer Minifters of Fife, Anno 
- 1597. Calderwood's Hiſt. P. 383. 5 
Upon the Preſentation of Patrons to the Viſitor, hre, with 
Conſent of the ſynodal Aſſembly of his Province, ſhall 
give Letters Teſtimonials to him that is preſented, law- 
* Impediments being taken away, at leaſt with Ad- 
vice of fix Miniſters within his Bounds; or that failing, 
of the next adjacent, to ke choſen in the ſynodal Aſſem- 
bly, providing always that the Conſent of the Flock, 
where be ſhall be appointed, be had, or elſe a reaſon- 
able (N. B.) Cauſe be ſhewed by them wherefore not. 


AA of Aﬀemb. , Anno 1576. 

The INTRODUCTION. 
Als firſt Part is particularly intended 
i to ſet right a good Number of chriſtian 
We; People; who have taken great Offence . 
at the Conduct of the Judicatories of 
chi- Church, in planting of vacant Pa- 
riſhes, now labouring under the Griev- 
ance of Pattonages, _= who have proceeded to ſuch 
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an unjuſtifiable length, as to ſeparate from thoſe Mi- 
niſters, who have been any manner of Way acceſſory 
to that Management. This your Schiſm is in a great 
Meaſure owing to the diviſive Courſes taken by ſome 
Brethren, who affect and court Popularity; not hay- 
ing any other Foundation to raiſe and build a Name 
to themſelves upon, they have, by their Sermons of 
late, very unſeaſonably, at ſacramental and other 
publick ſolemn Occaſions, and by their Writings, un- 
weariedly inculcated upon you, that in this conſtitut - 
ed Church, happily eſtabliſhed by civil Authority, 
the People bave a divine Right to ele and chooſe 
the Paſtors of their reſpective Pariſhes; that it is 
the Purchaſe of the precious Blood of our Redeemer, 
and a Legacy of his Laſt will and Teſtament; that 
it belongs to you as much as any Laird or Lord in 
the Land, to the meaneſt as well as to the Man with 
the Gold-ring. This is a Bait they have busked 
up to you, and which you greedily would catch and 
ſwallow down; for Power and Intereſt in a Pariſh is 
a ſweet Morſel to you, who never taſted of it be- 
fore; it is an advancing you to Honour and Reſpect, 
and a raiſing you to an Equality with the rich and 
wealthy, the great and honcurable ; and this being 
a Novelty you never heard of before theſe laſt twen- 
ty Years, it pleaſes and tickles you exceedingly 3 | 
this many of you call a Preaching of the Goſpel, 
tho' there is not one Word for it to be found in the 
whole New Teſtament ; and, as a ſuitable Return 
for this Honour put upon you, you make them your 
darling and favourite Miniſters, hold them in Ad- 
miration, and follow them as Rabbies and Mafters, 
tho*, abſtracting from this one Conſideration, they are 
Men, and Men of the like Paiſions and Failings 
with the other Miniſters ye caſt at, and inferior to 
them in miniſterial Gifts and Abilities for the Con- 
verſion of Sinners, and the perfecting of the Saints 5 
they tell. you, that the excluding you, by an AR of 
Aſſembly, Anno 1732, from the Election of a —. 7 
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| 5 
niſter is Popiſh and Antichriſtian; they go abeut 


ſtroling thro' the Country to have Opportunities to 


preach this from other Pulpits than their own, and 


their Emiſſaries ſend Notice to all the adjacent 
Parts of the Country before-hand of the Rour they 
are to take: They make yo: believe that the ſaid 


Act is contrary to, and a Defection from the Prin- 


ciples of the Reformation, and the publick Stan- 
dards of this Church, Which they ſay) expreſly af- 
firm, the neceflary Conſent of the People of a Pariſh 
$ in the Settlement of a Miniſter, even to the utmoſt 
* Extent that Words can make it, Defect. p. 32. You 
are aſſured, that the Pariſh have a Negative, not on- 
ly upon the Presbytery, ſo that they can't proceed to 
the dmiſſion and Ordination of a Perlon, tho' found 
to be ever ſo well qualified ; - but over the Patron 
himſelf, and the Laws giving him ſuch a Right; for 
it is laid, Tho' Patronage was retained, yet it was al- 
© ways frem the Reformation, and is till expreſly af+ 
$ fefted with the neceſſary onſent of both Pariſh and 
* Presbytery, Defef?. p. 47. That every fuch Settle- 
* ment, without the onſent of the People, is a Vio- 
lation of our Standards, Oaths and Laws; and there- 
fore evidently. a Sin, Deſect. p. 52. That the Re- 
* ftraint of the Peoples Right to elect was never from 
the Reformation ſo much as pretended in this 
Church; ' ſo it is afferted in theProtef of Miniſters 
and Elders, Anno 1732; That it is an Encroachment 
on the legal Rights of this Church to order Settle- 
* ments on Calls not ſuperviſed by the Presbytery or 
* Miniſters appointed to moderate, but atteſted by 


* Notars — Repreſentation of Miniſters and 


Elders, Page J. That Miniſters or  Probationers, 
© who accept, or ſhow a Willingneſs to aceept of Pre- 
© ſentations,' ſhould both be o facto ſuſpended, be- 
ing an unworthy and offenſive Practice, and ſo dan- 
& gerous,that an effectual Check ſhould be given to it, 

by not licenſing or ordaining ſuch as favour this ourſe. 
Repreſentation of Miniſters and Elders; Pag. 7; 8. 


But 
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But as | have demonſtrated, that there is no. Man- 
net of Foundation from the holy, Scriptures, for any 
ſuch pretended divine Right of the People to elect and 
chooſe the Paſtors of the Church; for which 1 refer 
my Readers to the Modeſt and humble Enguiry, and 

he publick Teſtimony made more publick: So I have 
given the Hiſtory of Settlements from the earlieſt 


Ages of the Chriſtian Church, down to the glorioun 


Reformation from the Romiſb Church - #nclufive : 
Whereby L made it evident, that thro all the Peri- 
ods and Centuries of that long Space of Time, the 
Prattice of the Church was ſo far from being friendly 
to popular Calls, that, it.carefully diſcouraged them : 
For this I direct you to my Continuation of the mo- 
deft and bumble Inquiry. And now, I am to give 
you. the Hiſtory of Settlements of Miniſters in va- 
cant Congregations in Scotland, from the Eftabliſh- 
ment of the Reformation, Anno 1560. when Patrons 
were by Law in the Poſſeſſion of the Right of Pre- 
ſentation, down to the Lear 1649, being the Space 
of 90 Tears; at which Time the Patronages were 
aboliſhed. From which it r that the 
People were never all that Time called no 
to give. their Vates in the Election; that written 


Presbytery,. or. moderated by any Miniſters by their 
Appointment, were then unknown, and never at- 
tempted 3, that during the faid Period, as the. Church 
gave no Countenance to ſuch Calls or Elections, ſo 
Pariſhes were ſettled on the Foot, of 8 3 
and the ſaid [Preſentations having, for ſome Time, 
been directed to, the Superintendent or Vifitor, and 
his Council, and afterwards. to the Presbytery, that 
the Perſon, preſented might be tried as to his Gifts 


and Qualifications ; they being found qualified, were 


ordained, to the Miniſtry in the Pariſhes to which 
they were preſented, after an, .ediftal Citation made 
ro the People, 10 give their Conſent, or the Reaſons 
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Further, 


r admitted 


Calls,ſubſcribed by the People, and ſuperviſed by the 
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Further, it will be evident from the following Hi. 
Rory, this burch did authorize the Acceptation of 
Phebooraribas, in fo far as Probationers and Miniſters, 
who got them, without any, Bluſhing or Shame, Of: 


fence. or Sin came to the reſpective Presbyteries, with 
the Preſentation in their Hands, and delivered them 
into the Hands of the Moderator or Clerk; the Pro- 
bationers craving the Presbytery to admit them to 
their Trials, 2nd, if found qualified, to be admitted 
to the Miniſtry, or to have Collation and Inſtitution. 
Which Preſentations the Presbyteries did accept; 
without any kind of ReluQance or Oppoſition, and. 
did accordingly proceed towards the Settlement, and. 
the Minifters craving to be tranſported and admitted. 
to the Pariſhes, to which the Preſentations did bear 
them, which likewiſe Fresbyteries did accept of, and 
without conſulting the People, or any previous Call, 
from them, Presbyreries did inſtantly order to be. 
done, and at * Time appointed the ediftal, 
Citation to be given to both Pariſhes concerned in the 
Form foreſaid ; only as to à Part of this long Period, 
vi. from the Tear 608 or 1606, When Epiſcopacy. 


began to be introduced in this Church, downward to; 


the Year 1638, when it was aboliſhed, I. ſuppoſe it; 
will be needleſs to produce Documents for that In, 


terval, it being fully known, that, Settlemente were; 
then made pleno jure patronatus. zadly. I am to 


continue my Hiſtory of e the Tear 
1649, when the Right and Power of Calling was 


lodged in the Kirk ſeiſion, ſhewing, That in thai: Pe- 


riod there were few or no formal Calls ſubſcribe] by 
the People, but only the Act of Seſſion electing this 
or the other Perſon extracted by the Clerk the reof, 
and laid before the Presbytery ; that the Seſſion met 
by themſelves alone, with a Minifter of the Prizsby- 
tery to conſtitute the Meeting, and ſuperviſe tl ze E- 
lection: That when the Heritors were admitted to 
be preſent, it was ex gratia; and the EleQjon being 
over, the Heritors were called in, and the E lection 


as intimated to them for = þ Conſent, but no In- 
timation at the Meeting to the People, bu only b 
4 poſterior edictal Citation from the Pulpit. Theſs 
two general Heads afford Matter enough for the fol- 
lowing Hiſtory, which I ſhall endegvour to write 
with that Candour and Honeſty, Ingenuity and Im- 
rtiality, that becomes an Hiſtorian, and « humble } 
Faquires afrer Truth . By which it will appear, that 
if the Judicatories of the Church in our Times, 
fince Patronages were reſtored in the latter End of 
ueen Anne Reign, are guilty of an Error, or a De- 
- feQion from Reformation - principles, or the Practices 
of our Reformers, as to Settlements, in the Cove- 
nanting Times, (which are war tiled the pureſt, 
and the firſt and ſecond Reformation, the Firſt from 
Popery, and the Second from Epiſcopacy ) they are 
not alone in this Error, but the Reformers themſelves 
were in it before them, and made greater Complian- | 
ces than any that are pretended to be made at this | 
preſent Time; and in Conſequence of this, it will 
appear and be evident, whether our Oppoſites on the 
other Side of the Queſtion have writ with Candour 
and Sincerity, or not; and whether they have impo- 
| ſed upon the credulous People, and deluded them by 
ſtrong Aſſertions, ſuch as I have mentioned alread 
in this Introduction, this is left to the candi 
and impartial Judgment of the Reader ; and there- 
fore 1 ſhall divide the firſt Part of this Treatiſe, be- 
canſe of the Order of Time, and for the Help of 
Memory, into ſeveral Sections. 
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SECTION I. 


Sewing the Conduct of our Church from the Teat 


1560, when the Reformation of Religion in Scot- 
land was eſtabliſhed, down to rhe Tear 1378. 

when the ſecond Book of Diſcipline wa approvert 
by Att of Aſſembly. ; | 


IN the Year 1550, the Parliament of Scor[and ſat 
+ down at Edinburgb, wherein were preſent fix 
Biſhops, twelve Abbots and Priors, nineteen Barls 
and Lords, with many Barons, and, as it is obſerved 
by Mr. Petrie, Hift. Pars 2. P. 219. none of the 
Commiſſioners of Burghs were abſent. And a Sup- 
plication of the Barons, Gentlemen, Burgeſſes, and 
other true Subjects of the Realm, profeſſing the 


| Lord Jeſus, for a Reformation of Religion being pre- 
ſented: The ſaid three Eftates of Parliament, after 


reading the Conſeſſion of Faith once and again, did 
ratify the ſame on the 11th of Auguſt, Year forefaid. 
In the 24th Day of the ſaid Month, they aboliſhed 
the uſurped Supremacy and Authority of the Pope, 
as contumelious to the eternal God, and very hurt- 
ful and prejudicial to the King's Authority, and Com- 
mon-weall of this Realm. And the ſame Day did 
annul all former Acts of Parliament for Maintenance 
of Idolatry, as not agreeing with God's Word, and 
contrary to the Confeſſron of Faith, nn 

The Council of Scotland having, on the 29th of 
April preceeding, given a Charge to ſome Minifters 


to conveen, and drew up in Writing a common Order 


for Reformation and Uniformity, to be obſerved in 
the Diſcipline and Policy of the Church; which was 


done accordingly by Mr John Winram, Mr. Jobs 
44 John Willock, Mr. John Donglas, Mr. 


ohn Row, and John Knox :' And having finiſhed 
that Work the zoth of Joy thereafter, they probes 


it to the Council for their Approbation, but did not 
obtain it till the 19th of Jaauary following, when 
they declared it to be good, and conform to God's 
Word in all Points, and ſubſcribed the ſame. _. 
This Performance is commonly called the Firſt 
Book of Diſcipline, In it thoſe fix worthy Reform- 
every ſeveral Congregation, to ele their Miniſter, 
Chap. 4. Sect. 3. but do not pretend, that it pertains 
to them as a divine Right, and give them only the 
Pofleffion of it for the Space of 40 Days ; and there- 


fore, if they are found i mor, they. transfer that 


Right to others: For in the Place cited they lay, 
Aud in caſe that they be found negligent therein 
the Space of 40 Days, the beſt reformed Chureh, to 
wit, the Church of the Superintendent, wich his 
Council, may Preſent unto them a. Man,. whom the 

Juage apt to feed the Flock of Chrift Feſus, wha 
muſt be examinated, as well in ye and. Manners, 
4 in Dactrine aud Knowledge. This Right which 
they gave the People being ſo reſtricted as to Time, 
was, in Effect, the giving them nothing at all. 
When the firſt Plantation of Miniſters and Super- 


ůüntendents came to be made, the worthy Authors of 
this Book of Diſcipline quickly found, that their O. 


inion could no: be reduced to Practice; for, in the 
Month of July, the Lords of the Congregation de- 


After the folemn Thaukſgiving in July, ib Comma 
obles. and Barons, _ 


were appoented to fee. the 14 Diſtrigution of . 


it related by Mr. Petrie's ing i Part 2. p. 218. 


frowers , Burghs, wth ſome 


fers as the moſt, Part ſhall think it expedient : 


sone was appointed to every chief Burgh and 
City"; they appointed Five, whom they called Super- 
 Mitendents. This Proceeding is exactly agreeable 


to the fri: Book of Diſcipline itlelf, Chap. 6. Seft. 


hr * 


saffirm, © That it appertaineth to the People, and to 


rm ind the firſt Settlement of Pariſhes, as we have 


* I © ; 
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2. And therefore, nothmg we deſire more cares * 
ban that Chriſt Feſus be univerſally once preache 
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thro' this Realm, which ſhall not ſuddenly be, un- 
leſi that by you ' 2.e. the Secret Council) Men be 
appointed and compelled faithfully to travel in ſuch 
Provinces as to them ſhall be ain d The Aſſem- 
bly nam'd and aſſign'd the Provinces, and the Secret 
Council appointed and compelled the Perſons to go; 
but neither of the two did wait for the Call or Elec- 
tion of thoſe Provinces  _ | 
Mr. Knox himſelf, in his Church Hiſtory, ac-/ 
quaints us, That when it was moved in the Afſem* 
bly, Anno 1561. that the Book ſhould be ' offered to 
the Queen, and ber Majeſly fhonld be ſupplicated to 
ratify it, the Motion N. B.) was rejected, aud 
the Cueſtion demanded, How many of thoſe that ſub- 
ſeriled to that Book would be ſulect to it? And 
Lethingroun ſaid ſcoffingly, Many ſubſcribe there 
in fide parentum, as Chilaren.'are 'baprized. ' And 
no Wonder that the Aſſembly did not agree to offer 
this Book to the Queen for her Ratification, for it 
had not the Approbation of that Aſſembly; but me» 
ny ſubſequent Aſſemblies made Appointments for 
reviſing the ſaid. Book, and nomingted Committees 
from one Aſſembly to anather  ſucceffively, to exa- 
mine the Articles and Heads of Policy, which never 
produced any AQ of Aſſembly ratify ing and a ppro- 
ving of the ſaid Book ; but all their Deliberations 


75 Reaſonings iflued in the Approbation of the ſecond 


Book of Diſcipline by the Aſſembly, 4uno 1578, 
the ordering it to be inſerted into the Regiſters 
Aſſembly, Anng 1581. This was fo evi ntly 


mage out by the Humble Inquirer, that ſome wha 

bad proteſted againſt the Aſſembly 1932, are in their 

SE Purual Negative, pag. 8. obliged to grant, that this 
firſt Book Discipline wants an AR of Aſſembly, 

| approving of it. 1 „ 


Nay, the Aſſembly 157: having appointed the 
lowing Committee, the Superintendents of Avgus 
and Fafe, . Mr. Knox, Mr. Robers Pont, and Mr. 
bn Row, to conceive ra and Foints tonchb- 
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ing Eceleſaſtical Juriſdiction; they did accordingly 
meet for that End, and the Heads they agreed to 
were Four in Number, as we are told by Mr. Calder- 
* ew004's Hiſtory, pag. 47. The Second of which is, 
' That the Kirk (N. B.) have the Election, Exa- 
minarion, and Admiſſoon of them that are to be 
ordatned to the Miniſtry, or other Functions of the 
Kirk, Charge of Souls, and Eccleſiaſtical Benefices, 
Suſpenſion and Deprivation from the ſame for law- 
Jul Carſer. Here, by the Kirk, cannot be meant the 
People, becanſe the Particulars mentioned in this Ar- 
tiele, in- Conjunction with the Election of Miniſters, 
are not competent to the People, but above their 
Sphere; ſuch as Examination, Admiſſion, Charge of 
Souls, Suſpenſion and Deprivation : And conſequent- 
Ty the Church-repreſentative or Miniſters, muſt be 
intended in this Article. Now two of this Commit- 
tee, 97. Mr. Knox and Mr. Row, had been Compo- 
fers of the firſt Book of Diſcipline, and yet they think 
At to give up with the Propoſition they had laid 
down in that Book, 'That it appertains to the People 
and every ſevera] Congregation; which makes me 

think they had changed their Mind. And I am the 
more confirmed in this, that Mr. John Knox did not 
follow out what was propoſed therein; for, in the 
Year 1572, he made a very extraordinary Step inthe 
Settlement of a Miniſter in the City of Edinburgh, 
of which we have the following Account given by 
Mr. Calderwood, ' Hiſt. p. 60. Mr. Knox wrote 10 
Mr. James Lawſon, Sul. principal in Aberdeen, 70 
haſten, left he come toq late, for he was nominated 
by himſelf, aud accefied by the People ( fo great a 
| Deference the People had to! Mr. Knox's Judgment 
and Choice) 70 be his Succeſſor in that Place. Upon 


the th of November he came down from the Tol- F 


Zoot h, where he lad been preaching to an Hundred 
Perſons, and admitted Mr. James in the Greas 
Kirk, and took Goodnight of the People: Here Mr. 
Knox acted alone, both in the Nomination and Ad: 
1 . | Miſſion, 


48 08 
miſſion, having Death in view; and apprehending 
that the Time of his Departure was at Hand, he left 
him as a Legacy to the ſaid City. 3 5 | 
The firſt Book of Diſcipline was the private Need 
of fix Reformers; and tho' it might have been much 
regarded by ſome, as being drawn up by Perſons of 
fo great Credit and Renown in the Church, yet the 
Aſſemblies never tied up themſelves to it. And 
accordingly the Aſſembly, Anno 1575. ordained, 


- * 


(Charge of a particular Congregation, to condeſcend 
the Morn, what particular Flocks they will accept 


left to the Flocks to elect thoſe far their Miniſters, 
but to the Biſhops ta chooſe the Flocks. In conſe- 
quence of this we learn from Mr: Calderwood's Hiſto- 

5 72. That in the ſaid Tear 1576. the Biſhop 


the Kirk of Dumblain was aſiigned to the Biſhop of 
Dumblain wir his own Conſens, Nothing is ſo 


theſe reſpective Pariſhes was ſo much as ſought or 
obtained. 1 v7 I | | 
In the ſame Year 1576, Mr. Calderwood's Hiſt. 
P. 71. informs me, that the Aſſembly having ap- 
inted ſome Brethrem to adviſe upon the Power and 
Furifaition, which ſhould be given by the Aſſem- 
bly to the Viſitors, they gave their Advice: One 
Article whereof was conceived and drawn up in theſe 
Words, Upon the Preſentations (N. B.) of Patrons. 
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enbiy of his Province, ſhall give Letters Teſtimo- 


ails to him that it preſented, lawful Impediments 


Veing taken a way, at leaſt with Advice of fix Mi- 
sſters within his Bounds, cr that failing of tbe 


providing always that the Conſent | of the | Flick, 
where be ſball be appointed, be had; or elſe (N. . 
| * 


That the Biſhops, which have not yet received the 


to take the Cure. Here we obſerve, that it is not 


ry | 
7 oſs had aſiigned to him for his particular 
Irk, with his own Conſent, the Chanonry of Roſs; 


much as hinted, that the Conſent of the People of 


#0 the Vifitor, he, with Conſent of the ſynodal Aﬀfe. 


\ next adjacent to be choſen in the ſynodal Aſſembly; 


bb 4 
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 # #eaſorable Canſe be ſhewed wheftfore not: From 
chis it appears, s clear as Day- light, that the Diſſent 
of the Flock was not a Negative upon the Viſitor 
aud his ſynodal Aſſembly, or the fix Minifters cho- 
ſen by the ſynodal Aſſembly, and that ir did not put 
4 Stop to the Settlement they ſhould make in the 
ſuppoſed Caſe of a Pre ſentation- n ek. 
Prom the above Paſſages of our Hiſtory, and the 
Facts therein condeſcended upon, it is evident that 
tho' fix reforming Miniſters had affirmed in the Bobk 
of Polioy, whereof they were the Authors, that it 
apperta ineth to the People, and every ſeveral Con- 
groegation to elect their Miniſter, yet as this Book 
never had 447 19 ren the Aſſemblies in this 
Period: So the Aſſemblies ated a Part oppoſite to 
this Aſſertion; and ſome of theſe Reformers them- 
ſelves did not follow it, and did alter their Sgnti- 
ments about it. „ NN ne 
And now when the Authority of an Ad of Af. 
fembly, approving this Book, cannot be vouch d; 1 
find ſome Proteſters in their mia Negateve, P. 9. 


going upon another Topick, is. a Subſcription of 


the ſaid Firſt Book, they ſay, That as the 
was compiled before we had any iſſemblies in our 
reformed Chareb, the firft of which was in De- 
cember 1560, and conſiſted only of a fer Members, 

theſe ſeem plainly to have execmed- their Approba- 
tion by a Subfeription of it, ar being a more asc 
cual Approbation than Act of Aſſembly. Bat 
the Members were not fo few as they repreſent thens, 
for Mr. Frrrie ſays, Hof. Part 2. P. 222. That there 


 evhrgeentd of Miniſters and Commiſcioners from e 


4 Per: 


Shires and Burgbit about the Number of 4 


_ ſons. They give it out, that theſe few ſu 
the ſaid Fook 
Error as io Faſt ; | find no fuck Thing 4 
giſter of their Proceedings. They add, That within © 
19 Months after this farft Afembly; we frud or 
Gig, Aano 1562. would not admit Mr. Alen 


ander 


in the Re- 


a ere —_— 


Mole who were of the Secret Council: And can ye | 
 Wrgue, That becauſe the Secret Council did 


© B 

ander Gordon, Biſhop of Galloway, 0 the Superin- 
tendency of that Country, till he ſubſtribed the ſaid 
firſt Book of Diſcipline; which ſhows it piaiuly 10 
have been the agreed Standard of our Church, & 
therwiſe Subſcription thereto could not have been 
thus demanded. The Voucher they bring for this 
is, What Mr. Calderwood obſerves in bis Collection 
of the Act of AJembly, relative to the Books of 
Diſcipline, p. 1. But I have conſulted the Acts of 
Aſſembly, which he bas collected at the End of bis 
Hiſt ry, and cannot fall upon it among them; how- 
ever, I find it in his Hiſtory, p. 32. where he ſays, 
That the Agembly 1562. would not acknowledge Ay. 
Alexander Gordon, Biſhop of Galloway, for a Super» 
intendent, nor admit him to that Charge, till they. 
umdorſtood that the Kirks of Galloway 'craved him 
to be their Superintendent, and till he ſubſtribe# 
the- Book of Diſcipline. In this Mr. Calderwood 


| labours under a Miſtake; for beſides that neither 


Spoteſwwood nor Petrie make any Mention of the Aſ. 
ſembly*: requiring him to ſubſcribe the 'Zook of Dis 
feipline, ſo ſuch a Demand was extremely needleſs, 
ſince he was one of the Secret Council, who ſubſcri- 


bed it about 19 Months before, Anzo 1560 | A 


Mr. Calderwood noticeth this, Hzſt, p. 30. and ic 


do Knox and Spotiſtvood. And I have been at the 


{Pains to conſult the old Regiſter of our Aſſemblies, 


ſubſcribed by Mr. Thoma Necholfon 4 and after my 
treading over the Actings of that Aſſembly in the 


Near 1562, there id no ſuch Impoſition mentioned, 


ye Proteſtors add, lac. cit. That this further. ab. 
ears from the many Sudſcriptious ſubjomned to that 


ook. But who are theſe? None other ſurely than 


| | wncil did approve 
it, and ſubſcribe their Approbation, ergo & Gene: 


Ja Aſſembly have ratify'd and approved of it ; ergo 
Fe General Aſſembly demanded this gy ge FP 
16 


ad tbe Secret Council did obey them. But this 1 
PR TION "es very 


i - 
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very illogical; and yet the like bad Logick they have 
in the following Paſſage, loc. cit. Now this further 
appears from the Conduct of our Church, with ves 
ect to the ſecond Book ; for after that, in the A 
fembly 1578. it was enatted, and the ANmbly 1581 
had appointed it to be inſert in the Regiſter. They 
further, in the Ajembly 1590. appoint it to be ſub- 
Jeribed by every Member of this Church. Now, if 
the Enatftment and Regiſtration had been thought 
the higheſt Ratification of our Church, it is plain 
the Subſcription would have been idle and unnereſ. 
ſary, becauſe the higheſt Ratification is incapable of 
amy Acceſſion from an Inferior. (To inforce this Ar- 
gumeat yet more, they might have added, That the 
Subſcription of the ſecond Book was enjoined upon 
the Pain of Excommunication, to be executed on the 
Non-ſubſcribers, Arno 1560. Se: 20. and upon the 
Pain of 40 Pounds, A4Jemb. Anno 1591. Se 4.) 
But before I notice how illogical the Argument is; 
I muſt nor paſs an Error as to Fact, which is, That 
the Aſſembly 1590 appointed the ſecond Book to bo 
ſubſcribed by every Member of this Church. This 
is an Untruth; for it only extends to all that have 
born Office in the Miniftry within the Kirk of this 
Realm, or preſently bear, or hereafter ſhall bear Of- 
fice therein. Now, an the Appointment by the 
 Aﬀetably upon all Miniftets to ſubſcribe the ſecond 
Book, the Conſequence is good; ergo, that ſecond 
Book had the higheſt Ratification. But does it fol- 
low, that becauſe that ſecond: Book had in, ergo the 
Firſt had it? By no Means; for it was never otdain- 
ed by any Aſſembly to be ſubſcribed by the Miniſters! 
of the Church. IL doubt nothing but the fix Mini- 
ters who compoſed it did ſubſeribe it, as appears 
from the End of the firſt Book; but then the Oecaſi- 
on of it was, their preſenting it to the Secret Council 
| by way of Petition, to have their Approbation. 
The Proteſters in their Mut. Neg. F. 23. being dif 
dent of the above Argument, as it would appear 
* 6*"S 


W 
yet ſay This z#s Hill undeniably evident, that this 
ah Chapter of this firſt Book, concerning the AA. 
miſſion of Miniſters, waf the eſtabliſhed Ruls of this 
Church, from the Act of Aſſembly, Anno 362, 
awhereby it 45 appointed, That Iibibirion be made 
againſt all and ſundry Miniſters then ſerving in the 
Church, who had entred into their Churches, con- 
trary ro the Order appointed by the ſaid Head of 
the Zelt Book of Diſcipline, concerning the lawful 
Election of Miniſters. But as tb this Addition, vis. 
contrary to the Order, &c. they have no Founda- 
tion or Authority for it; wherefote I ſhall ſet down 
that Act as it is in the Regiſters of Aſſemblies, from 
which it will appear, they make no Reference at all 
to the firſt Book of Diſcipline. &. z. halden at 
Edinburgh, 19th December 1562. The Kirk pre* 
fently afembled, ordains Inhilitions ſhall be made 
r all and ſundry Perſons now ſerving in the Mi. 
niſtry, who has entred, being ſclanderous before in 
Doctrine, bar not ſatisfied the Kirk Secondly; 
That has ndt been preſented by the People, or ant 
Part thereof, to the Superintendent ; and he, after 
Examination and Trial, has nos appointed them 
to their Charges; and this Act to have Strength as 
well againſt theſe that are called Biſhops, as others 
pretending to any Miniſtry in this Kirk. Where 
there is no ſuch Reference as the Proteſters make; the 
Grounds of the Inhibition were, their being lan» 
derous in Doctrine, and their not being tried "oe 
viouſly to their Entry into the Miniſtry: And «> 
to theſe Words, Not being preſented by the People, 
or ane Part thereof, this is ſo doubtful and looſe, 
that nothing can be made out of it; for this will ju- 
ſtity Settlements made now by. Preſentations, with - 
td Concurrence of a Part of the People. 5 
| The Proteſters are pleaſed to mention another 
AR of that Aſſembly, to ſhow that the fourth Chap- 
ter of the firſt Book of Oiſcipline is the eftubliſhed 
Rule of this Church. Mut. arg: PD. 23, 24. viz. Trat 
; A 
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former, as 7 yay 2 


ut [ all tranſcri As. ron is in the 
of our N A zoth Dec 1 
he Kirk preſently alle abt gives Porer to. ce 
_ Oy Superintendent, 2115 their on Bounds in 
embligs Synod ir A of. the mk 1 
the Elders aud Miniſters of. 1 1 to 8 
9 the eo Kirk 10 ai er, 4s. they. 
the and in like manner, 82 5 
be Miniſter Ja 2 45 to obey the . aud, 
mmandment of the Superintendent. Thus it is 
now exident, that jo this AQ, there, is no Referen 
any Order of the firl Book of Diſcipling: 
3G fer ve, that in the fifth deſſian, it is — 


Ex Order ſhall be kepi. in ee 


amenti, aud Solemuization Mary's 
ATE according 7 ; 


Rok of of e Fig 


121378 
10 eP Wine in Meter, qod 
ec 


e 
-ond Volume of the Colle on, of 


Now ſince the firſt Book of Diſcipline, 
2225 14. gives Directions as to the ple Cop. 
Geeranients, and Solemnization. of Marriag . 
urials, as well as the Book of ks: ; ADK inc e 
| . refer to the Book 4 in that, 
3 not to the firſt Book of Diſcipline, this is. 
3 that they were careful the 7 
— de any Thing that might be 
probation of the ſaid firſt Book, of | 
in the Continuation P. 107, 188. IE: 
Conſiderations on theſe two A f We 
VADER wy Renders 59 them in wood 
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Giving the Hiſtory of Settlements made in this Church 
2 the Tear 1578, when by AG of Aſſembly 
Vn che fail Tear, the ſecond Book of Diſcipline 
wt Approten, Hown ro the Year 1606, when E. 
* Poſeopary ta introduced. 


1 HAT we may have à clear and diſtinct View of 


the Sentiments of our Church, as to the ſettlin; 


of vacant Pariſhes in this Period, there are two Point 
mentioned in the ſerund Book of Diſcipline, whi 
| KF muſtbe carefully attended to by all, others fe the 
| will and themſelves to be in a Labyrinth, out 
| which it will be hard to extricate themſelves ; and 
| this Church will ſeem to be inconſiſtent with herfelf, 
As fo her Sentiments in theſe Times, if they are 
k — carefully diſtinguiſhed. The firſt is — 
| Patronages; and the ſecond concerning Intruſion. 
As to the firſt of theſe, viz. Patronages, concerniny 
which it is faid, ſecond Book of Diſcipline, Chap. 
Tz. I 10. That the Ortter which God's Ward craves 
cannot Hand with Patronages and Preſentations to 
Benefices tiſed in the Pope's Kirk, (3. e. in the Ro- 
1 5 Church) here they do not abſolutely condemn 
Pat es und Preſentations ; but with a Qualifics- 
tion and Limitation, as uſed (N. B.) in the 'Pope's 
Kirk; for the Aſſembly that approved the ſecond 
Book of Diſcipline, knew that a prior Aﬀembly, in 
che Year 1565, had declared their Willingriefs to 
fubmit co them, providing that the Perſons preſented 
YL N fUblecied to the Trial of che feurted Men bf 
Ae Kick: For the G. en 
ee ft i chin 
tit n0wvays Yeaſo 
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i minded to retain a good Part of the Benefices in 
Ber own Hands to. ſupport her common Charge, &c. 
To this, that Aſſembly gave the following Reply, 
Our Mind is not, that her Majeſty, or any other 
Patron of the Realm, ſhould be defrauged of the 
(N. B.) juſt Patronage : Aut we mean,whenſoever 
her Majeſty, or any other Patron, do preſent any 
Perſon to a Benefice, that the Perſou preſented ſhould 
be tried and examined by the Judgment of learn- 
ed Mon of the Kirk, ſuch as are preſently the Su. 
perintendents appointed thereto; And as the Pre- 
ent ation of Benefices (N. B.) pertains to the Pa- 
rrons, ſo ought the Collation thereof ky Law and 
Reaſon appertain to the Kirk ; of which Collatzon 
the Kirk ſhould nat be defrauded, more than the 
Parrons of the Preſentation ; for otherwiſe, if it 
ſhall be leiſom to the Patrons abſolutely ta preſent, 
ephomener they pleaſe, without Trial or Exvamina- 
tion, what then can abide in the Kirk of God, 
but meer Ignorance, without all Order, &c. Here 
we ſee what the Church wreſtled for, as what would 
give Satisfaction and Eaſe to them, dis. that Per- 
ſous preſented ſhould be ſubjected ta a due Trigl 
by competent Judges; this they conceived ſecured 
Pariſhes from having inſufficient Teachers ſet over 
them; this is what we now enjoy in a moſt ample 
1 without the leaſt Attempt offered by an 
at ton to defraud us of : But ſhould a national Al- 
ſembly in our eriſtick Times, go ſuch lengths, as the 
 forefaid Aſſembly . and make ſuch Conceiſions; 
this would be conftriifted to be little leſs than He- 
teſy, and the Cry of the Church's being in Danger 
would be heard every where. It would ſeem that 
Patrbnages and Preſentations te Beneſices, even after 
the Reformation, were uſed much after the fame |} 
Manner, they had been in the Pope's Kirk, for Mr. 
 . _Calderwoed's Hit. p. 32. acquaints us, that in the 
. Aſſembly 1562, 28 was laid to the Charge of the | 
Superintendent RY Angus, that there we; þ 
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Popiſp Prieſts, unqualified and of witions Life ad. 
mitted to be Readers of Kirks within his Dioceſe 3 
that young Men were admitted (N. B.) raſbiy to be 
Miniſters and Exhorters without that Trial and 
Examination, which i, 2 red in the Book of 
Diſcipline. Now in the ſaid Book of Diſcipline, 
Chap. 4 the worthy and renowned Authors, direct 
that the Perſon preſented, or that offereth himſelf 
ro the Adminiſtration (i. e. the Service) of the 
Church, muſt be examined by Miniſters and Elders 
of the Church, and that openly and before all that 
laſt to hear, in all the chief Points that now be in 
Controverſy berwixt us and the Papifts, Anabaptiſts, 
Arians, or other ſuch Enemies to the chriſtian Re- 
ligion. The Aſſembly, Anno 1576, appointed ano- 
ther Method, vis. that Preſentations be directed 
to the Viſors with their ſynodal Mmbly. And 
in Aﬀembly, Anno 1378, they order Preſertations 
to be directed to the en of the Kirk, 
which was much the ſame with the former. ln the 
Year, Auno 1581, they propoſed another Method 
for aſcertaining the planting of Kirks with well qua- 
lified Perſons, and offered their Advice to King 
— te direct Preſentations to the respective 
| Presbyterzes, and at the ſame Time craved that Pre- 
lacy be diflolved ; but nething like that is asked 
| with reſpect to Patronages. In the Aſſembly 382, 
in the Articles preſented to the King, they propoſed 
another Regulation to be made as to Patronages, and 
cra ved that ub blank Preſentationſ be given (a Thing 
then in Practice aud that fuch be cbiefty regarded, 
er who by : resbyteries and Univerſities ſhall be recom - 
at ended to the King or other Laick Patrons. Now 
er if ſuch were chicfly to be regarded, the Thought of 
the People's haviog a Negative, either on the Pres- 
bytery, or on the Patron, was not at that Time of 
ay caſt up or inſiſted upon. In the Year 1584, 
Things took 4 Turn to the worſe, for a ſhort Time, 
dy the Change of the Miniſtry 3 and Wang 
a $, . | taxing 
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taking this under their Conſideration, ranted Com- 
miſſion to Biſhops and other Junger 15 ercle/Miftic; cal 
Cauſes 'to 'recorve his Highneſi's Preſenrütibn b 
Benefices, and to give Collation thereupon, Kult 
Put an Order in All ecileſia Mien Tauſes. 9 1 5 
I find recite in the Act, Anno 15942, cab 
Presbyterian Government: Bir the faid Ac, 
7584, being difagtebable te the Church, dur A 
blies went on with their Petition they ta + re 
formerly, 98. that all Preſentatiom in Time 
ing be directed to Presbyterics; und herein ow, 
po Importunity, 'they at Taft prevailed; for the. 
rliament, uno 1592, granted fo reaſonkble d. 
re, and did abrogate, cuſs and untul the Act bf 
Parliament, Anno 1584. Thus: o learn, how un- 

S they were 3 their O NO 0 1 

as they were uſed in the Tope's 3 And 
that they were willing to ſubmit to Errſeneärſond, 
Dyidin 2 that the main Thing Were ſecured, 27%, 

e ſettling of Parifties with Perſihh Ju is my 
and Merit. to take the "Cha of them; th 


was the greateſt and beſt ice 8 A embiics 

Ale to to 3 Art d were a i ; Fr 
now tho Prerby es 1 

2 bye the bet qu alified Perſons Kerlea, 29 bor 


| Miniſtry, it would be n ng 
ont to the horch of Chriſt in this Land, 
But alas Humour and Faction bear the "Sway 3 


6018 all. | 
The 219 Point which 1 faia needed-much Wb | 


order to a t ungderſtanding of the ! 
Is | Pobiod, 15 e Sy 1 


15 yo "ie lie 
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Poice of t 2 1. the e 
in * e of ch 5 non 
eurrudes "upon. an Congregation, \ either tbe 
Prince ar any inferzor Perſon, without lawful K. 
igen, nt of. the People over whom t 
Perſon bs, 22 Hare 8 Compoſers ſeem to b 
at an Uncertainty about this Matter; at leaft. they 
vary and change their Expreſſion very confiderably; . 
For in the former Faſſage it is diejunctive; ſo that 
a Perſon was put into a Faxiſh, either N 
the Vote of the Fu i. 8 the 
dr 2 contrary to the vill of the Congr 
. ther o * 5 o by the Paſſage was — 


ed to be an Intr ut in the larter Paage it 
; Dip. law ful 1 Ele&ion, (N.. Jud Aar 


the People: 80 that unleſs a Pe ad be 
into a Pariſh 3 both the 0 it was — 8 
> n an Intruſſen. Here la 1 1 . is 


Fa with tha Noyes of the BllcyÞip ip ap | 7 8555 
e 5 now thi ing expreſſiye of t 
8 2 2 Con ee upon. 92 8 dab up 
de 0 und rand it as correRory of the former, 8 
be the * corre and exact of the ig So Fg 
this is agreed to, as every impartial 3 
Aetermine, we have the Com poſers defining gra. 
What is an Intruſion that was iy the Rom? 
nd eng every Proteſtant Church will i nv igh'a 
| we, 148 a Ferſen is thruſt into a 7 h- 
Election of the Presbytery and t Ic. AE 
18 People ; for the Presbytery 11 to 
went the e after ek Tri and E - 
tion of hin him to be inſufficient 9. 
4 alifcd, 18 19 Account of Ignorance, or ow : 
Fite * are, Ion, other Intrufions wh Mon, | 
che ſecos Boob. s Diſcipline ; 8 ; as F. irſt, Whey © 


2 . the Office of a public 
Wcacher in et Chuce and did run not being ny 2 
bis is alſo condemned Chat. 4. Se. by thats 
| Yards, No Mar ought to Fu 22 a 
| L 
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ready ſettled with another Paſtor. Th 


another Intruſion mentioned by the fi#f? Book of Diſ- 
pelling the Pariſh, or congregation 


* 


bf it. It is an Intruſion: But then they will 
2 they ſay, loc. cit. Violent (N. B.) Inrrulion we 


People, 


' them, w 
fotcing a People to admit 'a Perſon _ Ro] 3 
mination. Now then this being ſo fairly 


of violent Intruſions of Miniſters upon” Pariſhes,” byf 
Fresbyterles, or Committees of Synods or Coramiiny 


%. 


ought rb be intruded, or Plated in the Places ( Spo- 


Plates) already Planted, or in itiy Room that 


9 
en N ; 
phos Office without lawful calling. adly. It wei an 


ntruſion, when one t1ruft himſelf upan a Pariſh al“ 
t N Nis müch dif- 
approven, (Haß. 3. Sect. 3. when it is ſaid, None 


iwood's History hat it, Piaced in the Miniſtry in 
vaiket not, for any worldly Reſpett. But there is 


ciplinr, Chap. 4. Sect 4. were the ak of com - 

| f Chutch, to re- 
ceive him. There it is ſaid, F hzs Doctrine be 
Jound wholeſome. and able to inſtruct the Simple, aud 
N Church can juſtly reprebend nothing in his 
Life, Doctrine, nor Utreranct, then we judge the 
Church, which before was deſtitute, unreaſonable 
F they refuſe him whom the Church did offer, and 
that they ſhoula be compelled by the Cenſure of the 
Council and Church, to receive the Perſon appoint- 
ed and approved by the Judgment of the 6540 and 
Learned. This is really an 1ntrifion againſt the 
Will of a refractory and unreaſonable People. 
But the worthy Compoſers of that Book alle, 


not ſuffer it to be called a violent lnttufion, when 


call nor, when the Council of the Church, in the 
Fear of God, and for the Salvation of the 
2 to them a ſufficient Man to inſtruct 
they ſhall not be (N. B.) forced 10 Au. 
mit before juſt Examination. ' Here they alſo tell 
us What they reckoned violent Intruſion, 924. the 


| | ated, the 
leud Complaints in our Days muſt be without Ground, 


dns, appointed in Bhunc effeffum : For ſuch Com 
Plaigers are put to the Defiance to aſſign any 2 
* 1 | 1 % d " A vs ari 
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hat is it thatit propoſeth ? Is it not that a A 
be had to the Congregation in preſenting ſuch? 


25 
Pariſh, on whom the Judicatories of the Church 
have uſed ſuch Violence, as to force them to admit 
a Perſon before juſt Examination. I expect now 
that ſome, if they can be put to the Bluſh, will be 
aſham'd now to throw up, this Paſſage any more, 
till they be able to anſwer the Defiance now given 
them. But that I may till act the Part of an impar- 
tial Inquirertafter Truth, and. diſintereſted Hiſtorian, 
in relating it, there is one Thing that ſeems to be 
of Moment, dis. That the Aſſembly 1638. puts the 
Buſineſs of lutruſion upon this alone, when. it is con- 
traty to the Will of the Congregation: This is Ac, 
S 23, 24. Sui 17,18. anent the Report oſ 
the Committee appointed for conſidering what Con- 
ſtitutions were to be revived, or made ,of new, they 
proponed a good Number; the Twentieth is anent 
the preſenting, either of Paſtors, or Readers and 
School-maſters, ,,to' particular, Congregations, That 
therk be 4 Reſpedi had to the Congregation, and that 
no Perſon be iutruded in any Office of the Kirk con- 
tram to the Will of: the Congregation to which they 
are at pointed. As to this Article it, is ſaid, The 
Afembly allotwerh this Article. This, I, find, brought 
forth by the Proteſters ip their. Mutual Negative, 5. 
44. whore,Taficr,theig, laudeble. and uſual Hagge 
they cite only the laſt Clauſe, Aud thats no Perſon, 
&c, But had they ſet down the Article itſelf, in. the 
very Words in which the Committee had conceived 
it, and the, Afembly's Deed allowing it, it, would 
have been'eyident that it made little for them: For, 
what does this Article go upon? Is it not upon Rea» 
ders and School - maſters, as well as Paſtors? And 


nd 


4 ho would not allow this, that the Patron who pre- 


ſenta thoſe, Paſtors, Readers and School maſters, 


& ſhould have a Reſpect to, andi a due Conſideration 


of the Pariſhes to Which they are appointed? Again, 
what more is it that they propoſe to the . 
| 189423900.) „F o, 
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do; in the Preſentation of the foreſaids, but to ma 
unge his Preſentation of them, ſo. that. none of them 


be inttuded in any of theſe Offices of the Kirk contra 
to the Will of the Congregation ? And what is it 

at the Aſſembly docs s to this Propoſal? Is it any 
other Thing, but that they allow it? Aud who would 
not ? le this any Thing 'of- Srreſs or Moment to be 
laid hold on? Could they do any Thing leſs ? For 
it is cextainly ad bene ee, i. e. to the Comfort of Pa- 
ftors,” Readers and School-maſters, that they come 
into Pariſhes with their Good will and Liking. Is it 
poſſſble to think, that any Th ipg ſtrong, with reſpeRt 
to the Admiffion of Minifters, is here defign'd, when 
they ate put inthe ſame Level with Readers and 
ooFmatters ? Did erer any think before this 


that « School- maſtet, preſented by a Patron contrary 

to the Will of the Pariſh, is not Schook maſter of it? 
IF not, then as little van it be thought as to « Mini- 
fer. | Let me again demand, Is it the abſolute Will 
A Pariſh or Congregation, a Will that is moſt po- 
tive, and moſt unreaſona ble, that a Reſpect᷑ is to be 
had to, and that muſt not be compelled or forced ? If 
ſo, then it is no other than an unmanageable Beaſt, 
no better than that Monſter of abſolute Power, they 


3s it that makes the Will of a Congregation to be 4. 


- . Sainſt 4 Perſon preſented to them? Ie it fimply that 


E. 1s pteſented? But has not the Church all along 
ſubmitted to this? Or, is it that the Preſentee is lo 
ecrxiwiagl as to accept of a Preſentation? But has not 
the Church in the pureſt Times countenanced this, 
48 J ſhall narrate and vouch after this? Or is it, that 
* dee has ObjeRions againſt his Doctrine, 
Life and Utterance? Ts rt this that makes a Congre+ 
'pation ubwilling ? Then they are right to be unwil- 
ling; and in this they are founded upon the rt 
Book of Diſcipline, Chap. 4. Scr. 4. above cited. 
But row I hope that it will be conſidered where this 
lande, even in this, That the Congregation * give 
4 4 evant 
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Paragraph Chap. 7. abovementioned, ſpeaks of Char- 


A - 


- 


relevant Rea ſons of their Refuſal, according to many 
Acts of Aſſembly cited, and to be yet cited in this 
Performance: An1 if fo, all is yielded that ever was 
contended for. And if this ſhall not yet be yielded, 
the Will of the Congregation is no better than the 
Monfter of abſalute Power. 281 e 

To theſe two Points, which I have ſo fally dif-: 
cuſſed, Lam to ſubjoin an Account how the Authors 
of the ſecond Book of Diſcipline varied in their 8en- 
ti ments (concerning this Matter) from theſe of the 
Compolers of the f:r ſt Book:' Our Church being ſen- 
fible that the Mind of the fix worthy Reformers, 
who compoled the firſt Sooł of Diſcipline, was not 
taking, vis. T hat it appertaint to the People, and 
every ſeveral Congregation to elett their Miniſters ; 
The ſecond Book of Diſcipline did place this Power 
of Election in the Hands of the Presbytery, Chap. 7. 
Sect. 15. The Power of the Election of them, who» 
bear eccleſiaſtical Charges, pertains to thir kind e 


8 AJembly (i. e. to the Presbytery, as the following 


Words explain it) within their own Bounds, being 
well erefted, and conſtitute of many Paſtors and El. 
ders of ſufficient Ability. This by no Means is an 
Blection to the Miniſtry in general, for Chap. 4. 
Leck. 2. this is provided againſt by theſe Words, 
T hey that are called to rhe Miniſtry, or offer theni- 
ſelves therennto, ought not to be elected, without 4 
certain Flock be affeened unte tbem. Beides, the 


ges within the Bounds of the Presbytery, and gives 
the Power of Election of Perſons to their Charges, 
to the Presbyteties that are well conſtitute. When 


then this Election was made _ Presbytery to 
& ſuch and ſach Pariſhes, the Perſons were to be offer- 


ed to them for their Conſent, and if they did not 
ve it, they were obliged to give x Reaſon of their 
efuſal. And this is what | conceive is to be meant 
by the Conſent of the People, in the ſecond Book of. 
Diſcipline, a when it aſſerte, Chap. 3. Seb. 4. 
: 3 DT N be” Ca ER D 4 • vcytT That 


cape 2 all; SOABB LL): | 3*:agrole 
That the Election is #he'icboofing out of a Perſon or 
"Perſons moſt able to the Office that vaikes by the 
Frudgment of the Fldedſhip. (i. e. Presbytery) and 
Conſent of the Congregation; and Chap. 12. Sefi. 9. 
where lawful Election and the Aſſent of the Peeple 
are diſtinguiſhed, they having given the lawful E- 
lection to the Fresbytery, in the forecited Paragraph. 
And that if this Conſent was refuſed, it could not be 
_ = Negative upon the Pregbyrery's Election, or the 
Patrone Preſentation, is what I am now to clear from 
aur Hiſtories and other proper Vouchers, from which 
it will be evident, What the conſtant Practice of the 
Church in this Period was, and that their uniform 
Practice in this Matter is a juſt Commentary upon 
theſe and other Paſſages of the ſecond Book of Dif 
cipline: And that fince this iecond Book had not 
only the Rat iſication of an AA of Aſſembly approv- 
Ing it, but che higher Natification by ordering all 
the Miniſtere of the Church to ſubſcribe it; the 
true Mind of the Church fer this Period is to be 


learned from it. A 
II hall begin my hiſtorical» Narration, with the 
Act of Aſſembly held at Dundee 1580, the Tenor 
whereof follows, Fora/mnchas the Office of a Biſhop, 
as it it now uſed, and commonly taken within this 
Realm, hath no ſure Warrait, Authority nor good 
Ground out of the Scripture, but ig brought in by 
the Folly aud Corruption of Mens Inmentions, to 
the great Overthrow. of the Kirk of God; the whole 
Aſſembly of the Kirk in one Voice, after Liberty 
given to all Men, ta reaſon in the Matter, none op- 
foning himſelf, in defending the ſame pretended O, 
fice, uſed and termed as is aboveſaid, unlauſul in 
the ſelf,. as having neither Fundament, Ground nor 
Warrant «within the Word of God; and ordains all 
frch Perſons as bruik, or ſhall: brutk hereafter the 
Said Office, (hall be. charged - ſimply to demit, and 
leave off rhe ſame, as an Office, whereunto they are. 
' wat called of Goa; and: ſuch like to deſiſt and 72 
yo. rom 
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ſrom all Preaching . g the Sacrament, 
or. uſing. any. Way the Office of Paſtors, white they. 
receive de e from e 
bly, under the Pain of Excommunicatzon te be uſe; 
againſt them ;; fee found ue 


on contraditt this Act in any Hint, he Seutepces 0 

Hxcommunigation, after due Aameni ions, art td be. 
executed againſt them. Here is form ing Aſſem- 
bly, purging the Church from Biſhops, aod diſcharg- 
ing them to exerciſe ang Part of the paſtoral Office, 
upon the higheſt. Paine, til they receive a ne Ad- 
mi ſſion from the Aſſembiy ; rom hieb it natively 
follows, that when an a ſhould give them 
new Admiſſion, they might h Virtue thereof eier: 


ciſe any Part of the paſtoral Mice in the Church, 


and yer there is no Manner of ,Pravigten made for 
their obtaining the previous Content ar” Call of Pa. 
riſhes, and that the People had, no ore in this 
Caſe allowed to them, but Liberty to oppone, as is 


clear from what the Aſſembly did in the Year 1586. 


la the Year 1586, Mr. Calder wood Haſt. p. 197. 
relates a Conference held between ſome appointed 
by the Council, and ſome of the Miniſters, where it 
was agreed, Thar he (4. e. the Biſhop) ſhall be ap- 
pointed to a ſpecial Work, where he ſhall make. Re- 
ſideuce, and there ſerve the Cure as a Miniſter, pro- 
dediug always, that the particular Flocks being forg- 
warned, have place to oppone, as in the Eleftion, 
of others Miniſters. Where it is plain, that when 
it was agreed, that 4 Biſhop ſhall be admitted to a 
particular Flock to ſerve the Cure as a Miniſtet, 
there is no more provided. for the particular Flock, 
but a Liberty to object; and that particular Flocks 


had no more granted in the Election of other Mini- 


ters ; for there can be nothing more expteſs, than 
thoſe Words of the Agreement at this Fangen 
vg. 4 place to oppone (N. B.) as in the Eletion 


. * * ” 
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oll er Minsſters. 
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By the Proceedings of the Aſſembly, Auno r 590. 
'T find that the Admiſſion of a Perſon to the Mini 
ſtry, by a Viſitor or Superintendent, without the 
Advice of the Presbytery, is reſcinded and declared 
to be null; but in all the Proceedings of our Aſſem- 
blies, I cannot find that any Afmiffion of a Perſon 
ts. the holy Function of the Miniſtry is declared to 
be null, when done without the Election or Conſent 
of the People. The Ac l have in my Eye is of the 
Hy 1590, Auguſt 4th. Se. z. it is concern- 
ing one Mr. Robert Dunbar. Mr. John Innes war 
772 for 3 _ | arg heme to pos 
Miniſtry, aut hout the Advice of the Presbytery 
Ferres, who anſwered, there was no . 
there the Time of his Trial, bit it was erected be- 
fore his Admiſſion, and be did it by Advice of the 
Preshytery of Elgin. The Kirk ordains the ſaid 
Robert ro be tried de novo, and to be heard by the 
Presbytery of Edinburgh, ſo many as Hall be pre- 
Sent, with ſo many as are here of the Presbytery of 
Forres, and thereafter as the Brethren be ſatisfied ; 
and the Aſſembly informed further to be proceeded 
agarnſt the ſaid. Mr. John. Seſſ. 12. Robert Dun- 
bar's Admiſſeen, without the Advice of the Preby- 
tery of Forres was found null, and reſciuded by the 
2vhole AJjembly. 82 | 
In the Year 1591. SPoriſwood relates, the Conduct 
of the Presbytery of St. Andrews, in the planting of 
the Pariſh of Zuchars ; wherein that Presbytery did 
not regard the Conſent of the People, and in that 
Presbytery there were as eminent Miniſters, as any 
in our Church at that Time, ſuch as Mr. Andrew 
' Melwil, Mr. Themas Buchanan, &c. Spoti ſdvooa's 
Hiſt. p. 385. There happened a great Diviſion tn 
the Presbytery of St. Andrews, for Planting the 
_ Church of Luchars; the Pretenders were Mr. Pa- 
triek Weems, and My. Robert Wallace; Mr. An- 


drew Melvil, with fome few that followed him, 


ſtood for Mr. Wallace, Mr. Thomas Buchanan, _ 
ö | the 


/ 
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| Seceſſion, forſaken, the place of Meet rig Me 
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; 455 that followed him, preſumed to .querturn the 
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the reſt Fe Mr. Parrick Weems: The: Matter afier 4 
het. Contention, being (N. B.) Put 10 Voices, Mr. 
Thomas Buchanan, and ſame n inetean or eng 
aui th him, gaus their Suffrages to Mr. Weems, Ar. 
Andrew 2vath-other ſin. that adbered to him, gave 
their Voices t Mr. Robert Wallace; Ar. Andrew 
taking it impatientiy to le thus overſwayed, 
tbe Place where the Presbytery did meet, and wit 
bis ſix went to the School of 8he Ne College, a 
mage up. another Yrattytery. Mr. 4 homas . 
the reſt abode in the Place, and according at (N. 
B.) hey had voiced, appointed Mr. Patrick Weems 
2 the. neut Sunday, t be receiued Miniſter Lu- 
Mr. Andrew wach bis Co gave farth 
tbe like Ordizance for Mr. Robert Wallace, and 
t hu ** were iuſtituted, and admitted to the 
Church: upon one Day; the Gentleman of the Pariſh 
went likewiſe into; Faftions, ſome boldzng with the 
eng and. ſome with the otber, which cauſed a. great 
Scaudal ; there being none to paciſ the Hriſe, Mr. 
Andrew Lamb, the Minifler at Bruntiſland, War 
derefted from the. $ynog. of Fite to entreas ſome of 
the. Minzſters of, Loth ian to rake Paint of bringt 
them h an Agreement ; ſor this Effet. Mr. Dad 
Lindſay, Mr. Robert Bruce, and Mr. John Spotiſ- 


wood were chaſen, who coming to St. Andrews in 


the Month of October, called the Parties, before 
them to um denſt and the Reaſons of their Dihntio 
auf Mr, Andrew did plead for the ons Party, 4 
Mr. Thomas Buchanan for the other. 1t was laid 
to Mr. Andrew his Charge, that be had Wage 2 


Fellewyſbip of his Brethren, and wit 


of the greater Number, His HAY 

was, That. 2 Ie and bis Followers had left. the 
— 98 th roads mot Fe. Jo ed te. have made 
efron, . Hat 't Bad given the 
Ca, and conſpared 10 4 ir a perſon in OG 


Le: 0 Fotver ro give Collation thereupon, ana * 1 
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not comparable to + At B.) whom they had e. 
tefted's at to the Number of Voices, be ſald, quod 
fuffragrh eſſent ponderanda, non numeranda, tha 
Voices ought nor to be numbered, but to be weighed 
and pohidered. Te Days they continued Reaſon- 
ing, and in end the” Mediators" finding no other 
Mean of their Agreement, root Courſe to diſplace 
roy the young Men, and to afpoint a third perſon 
or the Service of the Church; and for” eſehewing 
ſuch Contentions thereafter, which were four td, be- 
eatſe of the Heut betwixr Mr. Thomas and Mr. 
Andrew, they did appoint the Preſlytery to be di- 
vided in two, a part to fit at Cowpar, and ube veſt 
10 abide at St. Andrews. Here this Presbytery pro- 
ceeded on the Plan of the ſecond Book of Bie ue, 
declaring the Power of Election to belong to - the 
Presbytery; © accordingly. that Presbytery did not 
meet at the Pariſh of Zuchary, they not being the 
BleQors; but the Presbytery conveened at St. Hu- 
Hrews for the Election, and accordingly the Mem- 
bers of the ſaid Preabytery voiced in the Election; 
_anCtho' there Was a great Diſſention among them, 
which was grounded upon the Worth and Merit of 
the Candidates; yet no Notice is had of the People; 
ly it is narrated that the Gentlemen, the Heritors 
of the Fariſh went into Factions; but Mr. Melvil 
and his Company in the Debate, never did plead 
any Thing for themſelves, or-againſt the major Patt 
f the Presbytery, taken from the Intereſts of the 
People, that never entered into the Queſtion 3 but 
certainly it would, had the People 4 Negative on 
the Frebbyt ex. BA I CT 
In the next Year Auno 3 the Parliament - R.[ 
Jaiur all Preſentations to efices to be direct o . 


the paklicular Preſbyteries in all Time coming, with 


. 18 
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Order to all Matters and Canſes Eccleſiaftacal warh- 

 2þ their Bounds, according 10 the Di cipitne. of the 
Kirk ;' providing the foreſaid Prevbyterces be! es 
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nualifed Miniſter preſente is Majeſty, or lazck 
DPatreat. In this is the Tibet of the true, Kirk, 
of general and Syoogal Aſſemblies, of Presbyteries, 
of (N. 2. ). Diſcipline, is -ratify'd ; add on the Plan 
of this A the Presbyterian Government of this 
Church was fe eſtabliſhed by our Patliament 1690, 
after the Revolution: Yet the foreſaid Act 1592, 
which eſtabliſhed and ratified our Government and 
Diſcipline, impoſes Patronages in the ſtrongeſt Terms, 
as it . That Presbyteries be bound and s- 
firifted to admit and receive whatſoever qualified 
Minifter preſented. The Aſſembly immediately 
following this Parliament thankfully accepted of this 
AR, without Exception of any Thing in it, as ap- 
pears from the Regiſtets of our Aſſemdlies, and?or- 
dered the ſaid Act of Parliament to be inſerted in 
their Regiſter ad futuram rei: memoriam. This 
Clauſe in the Boſom of the Act was not looked upon 
as finful, otherwiſe the Aſſembly had never accepted 
nor been thankful for the ſaid A + OP 
The next Settlement I have met with in our Hi. 
ſtory is one at St. Andrews, whereby Mr. David 
Black was provided with a Colleague ; the Perſon was 
Mr. Robert Wallace, who was one of the Candidates 
for Leuc bars, Anno 1592. The General Aſſembly 
held at Edinburgh, Anno 1595. ordain'd, Hat be- 
cauſe Mr. David Black it not able to enter upon the 
Charge alone, the ſaid Ajembly has nominate MY. - 
Robert Wallace, for the ſpecial mees Qualities they 
know to be in him, to be aſſoctate with the ſaid Mx. 
David, as 4 Fellow-labourer in the Miniſtry fore. 
aid; giving full Commiſſion to the Presbgtery to 
iy the Conſent of the haill Town and Univerſity of 
S. Andrews, concerning their taking of the ſaid Mr. 
obert 70 be Mei ate in the Miniſtry, as ſald ig: 
and finding (N. B.) no reaſonable Cauſe altedged_ 
and (N. B.) verified againſt the ſaid Mr. Robert 
in Life or Doftrine, * they ſbould not” 
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HA their Couſen FI 4) and Abprolation to the 
ſri Mr. Robert, for the Cauſe Mentioned. Brit the 
Part 5 the 7 i and grin conſentin 

ro 2 es 2 pr, the General l or darts, 17 55 
Presbytery to aſſbciate and place the [aig M. 

bert Fellow labourer in the Mitiftry of 65 As 
drews 20/rh the ſaid' Mr. David Black? and the 
h Town "of Sy. Andrews ro pay the "ſa; 

A 3 Stzpend. thankfully, according to their. 
Promiſe made in Synod al and General Aſſemblies. 
Then we are told by that Afembly, the King's, 


No in the Words following. Aud in caſe 


the moſt” Part of the ſaid Town and Univerſity con. 
ſent not to the fits with, 3 the ſaid Mr. Robert, the 
King (N. B.) gives 


tice of ſome Notes in form of a Declarstion of certain 
Ach made in the General Aſſembly, holden at 

Perth, in February laſt bypaſt, for explaining his 
Majef jeſty's and the Aﬀembly' s Meaning, for the Sa- 


foto of ſuch as then were not acquainted there- 


with, which arc ordain'4;to be regiſtred in the Act: 
of 158 preſent Aſſembly. That which I notice is 
the 5th in Order, where it is ſaid; Auent the Article 
concerning. the Proviſion of Paſtors to Burghs, that 


th Keafon thereof was and is, That 'his Meieſty 


Was content, aud, promiſed,” where the General 


 Jembly findeth it neceſſary to place any Perſon or 
Perſons, in any of the Said ons, his Majeſty and 


tbe Flock ſhall either of their Conſent, or-elſe a 
Sufficzent Reaſon (N. B.) their Refuſal; to be pro- 


yu d either to the whole Memiih, or to a. competent 
Num zen of the Commiſſioners thereof, as his Maje- 


Hall think. expedient. By this it clearly ap- 
fo s, that if the General Aſſembly found it necel- 
6 


10 place 998 Miniſters in any of the + 
0 


4 Fellows 


zherty to the ſaid Mr. Da- 
vid, 20 the (. B.) Atavice f the ſad Town, 
70 chooſe a Brother, £0 whom they both may, have 


An. | 
Mr. alderinoos. ' . 407. Anno 1597. takes No- 
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the King inſiſted e 90 er than that his Con- 


ſent be had, or Reaſon given wherefore he with · held 
it ; and that the particular Flocks were allowed to 
have no Vote. TS, VA | 8... 

King James having this Year, 942. 1597. eauſed a 
great Number of Queſtions to be drawn up for à Re- 
alution and Anſwer from the Church; the Synod 
of Fiſe gave Orders, that the ſeveral Presbyteries in 
their Bounds ſhould nominate fome wiſe and reſolute 
Miniſters, that ſhould. conveen at St. XHugrews, to 
confer and reſolve, on ſolid Anſwers to the ſaid Que- 
ions, propaled. by the King, The third Queſtion 
was this, It not ibe Conſent of rhe moſt Part of the 
Flock, aud alſo of the Patron, neceſſary in the Eleo- 


gion of Paſtars.? Now, the ſolid Anſwer that was 


wen by theſe able and learned Divines, wo have re- 
by Mr. Calderwood, Hiſt. p. 288. which ſhews © 

us how they underſtood. the ſecond Book Diſci- 
pliue, putting the Power of Election in the Presby- 
tery, and giving to the People no more than a Place 
to conſent and approve. The Eleftion of Paſtors 


ſhould be made (N. B.) by theſe who. are Paſtors 


and Dofttors lawfully, called, and who can iry the 
Gafts nece/arzly belonging to Paſtors by, the Word 
of God ; and to ſuch as are ſo choſen, the Fleck and 
Patron (N. B.) ſbould give their Conſent.” Here 
they, agrecably to the ſecond Book of Diſcrpline, tell 
us who arc the Electers, and that it is incumbent 
both on People and Patron to give their Conſent, - / 

In the Year 1602 the Aſſembly met at Holyrood- 
bouſe, in the ſixth Setfion, there was à Supplicati on 
given in by Alexander Stewart of Gazrieſs Provoſt 


| of Dumfries, in Name and Behalf of the Council 


and Community of the faid Town, making Mention, 
„That where, by Tranſportotion of Mr. Hugh Fui: 
« lation ſome Time Miniſter at their Kirk, the 
© Eſtate of the Congregation. is altogether deſolate, 
„ in {ach Sort, that for inlaick of 4 Paſtor, who 
* ſhould attend upon * Flock, and take Care 8 | 
4 l | | tas 
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n the Well of their Souls, they are not only deprived 
"x6 of the {piritual Food, and Comfort of the Word, 
„ but alſo their Town is become a Reſet of excom- 
** municate Papiſts and Jeſuites; defiring the Aſſem- 
e bly therefore to conſider their miſerable Eſtate, 
„ and to provide ſome qualified Man to be their Pa- 
4 ſtor, and in ſpecial one of the Leets given in 
„them, Dis. afters David Barclay, William 
Arthur, Alexander Seremaeor, William Watſon, 
* or - Hugh Fullarton, promifing, that they would 
6, not only be reverend Hearers of the Word, but 
* alſo that they would affift and concur with him 
that ſhall ( 27. B.) be nominate to be their Paſtor, 
* in the Execution of the Diſcipline of the Kirk 
* to the outmoſt of their Power, as at more Length 
is contained in their Supplicatiou. The Aſſembly, 
after voting (N. B. ) has choſen Mr. William Ar- 
thur to be Miniſter of Dumfries, whom they or- 
dain and appoint to be Miniſter at the faid Kirk. 

I need not proceed further in this Period; for af. 
ter this the Church began to make Defection, and 
by little and little Epiſcopacy did creep in, till it 
was eſtabliſhed by Civil Authority. Auno 1606, the 
Act which the Parliament paſſed has this Title, Act 
anent the Reſtitution of Biſhops. It reſtores them 
to their Honour, Dignities, Prerogati ves, Privileges, 
Livings, Lands, Tiends, Rents, Thirds, and Eſtates. 
It reſeinds the AR of Annexation of the Tempora- 
lity of Benefices to the Crown, and confirms the Pa- 
tronages of thoſe Benefices, And ſo it continued to 
the Year 1638. In this corrupt State of the Church, 
1 ſuppoſe, it will not be queſtion'd, that Settlements 
were made pleno jure patronatus; that the People 
were not allowed a free Election; and that they had 
no Negative over the Patron, or over the Biſhop, to 
hinder him from giving to the Perſon Collation and 
Inſtitution. This is evident from firſt Act of Par- 
lia ment, Offober 23. 1612. the Rubrick of which Act 
18, A Ratification of the Acts and Concluſions ſet 


down 


— 
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n 
down, and agreed upon in the General Aſſembly of 
the Kirk, kept in Glasgow, in the Month of June 
1610, together wirh an Explanation made by the 
Eſtates, of ſome of the Articles of the ſame. It is 
therein ordain'd, Tat all Preſentations to Benefices 
be directoa bereafier to the Archbiſhop, or Biſhop 
of the Dioceſe, wirhin the wwbich. rhe Benefice va- 
cant by Demi ſſion, Deprivation, Deceaſè, or otber- 
wiſe, lyeth; with Power alſo ro Archbifſhops, or 
Biſbops, to diſpone and conſer ſiłk Benefices as fall 
in his Dioceſe, (jure devoluto ; ) providing always, 
in caſe any Archbiſhop, or Biſhop, ſhould refuſe to 
admit any \ qualified Perſon (accepting the Preſen- 
tation granted to him, and who hath been once re- 
cexved and admitted to the Functiun of the Mini(try, 
berng then ſtill unde pri ved) preſented to them by 
the Patron; in caſe of any ſuch Refuſe, it ſhall be 
L lawful to the Patron to retain the whole Fruits of 

the [aid Benefice in his own' Hands. And either 
„Ee or the Pariſh wanting a Paſtor, by reaſon of the 
1 not Planting of the Kirk, (in caſe the Refuſal there- 
+ f come by the Biſhop ) may complain thereof to his 
e IR Archbiſhop ; and if either the Archbiſhop be the 
| Refuſer, or elſe doth not give due Redreſt, being 
n I complained unto ; in that Caſe, the Lordi of his 
s, Wl Majehty's Priny Council, upon the Party's Complaint 
. i of 5het Refuſe, and no ſufficient Reaſon being given 
er the ſame, ſhall direct (N. B.) Letters of Horn- 
ing, charging the Ordinary to do bis Duty, in the 
to receiving and admitting of ſuch Perſon, as rhe ſaid. 


h., Patron has preſented. This Act is too plain to be 


. 


ts commented upon; it is fireufemt Juris, I pray God 
le it may never be revived, and that our Church may 
d 4c ſuch a wiſe and good Part, that they may do no- 
to thing to haſten a Revival of it: For if it ſhall be our 
d = Miſery to be in ſuch Situation, it will be eafy to. 
know on whom the Blame of it ſhall fall. By this 
AR, if the Perſon preſented was not_received and 
admitted to the Miniſtry in that Pariſh:by * Bi- 
ie op- 


. 
cop, the Patron is 1 to retain the Stipend 
in his own "Hands, and the 17 2 cannot be ſettled 
with any other Perſon, Nay, if there is no ſufficient 
Reaſon for refufing bim Collation — Inſtitution; 
the Lords of Privy Council were obliged, when re- 
Bite to direct 13 of Hornings- Charging FR 
1 85 to Go * ane — 


C1. Il. 


Cons nuing 7. Hiſtory of Sortlements phe * Year 
1638, hen the Presbyterign Goperument bad tbe 
Eecleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment, by a National  Afem: 

bly at Glaſgow 5 and auen Epiſco opacy Was decia- 
red to have been aljur d by. rhe C Conteſhon of Faith, 
1580, and to be removed out of this Kirk; down- 
ward co rhe Tear 1649. when Paironages were 
aboliſbed by an At of Parliament, and ths Right 
V Calling lodged in the Heſtion by an Alt be 
f _ Jembly in the ſaid Year 1649. „int 


1 Shall dere ſet out by relating the Conduct of the it 
Aſſembly at Glaſzow, Auge 1638. In the 16th te 
Seffior they made an AQ, - x Epiſcopacy to b. 
have A abjured by Confeſſion of Faith he lid co 
and to be removed out of this Kirk; yet in ” © 
Att they ſeem to homologate Fatronages, in ſo T 
they did not look u pon them to be contrary. — | 
Liberty, Diſcipline and JuriſdiQian of the true Kirk. iſ th 
The Words of the Act to which I are theſe. m 
The fifth. of June 1 592, the Liberty, Diſcipline and K. 
uriſdiction of tbe true Kirk, in her Seſſions, Pres- to 
teries, ſynodal and general Agemblies are largely ¶ ſc 
ratified, as the ſamen was. nſed and exerciſed, and 
B.) all the Ats contrary thereto | abrogate : 
his laſt Sentence 1s what I would have to be pon- 
ed; for tho! it is certain, that by the ſaid Act of 


a zent, Ano 1392. — 
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ſuriſdickion of the true Kirk are therein ratified, 
and many Acts particularly therein mentioned as 
contrary to the ſame, are therein abrogated, yet the 
Aid ACt 1592. does expreſly preferve the Right of 
Patrons, to preſent with a PM irrjtant Clauſe ; it 
ordains all Preſentations to Benefices to be. direct᷑ to 
particular Presbyzeries, in all Time coming, with 
full Power to gide Collation thereupon, and io Put 
Order to all Matters and Cauſes eccleſiaſtical within 
their Bounds, according to the Diſcipline of the 
Kirk, prepiding the foreſaid Pretbyteries be boungl 
and aſtri cted, to receive and admit of whatſomener 

ui. Miniſter preſented by his Majeſty or Laick 
atrons: If then this Act of Parliament, did ſtill 
preſerve to Patrons the mon of preſenting ; and did 
rovide that Presbyteries be bound, and aſtricted to 
admit qualified Perfons preſented; it follows that the 
Aſſembly 1638. did not think this to be contrary to 
the Liberty of the true Kirk; for they fay all As 
contrary to that were abrogate by the Act, Annp 
1592. Now ſince this was not abrogate, but rather e- 
ſtabliſned, in the Opinion of the Aſſembly 1638. 
© it was not contrary to it; but if it ſhall be fill con- 
h tended, that notwithſtanding this reforming Afﬀem.- 
Q bly, did think ſo, yet this AA is really and in Truth 
- contrary to the Liberty of the true Kirk; then when 
«a I they are reforming, they muſt be guilty. in the mean 
Time of à conſiderable Defection. Ne g 
The General Aſſembly, Anno 1640. gave in to 
the Parliament, then ſitting, a Repreſentation of the 
many and great Evils that troubled the Kirk and 
Kingdom, from the Year 1606, and reduced them 
to ſix general Heads; and under theſe, they conde- 
ſcend upon a great many particular Grievences, as is 
plain from the Repetition of them in the fourth Act 
I. of the ſaid Parliament, againſt all which they pro- 
a. vided a Remedy, and gave Redreſs by the ſaid Ads 
of but the. Aſſembly did not mention Patronages as one 
ad. I of. their Grievances, tho the Parliament Auno 1633, 
| : as 
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LCs. 
2 I noticed in the former Section, had bound neſt 
faſt upon this Church, with the Terror of Letters o 
Horning, to be executed againſt the Ordinary, if he 
Thould refuſe Admiſſion to the Preſentee. Aud ſince 
the reſcinding of them, or the repealing of that Aa 
Was not craved, that Parliament, in their Act sth, 
intituled, Acc reſciſſur » gave a further Eftabliſh- 
ment to Patronages, by renewing the AQ,-Anno 
1592. in a moſt ample Manner, by. theſe Words, 
Which Af the ſaid Eſtates now conveened by bis 
* Majeſty's ſpecial Indiction, Warrant, and Aut hori- 
iy, Tevzves and renews in the (N. B.) whole Heads, 
0znts and Articles: And one of the Articles of 
that Act was, Thar Preybyteries be bound and as 
 frifted to receive and admit whatſomever qualifi- 
ed Miniſter Preſented by his Majeſty or Laick Pas 
zron : Nay, as if this had not been enough, the 
felf-ſame Parliament (which approved the Act of 
Privy-council, Anno 1639, ordaining the Covenant 
to be ſubſcribed in Time coming, by all his Maje- 
ſty's Subjects of this Kingdom, of what Rank or 
Quality ſoever) in their 5th AR, requiring Presby- 
teries with Conſent of the Pariſhes to plant with 
Diligence their vacant Kirks, which by the Over- 
fight of any Patrons whatſoever, have lain fix Month. 
unprovided, declate, That this Admiſſion ſtanding 
good for the preſent Intrant, their Time is and ſball 
be without Prejudice to the Right of Patronage be 
longing to his Majeſty, or to any other Kirk-patron 
whatſoever, whenſoever their Kirks ſhall fall to 
varike. Here it is moſt remarkable, that when the 
us was devolved into the Hands of Presbyteries, 
they require Presbyteries to plant their vacant Kirke 
with the Conſent of the Pariſhes ; but then as to the 
Patronages belonging to the King or any other K.irk- 
patron, they do'not make the Conſent of the Pariſhes 
to affect theſe. Again in the 8th Act of that, Par- 
liament, which is concerning the Admiſſion of Mini- 
ers to Kirks, which belonged to Biſhopricks, the 
| 883 | . 
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Patronages of which had been acclaimed by Biſhops 


and ene the Fier ekt is ur Is the Rove 


and Place of the Biſhop and Archbiſhop; and reguir- 
ed to admit Miniſters to 'fuch Kirks, upon the Suit 


and Calling of the Congregations ; but then it is ex- 


preſſy added, Put prejudice alwayf to any Patron- 


ages of Kirks, which belong either to the" King's 


Majeſty or any Laick Patron, &c. Where it is plain, 
177 a Diſtinction is made as t6 theſe K irks, of which 
his Majeſty or any NobJeman or Gentleman were 
Patrons.' Then it is added in the Act, but preju- 
dice of the Intereſt of the Pariſhes, according to the 
Acts and Practice of the Kirk fince the Reformation. 
Thus to any that will be at the Fains to attend, it is 
clear that as to the Admiſſion of Miniſters to the 
Pariſhes, where th- Presbytery was Patron, by Virtue 
of this Act, the Presbytery were to plant them, with 
the Suit and Calling of the Pariſh ; but then ats to 
Admiſſion of Minifters to | thoſe Pariſhes, of which 
the Sovereign or a Laick were Patron, Presbyteries 


are to plant them, but prejudice of the Intereſt of 


the Pariſhes ;\ now this Intereſt they do nat define, 
nor term it the Suit or Calling of the Pariſhes, but 
that this Intereſt is according to the Acts and Practice 
of the Kirk fince the Reformation; and now ſince 
that Time to the Year 1640, I ſhewed that Pariſhes 
were either to approve of à qualified Man preſented, 
or to give a Reaſon of their Refuſal. For-it is cer- 
tain, that the Intereſt of the Pariſh, which this AR 
preſerves, is not a free Election; for I can never 
think that a Batron's Right to preſent one, and a tree 
Election of the Pariſh are conſiſtent (unleſs a Pariſh 
_ Chooſe one, and the Patron, at their Nefire, preſent 
him) and conſequently this Act cannot preſerve both ; 
it it preſerves the free Election, it overthrows the 
Fatronage; and if it preſerves the Patronage, it over- 
throws a free Election; and yet the Pariſh have the 
| E to be heard as to the Realons of their Re- 
. Tulg 5 1 0 . b | 
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| The Aſſembly Anno 1642, Auguſt zd. YA 7th, 


did ſo far countenance and ſupport Patronages, as to 


_ agree to the making Leets to his Majeſty, and other 
Patrons,of ſuch Perſons as were willing to accept of the 
Preſentations. But before I give a particular Account 
of this, call to mind. the Advice which the Com- 
miſſioners of the Plat propounded to the Aſſembly, 
Anno 1596, concerning the accepting of Pre ſentati- 
ons, it was, That the Moderator of every Fresby- 
teny gave Preſentations, jure devoluto, of all Bene- 
fices (N. B.) of Cure belonging to Laick Patrons, 
that had not preſented within ſix Months, and that 
. the ſaid Miniſters (N, B.) accept their Preſentati- 
ons and purſue them ; and in caſe there be not attu- 
al Miniſters ſerving at the ſaid Kirks, that the ſaid 
Moderator deal effeftnally with other qualified t er- 
Sons to accept and proſecute the.ſame by Law. Thus 
I find it related by Mr. Calderwood, p. 322. and in 

PF. 323. he ſays, © That the Aſſembly agreed to this 

Article.“ But becauſe it may not be thought criminal 

to accept of a Preſentation granted by a Presbytery, 
I ſhall now ſhow what was the Opinion of the Aſ- 
. ſembly, Anno 1642. concerning the Acceptation of 
: Preſentations granted by the King or any Laick Pa- 

- tron; it was, That the Presbytery, with Conſent of 
. the moſt or beſt part of the Congregation, ſhall make 
a Leet of fix Perſons willing to accept of the Preſen- 
tation out of the Roll of the Aſſembly upon every 
Occaſion of. Vacation of any Kirk within their 
Sound, and ſhall ſend the ſamen together with a 
- blank Preſentation to be ſigned and filled up by his 
© Majeſty's Choice of one of the Leet. But the accept · 


Ing of a Preſentation now in many places of this 


Church, is an Offence ſo great, that it is ſufficient 
by itſelf to make « Congregation abſolutely caſt at 
the Perſon, tho' ever ſo well qualified; and ſome 

Presbyteries have procceded 1o Tax as to ſuſpend, 
nay to deprive Probationers, for this Conduct, which 

I could never ſee to be confiſtent with that way. 
. | 4 ey 


* 


they pretend to have to Aſſemblies in this Period 
ef the Church. Here the Aſſembly orders that the 
fix Perſons leeted ſhall declare their Willingneſs te 
accept, that Presbyteries ſhall obtain the Conſent of 
the major or better part of the Pariſh to the leeted 
Perſons who ſhall be willing to accept. Here they are 
in dubio about the Conſent ; for they make an Al- 
ternative, the major or better part of the Pariſh; 
infinuating, that jt the better part cannot be brought 
to give their Conſent, Presbyteries ſhould pro.ced 
| with the Conſent of the major part; the Presbyteries 
are to draw up the Preſentations with « Blank, they 
are to ſend them to the King, and other Patrons, for 
filling up the. Blank with the Name of the Perſon 
they ſhall chooſe, and for ſubſcribieg the ſame 3 nay, 
the Act provides, that the Commiſſioners of the Aſ- 
ſembly, who are moſt able and willing, ſhould be im- 
ployed to obtain the Preſent tion. Here is counte - 
nancing. and ſupporting Preſentations with a Witneſs; 
and had eur Church now revived or renewed this 
Act, a hideous Outcry would be heard every where; 
but tho' ſhe has not; yer theſe Things were allowed 
by an. Aſſembly in the pureſt Times, but at this 
ay;exclaimed againſt. Preſcntations are finful and. 
unlawful in themſelves, as contrary to the Word of 
God; the accepting of them is equally criminal, as 
1 it homologates the Patron's Title to diſpoſe of the 
y Henefice, which is the Patrimony of the Church, and 
7 takes a Right to the Stipend by Virtue of an unlaw- 
a ful Authority; it is to regeiye a finful Favour, and 
7 what not? % - + # | | ij | 
t- - It ſeems there had been other Kirk patrons, than 
is | daher and Archbiſhops, for when the Parliament 
t 140, had by their Ac put FPresbyteries in their 
it Place, and had given them the Right to preſent, 
e it was with the, following Reſervation, vis. but pre- 
judice to the Right of Patronage belonging to any 
ot her Kirk-patron, . Nom the Parliament, Anuo 
16444 congeiving that WE RA an for any 
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particular Presbyterian Mitac to have the Right 
of Pat ronage, and to exerciſe it, as it was for Bi: 
hops and Archbiſhops, and they undetſtanding 
that there had been Diſputes berween particular Mt- 
niſters and Presbyteries about that Right, and the 
Exerciſe of it. Theſe Miniſters, who had the Right, 
did puſh it, tbo' Presbyterians and Covenanters : 
Therefore that Parliament having got the Opinion 
of the Kirk, that it was noways competent to any 
one Mioiſter to preſent, and that the providing of 
thoſe Kirks belongs to Presbyteries: Therefore the 
ſaid Eftates of Parliament, Act 17. July 23. declare, 
Any ſuch pretended Titles and Rights of Patronages 
fo be unll, and of no Effet in all Time coming, and 
that Presbyteries in their ſeveral Juriſdictiont 
have the only power of planting and providing theſe 
Kirks, pro rio jure zu all Time hereafrer, but pre- 


| Juatce of the Intereſt of the Pariſhes (what this 


* S, 
* 
\ 2 


was, | have told already, and ſhall more fully relato 
aft rwards in this Section from a Courſe of Settlements 
during, this Period) according to the Act and Prac- 
rices of the Kirk ſings the Reſor mation. 
It would ſcem that his Majeſty King Charles I. 
in the Time of the publick Confuſions, did neglect 
to preſent to theſe Kirks, whereof he was Patron, 
and that on this Account they were often vacant, 
for a conſiderable Time; nay, that the Stipends were 
not well paid to Intrants that wanted bis "Majeſty's 
Preſentation z whecefore the Commiſſion” of- the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly took Care to repreſent theſe Matters 
to the Convention of Eſtates for, Redreſs, and they 
having. done it, "the "Parliament, Fuly 23. Anne. 
1644, did approve thę Act of the Convention in a 
its Articles and Clauſes, and N Yrs ave' the 
Strength, and Authority. of an Act of 'Fatliament. 
The Teber of cke Ack falls, ese. 
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e Conention of Elattr Loving ohin "Day re- 
eral Afem- 


celved an Act of Commiſſion of tht 
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bly for plauting of Karks ef his: Majefties Patra» 
nage during the Tame of theſe Tronbler, preſented 
wazro them by Mr. Robert Doug las Moderator, and 
Ar. Andrew Ramſay; and having conſidered ihe 
ſamen, and the Recommendation thereiu contained, 
for providing ſome Way ly Authority of: this Con- 
dention, for ſettling and polſeſing the. Intrants of 
the. Stzpends, and Benefits belonging to theje Kir-; 
and finding no Way fo fit for that end, and jor pre- 
Serving the Right' and Piffeſ5ion of the Parronaces 
10 his Majeſty; than that, iu this Time of T1» 4t, 
Preſentations paſs his Maieſties Caſbet and Privy 
Seal, which is alike, and i hereby declared to, be 
of as great Force and Authority as if the amen 
had paſt his. Majeſties royal Hands; therefore gi ves 
hereby Warrant and Command, to the Commiſſiou- 
ert of the Theaſury, or any | one 'of them, to receive 
Preſentations from Presbyteries, te all Kirki of has 
Majeſties Patronage vaiking, or iubich hereafter 
ſhall vaike, during theſe Troubles, and to ſign. he 
amen; aud ordatns the ſamen ſo ſigued, to paſs his 
Majeſtzes Caſbet, and thereafter the  rivy Seal, 
and that all Letters aud Executoriais noceary bs 
dirett thereon; aud recommends to the ommaſizon- 
ers of the Kirk to iniimate this. to Preclyteries, 
that they making (N B/ £Þoice. of | fit and wwe 

qualified Men by Conſent of Pariſbac, the Preſontari: 
ont unto the waiking \Kirks of bis Majeſties Patro- 
nage, during theſe Trendics; may be paſt in the 
Manner aforeſutid, wherenpon the Intrauts may 
obrain all Letters and Executor ais neceſary's 
which Way ibe .\ Eftates. think agreeable, to 7 
Defire and Intention of the. Commaſiuoners of the, 
Wen. SIP * | d GT 
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mſter Aﬀſembly having finiſh d their 


. 


The We 


Propoſitions concerning Church Goverpment and Or- 
Jiddi 


on of Miniſters, they ſerit them down to Scor- 


luna for the Approbation of the General T ig 


1 - 

In which Propofitions, all that is mentioned of the 
Intereſts of 4 People or Congregation in the Settle» 
ment of Miniſters among them, .is, That no Man 
be ordained a Miniſter for a particular Congrega- 
tion, if they of that Congregation can ſhow juſt Cauſe 
of Exception againſt bim. 1 Tim. iii. 2. Tit. i. 5. 
The Aſſembly at Veſtminſter, in their humble 
Advice to The Right Honourable, the Lords and 
Commons in Parliament aſſembled, concerning the 
Doctrinal Part of Ordination of Miniſters, are not 
fixed as to the Grounds upon which the Presbytery is 
to proceed to the Ordination of a Perſon : For their 
Words are theſe, He that it to be ordained, being 
either nominated hy the people, or otherwiſe coms+ 
mended to the Pretbytery for any Place, &c. They 
were undetermin'd in this Matter, and do not tie 
don the Presbytery to the People's Nomination: But 
yet that qualified perſons may be ordain'd to the Mi- 
niſtry, they preſcribe Rules for their Trial and Exa- 


mination; and when this is over, and the Candidates | 
being ſent to preach at the vacant Church three ſe- 


veral Days, there remains no more than edictal Ci. 
tation to be given to the Pariſh : The Words are; 
There ſhall be ſent from the Presbytery to the Con- 

regation a puhlick Inthmation in Writing, which 
But be publickly read before the People, and after. 
affixed to the Chureh Door, to ſigniß, 'that ſuch. a 
Day a competent Number of the Members of that 
Congregation, nominated by themſelves, ſhall appear 
before the ' Prezbytery, to give their Conſents and 
Ap)robation to ſuch a' Man to be their Miniſter 5 


ot heruiſe to put in, with all Chriſtian Diſere- 


on and Maskneſt, what Exceptions they haus a* 

gainſt him: And if, upon the Day appointed, there 
be no juſt Exception agaznft him, but the People 
give their Conſent, then the Presbytety ſhall proceed 


* Now, Matces Henderſon, Rurberford, | Douglas, 


Baily and Gilleſpie, were Members of that Adembly 
5. ; At 
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at Weſtminſler, nad part they acted there in 
this Matter I know not, but it ſeems they could 
bring that Aſſembly no greater Length, than to al- 
low to the Congregation a Right to except; and that 
nnleſs their Exceptions were juſt, they were not to 
be heard or regarded. Hos ever, our Aſſembly, Fe- 
"6 Anno 1645. in their Act approving of 
theſe Propoſitions, Approve, Providing that this A 
ſhall be nowiſe prejudicial to the further Diſcuſhor 
and Examination of the diſtin Rights of Presby- 
tery and People in calling of Miniſters ; but that 
it ſhall be free to debate and diſcuſs theſe Points as 
God. ſhall be Pleaſed to give further Light. Now, 
if this Aſſembly did believe that the People had 4 
divine Right to elect, er that the Pariſh had à Ne- 
_ on the Presbytery, why did they not roundly 
ay ſo much to the Weſtminſter Divines, and that our 
Church at the Reformation, in framing the Articles 
of her 9 founded the ſaid Right en the Word 

7 


ot God? Why did they not tell theſe reverend Di- 
vines, Lou give to the People too little? Again, Did 
the Aſſembly, Anno 1645. believe 28s above, why 
do they own that they needed further Light from 
God, as to the Intereſt of Pariſhes in calling Mini- 
fiers? Why will they yet debate, examine and diſ- 
cuſs an Intereſt they believe to be theirs: by a divine 
Right ? Theſe Queries are ſo ſtrong, that it is im- 
poſſible to give a conſiſtent Account of ſuch a Belief, 
and of fuch Actings. rod e alk” 
The ſucceeding Aſſembly, Anno 1646. did recom- 
mend it to the ſeveral Presibyteries and Provinceal 
Aſſemblies, to conſider the Intereſt of particular 
Congregations, in the Calling and Aamiſſion of Mi- 
niſters, with all theſe Queſtions that uſually fa 
out upon that Occaſion ; and to report their Opini- 
ons to the next Aſſembly, with ſome fit Overtnres for 
preventing all Conteſts in that Matter. Here is one 
of our moſt pure Aſſemblies declaring, That the 
Intereſt of Pariſhes in the calling of n 
| | 


I 
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Mill: conteſted; and Eresbytat ies and Synode | are re- 
— to conſidor the, lame, and. to 8 ive their Opini- 

to the gext Aſſembly: But to what Purpole is 
all this, if the Intereſts of Pariſhes be res judioata, 
4 dete rmind Point? > hs 15 2791145 Rr 
+1, cannot learn What Report was made by the ſe- 
veral-Presþyteries and- Sy nods to che Aſſembly, Aun⸗ 

— accotd ing to the Recommendation of the pre- 

ceeding 


Aſſembly; but it is probable, that the 
Members of this Aſſembly differed as much in their 
Opinion, concerning the Intereſts of Pariſhes in cal- 
ling of Miniſters, as the former Aſſembly did; ſince 
the laſt printed Acts of this Aſſembly dots yet again 
recommend to Presbyteries and i provincial Aſſem- 
blies, to conſider all Matters formerly referred unto 
them by preceeding Aſſemblies, and deſires, that 
their Opinions concerning them be reported in Writ 
0 the next General Aſſembly. But I muſt not o- 
mit that this Aſſembly, by their AR, intitled,“ Re- 
% novation of former Acts of Aſſembly, for Trial 
and Admiſſion of Expectants to the Miniſtry, 
Renew aud confirm the Act of Aembly, Anno 1642. 
Seſſ. 7. concerning Leets for Preſeutatiaus from the 
King, and the Trial of Expettants,. &c. ordaining 
Prerbyteries to obſerve the ſame carefully in all 
Time coming. Yap 
And having conſulted the Acts of the Aſſembly 
«1648. I cannot learn they did any Thing abont it; 
only they continued their Recommendatien to Preſ. 
byteries and provincial Aſſemblies, to confider all 
Matters referred to them by preceeding Aſſemblies. 
"And then in the Tear 1649, the Aſſembly put the 
Power of Calling in the Seſſion. Their Directory is, 
That the Seſſion of the Congregation ſhall. meet and 
proceed to the Election, the Blection being. mod. 
rated by bim that preached ; and if tbe People Ball 
upon the Iutim ation of .the Perſon agreed upon. by 
" the Sefton, acg uieſce and conſent to the ſaid Perſon, 
' then the Mater being reported 8 the Prezhbytery, 


; by 
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by Com miſſionerſ ſent from the Seſſion, they are to 
Froce ed to the Trial of the Perſon thus elected, and 
finding him qualified, to admit him to the Miniſtry 
in the ſaid Congregation.” But af it happen that the 
major Part of the Congregation dient from the 
Perſon agreed upon by the Seſſion; in that Caſe; the 
Matter ſhall be brought unio the Presbytery, who 
ſpall. judge of the ſame: And if they do not find their 
Dient to be grounded upon cauſeleſs Prejuazces they 
are to appoint a new Elettion in manner above ſpe- 
cafied: But if a leger Party of rhe Seſſion or Con- 
gregation ſhew' rherr Diſſent from the Election, 
without Exceptions, relevant and verified to the 
r notwithſtanding thereof, the Presbyte- 
ry ſball go on to the Trials and Ordination of the 
Perſon elefted; yet all poſſible Diligence and Ten- 
aerneſs muſt be nſed to bring all Parties to an har- 
monzons Agreement. 
Thus by this Deduction from the Year 1638, to 
1649, our Church neither allowed to the People the 
Right of Election in the calling of Miniſters, nor 
did admit their Diſſent to have the Force of a Ne- 
gative on Presbytery, or on the Patron. Eut this L 
am to exemplify by ſeveral Settlements during this 
Period, which I ſhall vouch to the Satisfaction of 
all. 7 1. ee 0 4 12 1118 H 5. 
In this Period, as I have already made evident, 
Preſentations did take place; and now I am to. ſhow, 
that both Eceleſiaſtick and Laick Patrons did exer- 
ciſe their Right; that there were no Calls given by 
the People, and theit Conſent no otherwiſe required, 
than by an edictal Citation given to them to approve 
of the perſons preſented ; or if not, to give the Rea- 
ſons of their Refuſal. ' Nay, that the people were 
not allowed to be preſent in the Meeting for the E- 
lection, but were told to wait for the Intimation of 
it ; and the Miniſter ſent by the Presbytery to mo- 
derate, exhorted the people to pray for Direction to 


ey the Elders in the Election of a Miniſter to them. I 


4 


* 


50 
mal deze wich Jaſtazice. of Ecclefiaftick 3 


which I am to vouch from the Regiſter of the pro- 


s of the Presbytery of Turreſ, in the Bounds 


af the Synod of Aberdeen, which commenceth from 
the 12th of May 1642, und goes on to July 11th 


1653. This Book was lately — into\ my Hands by 
Mr. Gavin Hamilton Book m-Edwburgh. It 
is writ with a good legible Hand, the Stile is exact, 
and the proceedings of that Presbytery were nicely 
regular. It appears from the ſaid Regiſter; that the 
Presbytery of MN arreff were then ondoubted> patrons 
of the pariddice of Anchterleſs and Dramblet. This 
is — an Diſabvery to that Presbytery; 
that I am conſident I ſhall: have — Thankt; tho 
at the ſame Time 1 am perſwaded, that it will be 


grating to ſome, hb are for f uppreffibg Matters of 


Fact, and cannot endure to — PFruth brought to 
Light, when it * _ NS And 
characteriſtick Opinion. 

The Firſt is the Proſentetion- Sire, Oftoker «th, 
1642. by the Presbytery of Tir ref, to one Mr. Pa 
iel Ur guhant, ho had been admitted to the Mi- 
niſtty in — Kingdom of Ireiund, by the Bi ſnap of 
Cioc her. They preſented him upon the Petition of 


the Heritors and Elders of the {aid pariſh, without 


any. Call from the people, or ſoundirig: their Taclina- 
tions, or any Conſent given by them, till the Edict 
ws return d; vlien they Jeclared they had nothing 
to object againſt his Admiſſion, and beg d they would 
admit him with all convenient Diligence. For Ve- 


riflestion whereof,; L here . 15 


dhe n Nn 55 | 
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N L rad - Gliober 6. Ab r 
"H B aid Day the Heritors and Elders «of Auch- 
terleſt did humbly petition the Presbytery, That 
the Kick of Aucbterleſt, now vacant, in the Hands of 
the Presbytery, patrons thereof, by the Deceaſe of 
Mr. William Hempſeid, late Minifler thereat, mi ight 


be 
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allowed: - 


ä . 
be provided with an able Man to ſerve the Cure 

thereat, as ſoon as Conveniently might be; and that 
the Presbyrery would be'pleaſed to nominate and 
eſent Mr. Patric Urgubart Miniſter at 

n the King dom of Ireland, (but now, by virtue of 

the bloody Perſecution raiſed. by the Rebels in Fe- 
land, againſt” the Goſpel, and the ſincere profeſſor: 
thereof) reſident within the Presbytery, to ſerve 
the Cure thereat, Which Petition being thought rea- 
ſonable, the Presbytery, with Conſent of the ruling 
Elders then preſent, did grant. And after that No- 
tice was taken, that the faid Mr. Patrick. was an 
afual Miniſter admitted by the Biſhop of Clocher, 
4s his Letters of Preſentation and Admiſſion produ- 
ced before the Brethren at mere Length bear: The 
Brethren, with the Conſent foreſaid, did nominate — 
preſent the ſuid Mr. Patrick to the ſaid Kirk of 


Anchterleſs, Par ſo nage and 'Vicarage thereof, with 
the haill Fruits, Rents, Emoluments, belonging 


thereta, during all the Days of his Life: Aud or- 
dained the ſaid Mr. Patrick to preach before them 
this Day Month, upon the ordinary Matter of the Ex- 
erciſe,and in the mean Tinie to ferve the Cure Sab- 


W , 


ad mit ted. 


' bathly; and preach at Auchterleſi till he ſhould be 


21.0.2 Turveff, Nouem ber 3. 1642. F 
The ſaid Day Mr. Patrick Urguhart hm John 
xvi. 8, 9, 10, 11. Verſes, the Doctrine cenlured and 
A ang 
Turreſl. November, 24, .; 
The ſaid Day Mr: Patric Urquhart aught, 
Pſal. Ii. 10. Doctrine cenſured and allowed. The 
Ed ict being laufully ſer ved at the Kirk e Huachter- 


leſs for his. Entry to the Service of the Cute thereat; 
and being returned to the Presbytery duly executed 
and indorſed, and being 


lawfully called, compeared 
John Copland Comm iſſioner from the ſaid 1 


2 
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04 produced 2 Commitlion, ſubſcribed - with the 


Hands of the Heritors, Elders and Pariſhioners there- 
of, declaring, they had nothing to alledge where: 
fore the ſaid Mr. Patrick ſhould not be ad mitted to 
the Service of the Cure, and withall ſupplicating 
the Brethren, that with all convenient Diligence he 
be admitted thereto. 


FLEET Turreff, December 19. 

The next Meeting to be at Auchterleſt, for ad- 
mitting of Mr. Patrick Urgubart thereto, Mr. Wil- 
liam” Douglas appointed to teach; Mr. Patrick 


Urquhart being ſolemnly ſworn upon ſuch Poſitions, 


as by the Ordinances and Acts of the General Aſ- 
ſembly at G/aſgow, ought to be propon'd to Mini- 
ſters at their Entry: Having ſatisfied the Brethren 
therein, is found capable of the Charge and Miniſtry 
at Auchterleſs, and Collation and Inſtitution to the 
ſaid Benefice ordain'd to be given him the 10th of 
Fanuary next: to come. Ar 


Auchterleſs, January 10: 1643. 


The ſaid Day Mr. William Douglas taught and 


admitted Mr.Parrick Urquhart to the Kirk of Auch» 
terleſt, gave him Collation and Inſtitution to the 


ſaid Benefice,' according to the Acts of the General 
Afembly in ali Foints. NID om 


The ſecond lords aka this Head 10 2 Preſen- 


tation given June 4. 1646. by the ſame Presbytery 
of Turreff,at a Meeting they had at the pariſh Kirk 
of Gemris; to one Mr. Andrew Maſſie Miniſtet at 
Drumblet, ( Patiſh alſo within the Juriſdiction of 


the ſaid Fresbytery) to be Miniſter in the above- 


mentioned Pariſh* of Auchrerleſs » This they did, 


without conſulting the Ine linations of the People, or 


moderating in a Call from them to him. They did 
not in the leaſt regard the pretended Right of the 
People to call, nor give them an Opportunity of ex- 


. erciſing 
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* wha” ts 
erciſing it. This they lookt upon to be no Step of 
Defection from Reformation-principles, nor an Anti- 
chriſtian Uſurpation upon the Liberties. of God's 
people. The very ſame Day when they preſented 
the ſaid Mr. Andrew, they, in a very ſummar Man- 
ner, appointed the Edict to be ſerved 3 by which 
edictel Citation the Pariſh of Auchterleſt is requi- 
red to hear and ſee him admitted, or to alledge 4 
reaſonable Cauſe wherefore not. Nay, I cannot learn 


from their Regiſter, that the Heritors and Elders 


of the Pariſh did ſo much as petition to have him 
preſented, as was done in the former Settlement; 
and the ſaid Mr. Andrew did not think it inconſiſt- 
ent with Modeſty, to produce with his own Hand, 
the Edi& executed 11 indorſed · And that I may 
not ſpeak without Book, I ſhall fubjoin a Copy of 
the authentick Records of that Presbytery, as an 
uncontrouladle proof of what have adyanc'd. \ 
FSBeemrie, June 4. 1646. 

The whole Brethren, together with the ruling 
Elders, who were preſent, all in one Voice did nomi- 
nate and preſent Mr. Andrew Maſſie Miniſter at 
Dumblet their Com-presbyter, to the Service of the 
Cure at Auchterleſs, and to the Benefice... thereof, 
Parſonage and Vicarage ;. and ordained an Edict to 
be ſcrved at the Kirk of Auchterleſt upun. the 14th 
of this inſtant, being. the Lord's Day, in. Time of 
divine Service, charging the whole, Pariſhioners of 
the ſaid Pariſh to compear before them the 25th of 
this inſtant at Turreſ, to hear and ſee the ſaid Mr. 
Andrew ordained to be admitted to the Service of 
the Cure, amongſt them; or then, if they had any 
relevant Exceptions againſt the ſaid Mr. Andrew, to 
propone the ob As alſo, the Brethren 'ordain'd 


another Edict to be ſerved at the Kirk of Drumblet, 
upon the ſaid 14th of June, in Time of divine Ser- 
vice, requiring the whole Pariſhioners of Drumblet 
to comprar before them at Tyrreff, to hear and fee 


the 


4 8 " : * 
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the ſaid Mr. ee, their preſent Miniſter, orda in- 
ed to be trapſplanted, and removed from Drumblet to 
Auchterleſſ, or then to alledge 4 reaſonable Cauſe 
why the ſamen ought not to be done; with Certifi- 
Catic to the Arif loners of both the ſaid Pariſhes, 
if they compeared not, or compearing, did nut al- 
ledge ſome reaſonable Cauſe Why the ſaid Mr. Au- 
rem might not be tranſplanted, and admitted to the 
ervice of the Cure at Auchterleſtiss ſaid is,that the 
will proceed to tran{port the . ſaid Mr. Andrew, 5 
admit him to the Service of the Cure at Auchrerleſs, 
as 18 aboye mentioned. 4" Y 


_Turref, N 25. 1646. ; 


o 


| 17 ſaid Day Mr. Aud rev Mas/ie produced an 
ict duly executed and indorſed, bearing the law- 


ful Citation of the Pariſhaners of Drumbler, to com- 


pear before the Brethren of the Presbytery of Tur. 
reff upon the 25th of this Inſtant, c. and alſo ano- 
ther Edict being produced, duly executed and indor- 

d, bearing che lawful Citation of the Heritors and 
Pariſhoners of .4uchrerieſs, to compear before the 
Brethren, Day and place foreſaid, Oc. the Heritors 

nd Pariſhoners of both the ſaid Pariſhes being three 
WT Times called, compeared only Patrick Gor- 
Aon of Baginſcoth, John Garden of Reidhill, and 

ame Shand in Logie Andtoun, ell Pariſhoners in 
Auchterleſs ; and gave in a Supplication, ſubſcribed 
with their Hands, as Commitfioners for the Pariſhon- 
ers of Auehierleſs, and with the Hande of the reſt 
of the Heritors and Ruling Elders of the ſaid Pariſh, 
humbly petitioning the Brethren of the Fresbytery 
to whom the Patronage of the ſaid Kirk of Auchrer- 
teſs did undoubtedly belong, that they would be 
pleaſed, with all convenient Diligence, to admit the 

aid Mr. Andrem to the Service of the Cure amongſt 


them, - whoſe Literature, Qualifications and Chriſtian 


Carriage, and faithful acquitting of himſelf in his 
Miniſtry, was not only known ſufficiently to 4 
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eaten of 1 1 ee Gat itfo in Wide Maus 


are to them, be contigu ous to the 
place, where tho fats . 42 are em hd ive for the 
Fete as al haying hear the Haren 


iverſe Times, woes: was employed by 1 Pre by 
a to teach amon git thew, phy their grear Comfort 


ontentment. 


ke Bethe thinking the Petition reaſinable 
in Face to oppoſe the ſaid Me 


i none com 
5 for is Tray antation or MN 4th 7d "to the 
Service > of Focbterke 27 ordained the {aid Mt. Andrith 


te_be_ tranſplanted, and admitted to the Service” 'of 
the Cure at Auchrerleſs, as ſaid i „ e 


Zur ref. July 16. 1646. 
The) next Meeting « cs, Op to be this D 2 Frral faur- 
teen Days at An eh for admiteing 'of 
grew Masſie to 90 8 Service of the Tate” therent, per | 
William Stevenſon. ned; to e there, 

and admit him. ns 
Auebrerleſs the Prey of uh 646. | 
The ſaid D r. Stevenſon taught, Heb. iii. 17. 
and he jd Dag Bl | 4 Ma pſie to the Service of 
the Cure at Huchrer et, Parſonage i and Vicarage, ih 
preſence of the whole Brethren and, Parifhoners con- 
veened for the Time, and took his. Oath © de fan. 
2 e and the Oaths of his Pariſho- 
ners, R erp, or ern of with him; and 


cating of 1 him in the Execution 0 Diſcipline. 
The laid  Mathodioh Procedure. 1408 Presbytery of 
undoubted atrons of the Patiſh of Drym 
her, id obſerye in the ſettling of the faid' Pariſh 
with a Miniſter. The Presbytery having a Meet 
ing occaſionally at Aberdeen, in the Time of the fit- 
ting of the Synod, did nominate. wk preſent an actu- 
al Miniſter 4 the Sc 9901 of the Cure at Drumblet, 
without ſo much 28 ofal ing 9s ſaid Pariſh, and 
much leſs allowing en © Election, which i 8 
* 


October laſt, to the Service of the Cure at Drumbiet, 
Vacant in their Hände, as undoubted' Patrons thereof, 


| Peared not, r compearing, proppned not, as {aid is, 


; | ( £ 6 3 * 
the n.\6dern Dialect is called tyrannizing over the 
cChriſti. un People. The Presbytery without ſending 

is 


any pre vis Notification of this to the Pariſh, did 
in a mo. t lummar Manner before their rifing - order 
the Edict tc Terved, as is evident from the re- 
turning of the Edict at their firſt Meeting thereafter. 
In theſe pure covenanting Times, this was not lookt 
upon as. an e xceptionable Step; nay the Presbytery 
was ordered 10% the Synod to prefent a qualified Per- 
Ton to, that Pa. rith, and they copy, without offer- 
ing to difſeat 9 giving a publick Teſtimony againſt 
ſuch an Appou \ tment of t eir 1nimediate Superiors. 
My Voucher for this 18 'a faithful Tranſcript of the 
Proceedings of the Presbytery of Tyrref. 


©. 4.1. Aberdeen, October 21. 1646. 
„The which Day the Brethren being required b 
the provincial te preſent x qualified Man to the Kir 
of DrumBer "vacant in their Hands, as undoubted 
Patrons thereof, did nominate Mr. Alexander Scrogie 


their Brother and Com-presb'yter thereto. 


| Doe Nee 55 
re, November 1, 1646. 
4 The ſaid Day ir. Alexander Serogie nominated 
by the Brethren, at the provincial of Hberdeen, in 


and ordained to ſerve av Edict at the Kirk of Drum- 
blet upon the 25th, of October laft, beating rhe law- 
ful Ciration of the Hetitors"ahd' Fariſhoners of the 
Maid Paxiſh to compear before them at the presbyte- 
rial Seat at Tur ref upon the firſt of November at the 
Hour of Cauſe, and thzte to propone any relevant 
Exceptions (if they bad any) why the 'faid Mr. 2. 
lerander might not be admitted to the Service of the 
Cure amongſt them, with Certification, if they com- 


the Brethren, would give Order” for the ſaid Mr, A 


Amer 
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6) 
betice, to the Service of the Cure among them: As 
alſo the ſaid Mr. Alexander being ordained to cauſe 
ſerve an Edict at the Kirk of *Forglen, where the 
ſaid Mr. ' Alexander did preſently ſerve, bearing the 
lawful Citation of the Pariſhoners of Forglen, to 
compear before the Brethren, Day and Place fore. 
ſaid, to hear and ſee the ſaid, Mr. Alexander their 
preſent Miniſter decerned, to be tranſplanted from 
them, to the Service of the Cure at Drumbler, with 
Certification, as ſaid is. Both the ſaid Edicts duly 
executed and indorſed were produced 7 the ſaid Mr. 
Alexander, and the Heritors and Pariſhoners of both 
the ſaid Pariſhes being called, and none compearing, 
the Brethren, in reſpe the Commiſſioners of Drum» 
Vet, who had compeared before them in the Time 
of the Vacancy of x, ſaid Kirk of Drumllet, in- 
treating the Brethren, that they would take to Heart 
their Caſe, and in the interim to have Care that 1 
did not altogether ly out deſtitute of a Miniſter, an 
of the Comfort of the Word, but woul@ with all cons 
venient Diligence ſupply that v«cant Room 'amongit 
them, and provide the ſame with an able Miniſter, + 

and declaring that the Pariſh had ſet their Eyes and | 
their Hearts on the ſaid Mr. Alexander; ſupplicate 

ing the Brethren (if it could ffand (N F.] with 
their Contentment) to admit the ſaid Mr. Alexander 
to be their Miniſter, did ordain that the {aid Mr, 
Alexanger ſhould be tranſplanted from Forglen, and 
upon the 15th of this Inſtant. Nozermber, ſhould: be 
admitted to the Service of the Cure of Drumblet, 
by Mr. Azdrew. Masfie and Mr. Arthur Mitchel, . 
Mr. Andrew being ordained to preach and to give 
the ſaid Mr, Alexander Inſtitution to the Miniſtry. 
at that Kirk, and to the whole Benefice, Paricnage 
and Vicarage, Glebe and Manſe, and all other Ca: 
ſualties jattly belonging, or which may be found. 

uſtly to belong to the Miniſter ſerving the Gure at 

Drumblet. —_ py r 168 r 


7 
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1: - Furreff,, December 3. 1646. 


Mr. Andrew Maſſie and Mr. Arthur Mitchel re- b 
ported; That they had admitted Mr. Alex ander 8 
Strogie to the Service of the Cure at Drumble:, upon 

che 1 5th of November laſt, being the Lord's Day. t! 
i There is 4 Paſſage relating to this Settlement in M 4 
the above Minute, Nogtmber r. declaring, That the g 
Pariſh" bad ſet their Eyes and Hearts on the ſaid m 
Mt. lerauder, and ſupplicating the Presbytery to le 
5 bim, which 1 ſhall examine a little, if this . 

0 
the 


fication Was in the Time of the Vacancy, before t 
resbytery had preſented Mr. Serogze, yet all I 
that can be inferred from it, is that the people A 
might petition, or give in their Prayer to the Pres: ſor 
Th ave ſich a Perſon for their Miniſter; 


. ʒͤß ˙ 
. 
' = 
- 


f 8 ple pretended to no Negative on the Presby- 
(ery, ut ſupplicated them moſt humbly, if it could 
fab with the Presbytery's Conteritment 3 they do 
1 for a free Election, or for a Modetation 

df a Call to one of their choofivg, neither do they 
Oy to tye down the Presbytery to their Man, 
but in their Petition, profeſs that they will accep: 
Fan able Miaiſter that the Presbytery ſhall provide, 
nd this they dy, Tho their Eyes and 'Heatts' were 

*t on Mr. Scrogze. This exceedingly differs from 
the inſolent Behaviour ef the people in ſome Corners 
of this Church, who rather preſcribe Rules to Church. 
Judicatories, than will be governed by the Conſtitu · Nuo 
tions and Acts of the Church. Beſides what I have 
advanced, let it be minded that the Supplicatios Aer 
C5 0s ſeems to have been very little regarded, When it was 
iven in ; for there is nothing marked about it in 
ze Minutes of their former Meetings; and at the 
| Return of the Edict, it i- obſervable, there is not 
o much as one from the Pariſh; fignifying their Ap 
probation, or infiſting to have him admitted; but Lor 
the Presbytery calls to the Mind, = maar > Ing t 
. 5 . one ri? 
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2H 
fioners from Drumblet had once peritioned for him; 
and there is no more about it. 
Thus F have demonſtrated, t 22 2 eccleſ 1 pres- 


e- ial. Patrons have exerciſed, the Right of Preſen- 
7 — of Miniſters to Pariſhes, ion rain 95 
3 nſent Call or Election of the People; and t 
tte conſtant Step taken 0 know their Conſe 
in in edictal Citat ion, and that if t people did wee 
he give it, 4s they, were charged to do by 5 Edict, rio 
id more remained to them but a Liber) to propone re- 
to levant Objectians. 
is vo proceed to thaw. what. was the Conduct of 
re Prezbyreries during this Wee in cho, ſettling of pa- 
f i: TY or were in poſſeſſion of the Patronage. 
le And here 22 that Preſentations were give 
es · ¶ ſometimes to ExpeRancs or Probationers, who = 
r; before the Presbytery with their Preſentations i 7 thei 
y. Hands, and craved to be r received upon 27 
id Norder to Ordination to "the iniſtry i in the Wh ri bs 
15 8 fo-which: their Freſeptations did bear them; and 1 
on weet with 3 given to Miniſters, already 
ey ed in Pariſhes, w ho in, like manner brought thei 
rl Preſentations to the respytery, and defired that by 
2 ede fh might admitted to the Sef⸗ 
viee of the Cure in th Pariſhes to which they hs 
their Proſentarioos. * ow, as to the Conduct of th 
lieftories.of the Church, 7 reſpect to. both; I 
u to go on in my Hiſtory of Settlements. 
- And firſt; I ſhall mention ſome Settlemen ts nad © 
ty- Japon Preſentations granted to ſuch as were Probaris- 
veſſÞpcrs for the holy iniſtry. The firſt, [ notice un- 
der this Head, is the planting ale Fariſh of För. 
glen with Mo. Alexander 870 ge, who had been 
> of the * in the 1855 College of Old. 4- 


þ razor. Gentle mpeared before tho 
Iran. 3h" Par EE 9, Nan with a 


not 
\p Treſejinggion, in, hy grant corge 
2 : Bamff to. 25 Nau irk of 702 & 


; ng chews 0 t him to Trials, and bein 75 
adm T a font 


2 
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gualified to adm't him to the Miniſtry there. At 


rt the Presbytery repelled the ſaid Preſentation, in 


- regard he had nor previouſly fought the Advice of 


the Presbytery ; but he having given Satisfaction up- 


7 


on this particular, they accepted his Preſentation, 
and rook him upon Ts/als in order to his Ocdinati- 


on, before they had propoſed him to the People, ei- 


ther for their Conſent or Choice, nay before he had 


ziven a Proof of his Gifts, whereby they might know, 
if they could be edified by him, and when that 
Presbytery. found him qualified, they ordained him 
to the Miniſtry, without any Call of Heritors and El- 
ders, and far leſs of the People, and no other Con- 
ſent was given, but what they were charged to:give 


by the edictal Citation; and yet when they admit- 


ted him to the Charge of Forglen, their Minutes ex- 
preſly. bear, that this they did, conform to the Con- 
Riepflen of the Kirk of Scotland, nay they add, con» 
form to the Act of Parliament (N. B.) in all Points, 
which Act binds and aſtricts Presbyteries to admit 
whatſoever qualified Perſon ſhall be preſentod to 


them. Thus theſe Covenanters did not think that 


the lettling of a qualified Perſon in a Pariſh, upon 


4 . 
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* 
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the footing of an Ack of Parliament;-and*by'a Prefer 
tation when there was no Call nor Sounding of the 
nclinations of the People, was inconſiſtent with the 
onſtitutions of this Church. This being a Matter 
fo ſurpriſing, no doubt, to my Readers, needs to be 


well atteſted :' And to ſhew there is- noForgery here, 


4 . 


or a bare traditional Story, 1 give 2 Tranſcript of the 
Minutes concerning It. | e 


ins 


Turreſ, December 29. 1642. 


The faid = compeared Mr. Alexander Scrogie, 
and produced a Preſenra 

Tord of Bam to the Kirk of Forglen, vacant nos 

bis Lordſhip's Hande, by Deceaſe of umquhile M. 
75 ert Thom late Miniſter thereat, the ſaid Lord 


reſentation granted to him by George 


amff being 


undoubted Fatron of the ſaid Kirk, 


and 


Frhr. e . 2 30 — + yy 4 


5 1 
and defired that (N. F.) conform to the ſaid Preſen-. 
tation, he might be admitted to his Trial, and ba- 
ing found qualified for the Function of the Miniſtry 
to be admitted thereto, againſt the which Deſire they 
did except, that by an Ordinance of the General 
Aſſembly bolden at Gl ago, no Man ougbt to have 
ſought or ſollicited for any Preſentation to any Bene- 
fice within the Precinct of a; Presbytery, under pain 
of rejecting the Sollicitor, igſo facto ranguam reur 
ambzrus. Whereunto the ſaid Mr. Alexander re- 
ply'd, That in preſence. of God, he knew not ſuch 
au Ordinance, and that he had not-ſollicite, but was 
ſallicited to accept of the ſaid Preſentation from my 
Lord Bamff the very Day his Lordſhip did go to 


the South, not certain when he was to return back 


again; ſo that tho he had known of the Ordinance, 
and had been never ſo willing to acquaint the Presby-, 
wy with the Bufineſs, he could not get it done, in 
reſpect there was no Meeting of the Brethren, be- 


twixt the Time the Matter was mentioned to him 


by my Lord of Bamff, and his Lordſhip's South · go- 
ing, and yet be had acquainted, certain of the Bre-. 
thren in private, as he had Occaſion to meet with. 
them, as they themſelves know, who (N. F,) did 
not think amiſs of the Matter; notwithſtanding of 
all which, if, thro' Ignorance, he ſhould be judged 
to have tranſgreſſed the ſaid Ordina nce, he humbly 
ſubmitted himſelf co the, enſure of the Brethren, 


either to accept of him or reject him, as they ſhould 


think convenient. Whereupon the Presbytety being 
rſwaded of the Truth of his Aſſeverations, und 
nods ſaid Mr. Alexander to be a modeſt. 


and learned Man, having given good Proof of his, 


Qualifications, both in Philoſophy, in the King's Col- 
lege of Old Abergeen, and in Divinity, being often, 
heard and approven, publickly and privately in the 
Presbytery of Aberdeen, diſpenſes with, his Omiſſion 
proceeding from Ignorance of the foreſaid Ordinance. 

a 25y 34 offs ati tied; n 
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actepre bis Pesſentation, and dufte kim 0 v Tinh 
( 9.) by Virtue thereof. 
Ae this he went chro' his Trials, — 19. 
164%, Febtubfy #h; March oth and Match 50 in 
alf which he was dpproveri and declifed qualified. 
At this Meeting in March the phy gy Spe the. 
next Meeting to be at For fourteen! 
Duys, fot admitting of Mt. Ae Klage, — 
Mr William Douglas is eppointed to tedch. 


f . Forgltn, April fg. fel; 1 þ it > 
II men glat taught, Luke v. 10 Gik- 
Ine the ſaid Mir. Villlam, x ne reſt of ie Bie 


iten gave Impefrioh of Hande, Collation and Infdi:" 


tation to Mr. Alerunder Scrogie to thæK irk of For. 
gien, and ad mi ttetl him to the flid Charge, conforms 
to the Conſtitut tos of the Kirk of Scob hm, and: 
A N F. J of Futlin ment in all Points: 
Another Settlement of the fume Nature is of Me. 
Hetauder Garn, 1 Regent alſo in the Kings Col. 
d of Old Herten. This Gentle atp bing ap- 
ba that His" Brother Regent's Preſentätium Hud 

K 


re pelled b e -bodufe* Ke had nor 
d ei Advice previoufl 50 the obtaming itz 
my Care not to Ar wech Wherefore he ffeſt 


tirioned the' Pitebytery of Turreſ for Liberty to 
1 nth the Patttn ef For gus, for 4 Preſentati on 
ut K ck; which fry ſo 
# in the DeAvetatics declared, Frgr ſuuhb M 
ent with 4 Petron was awful. Hewin oo 
bf ſuccrbded, tbe within the Spas of l Days 
2 to. the eee y with the oe We Mr 

du And he- obtained Leave! 6 folieite 
tte Patton cunctuded might warrentably court 
| ee and 


— of che Farfffio ners Mere 
He Erde ok rity in His Cont 
nok Thi aks" Fore 5 he gin on chem to ft 
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(for being choir Mine, tho as yet they 
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no Specimen of hie Gifts. This Favour alſo.the 
—.— granted, without ſtanding on the Cem - 
mony of a Call, or a Teſtimony of the Verity af their 
Petition by a Miniſter's ſuperviſing it. The Matter 
of Fact. us to this Settlement, I ſhall verify from abe 
Preabyzery's Minutes, torr of WAFS 


ws 1 Abergeen, January 17. 1644- 00 
The which Day, in preſence of the Moderatar and 
Bays, occaſionally conveened within the King's 
Collage of Old Aberdeen, for trying and admitting of 
a Profeſſar of Diyinity within the ſaid College, cùm- 
peared Mr. AMexander Garden, one of the Regents 
af the College; and did humbly iptreat the Bre- 
thren, ſince the Kirk of Forgue, within the Preciatt 
of the Pregbytery of Turref, was vacant.in the Hand: 
of a noble and potent Lord, Jamat Viſcount of Free- 
dracht, Lord Creichton, by the Demiſſion and Tranſ- 
plantation of William Doxglas late Miniſter 


% 
* "4 
k *4 


thejeat, that oz wayld be pleaſed to give bim Li- 


—— to deal with the ſaid noble Lord for a Pre- 
2pration to the ſaid Kirk. The whilk Defre being 


(N. 3.) found lawful. by the {aid Brethren, in E- 


* 


22 good Hope they ceneaived of the ſaid 


Alexander, that be ſhould proye à good and 
prof table Inſtrument in the Kirk of God, they wil- - 


lingly and graciouſly condeſcended thereto, and ar - 
dained thęſe preſents to be inſert in the presbyterial 


Bank, there to remain ad futurum rei memoriam. 
, A, 18 US 13. 5; 15 4 
. - Trutreff,, Januar ag. 1644. 


A 


'Compeared Me, Alexander Garden, one of the. p 
pts within the King's College of Old Aberdeen, 


TE 


and praduced 8 Preſentation granted to 
noble and patent Lord, James Viſegunt 
drachs, Laxd Cræiahton, the 29th of Faynary 644. 
the ſaid noble Lord being undouhted Patron of tlie 


ſaid Kirk and Beneſice. As alle, the ſaid Mr. 4. 


lexanger did produce a Sppplication from « 


e Hari- 
loners * 


TY ( 64 ') 
ſhioliers. of Forgue, and another Supplication from 
the ſaid noble Lord, deſiring and intreating the Bre- 
ithren,' with all convenient Diligence, to put the ſaid 
Mr. Alexander to his Trials; and being found qua- 
-lified for the Miniſtry, to admit him to the ſaid 
Kirk: As alſo, the ſaid Mr. Alexander produced a 
Teſtimony of his Chriſtian Carriage and! iterature 
from the Univerſity! of Old Aberdeen; and a Letter 
of Recommendation from the Principal of the ſaid 
. Univerfity. The Brethren did allow the procedure, 
admitted the Preſen tation, and ordained the ſaid Mr. 
Alexander the next Day of their Meeting, to proceed 
in the ordinary Matter of their Exerciſe; which he 
did at Turreff, February 15. and delivered the Con- 
troverſy de pecc ato originali, March 6. and March 
14. delivered the other parrs of his Trials; in all 
which he was sppro ven. 


| ©» Tarreſſ March 14. 1644 © 
Compeared George Sinclair from the Pariſh of 
Morgue, and produced a Supplication ſubfcribed by 
the Hands of the Patron and Pariſhioners of | Frogue, 
_ humbly intreating the Brethren, That fince Mr. Aleæ- 
ander Garden preſented to the Kirk of Forgue, (N. 
'B. they do not ſay whom they bad elected or called, 
but who is preſented) had given them full Satisfac: 
tion in his Trials, that they would be pleaſed to give 
Order for his Admiſſion the next Sabbath, and that 
they would be pleaſed to diſpenſe with that piece of 
Formality, in ſerving of an Edict, as a Thing in the 
pre ſent Caſe' ſuperfluous and dangerous; ſuperfluous, 
becauſe the Patron and Pariſhioners would be ſo far 
from oppoſing his Entry, as they had already ſuppli- 
eeated, and now again did ſupplicate, that the ſaid 
Mx. Air rander might be admitted how ſoon it might 


be conveniently done. Dangerous it is alſo, not only 


becauſe in the interim they ſhould be deftitute of 


bdde Word and Sacraments, and the Reins of Diſci. 
Pline' being once let loeſe, ſuch Diſorders might fall 


out 
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65 
out in a ſhort Time in the Pariſh, which afterwards 
in a long Time, and with muck pains, could not be 
rectiſied; but alſo, becauſe of the prefent increaſing 
and prevailing Troubles in the Country, which might 
hinder the Admiſſion of their Miniſter, God knows 
how long. The Brethren taking theſe Things into 
their ſeribus Conſideration, diſpenſe with the ſerving 
of the Edie, and ordained Mr. William Donglas 
Profeffor' of Divinity, late Minifter at the ſajd Kirk of 
Forge, to go the Sunday next to the fail" Kirk, and 
teach there, and together with Mr. Robert Slair, 
Mr: Hlerùnder Scrogie, Mr. Patrick Urquhart, 
and Mr. Andreto Malſie, to give the ſaid Mr: Alews 
ander Impoſition of Hands, Collat ion and Inſtitution 
to the Charge and Benefice of the ſaid Kirk; rand to 
take his Oath de deli adminiſlratione oicit; and 
finally, to uſe all other Solemnities conform to the 
Conſtitutions of the Church of Seorland. - * 


, + S,. 
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* © * Porgue, March 11 164444. 
+» Phe which Day the Brethren” ſupramentioned and 
nominated, conveened at the Kirk of Forgue, being 
the Lotd's Day, and there, after the Exerciſe of the 
Word of God, ani Invocation of his holy Name, did 
„.d of Hands to Mr. Alexander Garden, 

nd admitted him to the Miniſtry of Forgue ; and 
did' give him Collation and Iluſtitution to the Charge 
and Beneficè thereof, conform to the Conſtitutions 
and Canons of the Kirk of Scotlaud in all points, and 
dick take the ſaid Mr. Ale#ander his Oath de fideli 
adminiftrariane officii, and of (N. B.) his Allegi- 
ance to the King's moſt' excellent Majeſty, and O- 
bedience to his Ordinary the Kirk of Scotland, their 
Aſſemblies get eral and provide jal, and the Presby- 
tety of Turreh. This wes dotie in the preſence of 
we Whole Congregation” conveened to divine Wor- 

on SPP, FO. Kerne 1 Hane 

A third Taftanre under this Head, is the Settle- 
ment of the Pariſh of Forgien by one Mr. * 
ann „ | rown, 


* 


nan: c 66 
* who, with his own Hands, dies to the 
Fresbytery of Lurreſ a Preſentation granted him by 
my Lord Banff; which Preſentation the Presbytery 
inttantly accepted, and preſcribed his Trials, where- 
ia he acquitted himſelf to their Approbation: And 
all this Time, the Presbytery bas no Application 
made tothem by the Pariſh ; nay, 1t does not appear 
that they ever did hear him, till the Preebytery had 
ſuſtained a "Diſcourſe of his, as a part of his I riaje 
in order to Ordination. The Presbytery made no 
Steps for à free Election, or moderating f. in bo E 
him; and the. Sentiments of the pariſ 
known till the Day of his Ordination, w * Ek 
dict was return'd, the ſame being ſery'd b ” 01 
Brown himſelf by the Fresbytery ' Order. If | 
L ſhall give ſufficient Documents of thefe T Things 
hope that from this and the former mo Fett ments, 
it will uncontroulably appear, that t resbytery, 
upon the bare preſentation, without any Thing like a 
free EleQion, or « popular Call, did W the e 
ace of their precinct. | 


nt Furraß December 3; 264 Ps | 
| -Eamipeared Mr. Robert Brown, F rc 
Bump, and produced a. Preſ, rx ion under t ea 2 
and Subſcription of my Lord of Bam 1 the Ser 
of the Cure at N and Bene e ereo das 
vacant iu his Lordſhip's H oub 7 7 0 
thereof, by reaſon of che Demi on e ee 
tation of Mr. Alexander Serogie late re- 
ut Phe Brethren acce of the Hy : olent 88 
und iu reſpect the heard the faid Mr. Robert 
_ exerciſing before them, to the great Content 
them al For the faid Mr. Robert his Trials, or- 
4ains, that the next Day of their Meeting he ſhall 
teach this — An Chriſtus fit Pariter g 
vm nibur mortuuus? A ws EN he een e 


ory at Forglen, . e 
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1 
Accordingly he did, in two Meetiogs of the Preſ- 
byrery, March 4. and March 18. go thro his 
rials, and was approven. as Fra +/+ 


15 March 18. 1647. i 

The next Meeting to be at Forglen the firſt of 
Apr it, for giving to Mr. Robert Brown Admiſſion 
and Inſtitution to the Service of the Cure there, and 
Viſitation of the faid Kirk; and for this Effect 
CN. B.) Mr. Robert Brown is to ſerve an Edict 
the next Sabbath, bearing the lawful Citation of the 
whole pariſh, to hear and ſee the ſaid Mr. Roben 
admitted, or then to alledge a reaſonable Cauſe why 
the ſamen ought not to be done. The Moderator is 
ordain'd to hear the Sermon. | 


Forglen, April t. 1647. 
This Day being appointed for the Viſitation of the- 
Kirk of Forglen, and Admiſſion of Mr. Robert 
Brown to the Service ot the Cure thereat, Mr. Wil. 
liam Faffray taught, Acts xx. 28. and the ſaid Mr. 
Robert was admitted, according to the Order of the 
Kirk of Scotland. The Edict being firft ſerved; anil 
no Oppoſition made to his Admiſſion, but the whole 
Parjſhioners preſent, ſupplicating for the ſame car- 


neſtly. * 
Becauſe 1 have obſerved during this Period, that the 
laick Patrons have ſometimes given Preſentations to 
actual Miniſters, who were already in poſſeſſion of 
Settlements, it is neceflary, that my Hiſtory of Settle- 
ments ſhould give an Account of the Conduct of the 
Miniſters preſented, and of the Management of the 
Prezbyrery, in order to their Tranſportation. And 
here it will be evident, that the Miniſters preſented 
did accept, and thought it nowiſe; inconſiſtent. with 


presbyterian Principles to do it, nor with Modeſty, 


to appear before Kirk Judicatories with the Preſen- 
tation jn their Hands, defiring to be tranſported; aud 
like y iſe that Nen did make ann 


| 


Z ES : 
the Footing, of theſe Preſentations, without allowing 
a free Election, or obtaining a popular Call. Mini- 
ſters in theſe covenanting Times, who had taken and 
ſubſcrib'd the Covenants, had ſurely rhe beſt Oppor- 
ttunity of underſtanding. the Obligation of theſe. Co- 
venants, and how far it did extend: But the Doctrine 
of popular Elections was not then inculcated upon 
the people, nor did they claim any ſuch privildge. 
The firſt. Settlement I ſhall mention under this 
Head, is that of the Pariſh of King Edwards, in the 
Precinct of the Presbytery of Zurrcf,. by Mr. Willi. 
am Jaffray Miniſter. at Achredy, within the Bounds 
of the ſaid Presbytery, he being preſented by the 
Earl Marſhal. It is very true, that Eliꝭ,j˖m Dil. 
gardice of that Ilk, the very ſame Day in which the 
preſentation was delivered in io the presbytery, pro- 


Aduced a Supplication from the Heritors and pariſhi- 


oners of King Edwards, craving Mr. William af 
Fray might be admitted to be their Miniſter ; but 
this being but a petition, (which all grant the people 
may make) and a private Deed, none knowipg how 
Subſcriptions might be impetrated to it, none being 
appointed to ſuperviſeſit; yer the presbyrery, without 
inquiring into the Verity of the ſame, take all upap 
Truſt, and looking upon it as good Coin, inſtantly, 
F aac ph any Call or Election, order the Edict to bc 
-1crved. nat bed: ad we'd? . 1 


FVurreſ, May 6. 1647. 3 
Mr. William Faffrey (N. B.) produced a preſen- 
tation to the ſaid Kirk from the Earl Marſbal, un- 
[doubted patron thereof, together with; a Letter di- 
rected by the ſaid Earl to the presbytery, deſiring 
the Brethren, upon the siche aß the ſaid preſenta 
tion, to take Courſe with all conyenient Diligence, 
for Admiſſion of the ſaid Mr. #7/4am thereto. The 
Brethren (N. S. acceptedlof the ſaid preſentation, 
andi arda ined the ſaid M William to go and preach 
- King Edwards the next Sabbath, the ↄth ye” on 
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ward, and give him Inſtitution to the Service o 
Cue e.. .. 


1 69 } ; 
inſtant, and there to ſerve an Edict, requiring all 
parties 1 Intereſt to compear before the Bre- 
thren of the Presbytery of Turreff, upon the 27th of 
this inſtant, and to propone any reaſonable Excepti- 
ons (if they had any) why the ſaid Mr. Milliam 
might not be admitted to the Service of the Cure at 
King' Edward, with Certification, &c. As alſo, 
the brechen ordained an Edict to be ſerved the next 
Sabbath Day at Achredy, charging, Oc. 


n Turreff, May 23"! i- * £45 0 

The ſaid Day Mr. William Faffray produced twp 
ſeveral Edits duly executed and indorſed, bearing 
the lawful Citation of the pariſhioners of King EA 
wards and Achredy, to compear before the Brethren, 
to object (if they could) againſt the Tranſplanta- 
tion of the ſaid Mr. Milliam from Acbhreah, to the 
Service of the Cure at King Edwards ; who being 
thrice called, and none cotnpearing, the Brethren or- 
dained the faid Mr. Milliam to be tranſplanted, and 


WW þ 


admitted to the Service of the Cure at King Edward 
upon the next Lord's Day, the goth of this, inſtant; 
and for this Effect, ordains Mr. Viiliam Stepenſon 
and Mr. Robert Brown, to paſs with the ſaid; mw 


William Jaffray to the pariſh Kirk of INS 4 
© 
: - 3 


1 Turreff, July C. 444) i nns 

Mr. William Stevenſon reported, That he, accom- 
panied with Mr. Robert Brown, went upon the 3oth 
Day of May, and had given Inſtitution to Mr. Nil. 


lam'Faffray to the Service of the Cure at King 


ward, to the great Contentment of all the pari- 
Mioners. nne | ky * 


Io this I ſhall ſubjoin an Actbunt df. the Settle- 


ment of the Pariſh of Achredy, upon the Foot of * 
pure Preſentation, with an actual Miniſter; the Earl 
of Marſhal having preſented -- one Mr. Aleuas dar 
dat | Dornglas, 


| 


( 76 af. 1 
Domgliar, the Prodbytery found ſome Informality. in 
the Dru ſent {t back. to 
this 
t far 
5 ; The 
Preſentation being rectified, the ſaid Mr. Douglas 


| ught of the Preſentation, and 

the Barl to have 5 _ not — — 
Advantage to defeat the Earl's Right to 

that Vice, becauſe of the ſaid 575 : 


me it likewiſe to the Presbytery, and havi 

delivered it in to the Preebytery with his own Hand, 
they accepted thereof, and inſtanter ordered the E- 
dict to be ſerved, without any Call or Election, or 
ſo much as a Petition for his Admiſſion ; nay no In- 
timation in their Regiſter, but that when he was ad- 
mwitted, the pariſh-gave their Approbation. All this 


appeurs from the following Copy of their Minutes. 


5 _  Gemree, July 22. 16477. 
1Compoeared Mr. Alexander Douglas an actual 
Miniſter ſometime in Ireland, foreed to fly from 
thence, by reaſon of the bloody Perſecution that was 
there, and produced an Preſentation to the Kirk and 
Benence of Achredy, under the Hand and Subſcrip- 
tion of the Earl Marſbal, undonbted Patron thereof, 
together with an Letter of the ſaid Earl directed to 
the Presbytery, -defiring the Brethren to admit the 
aid Mr. Hlewaner to the Service of the Cure at 
Arhvyeay, together alſo with an Recommendation of 
the faid Mr. Alexander from the Presbytery of 
Mernis. The Preſentation not being found ſuffici- 
ent, it was (N. Z.) ſrut back to the ſaid Earl to be 
tectiſied. | | 8 17 


Mr. Alexander Douglas did produce an (N. H. 
2 Preſentation to the Kirk of Achredy, under the 

ubſcription of the Earl Marſhal undoubted Patron 
thereof. An Edict is -ordained to be ferved at the 
Kirk of Mc upon the next Lord's Day, requir- 
ing the whole Heritors and Pariſnoners of Achredy 
to compear before the Brethren of the Prechyrcey, at 


S = 


EP oy © 
Turreff, the 26th of this Inftant, to accept or except 


n 8 

> (it they could) againſt the ſaid Mr. Alexander, whom 

they had heard diverſe Times preaching before 

r them. 1 n 39900 

- | 

% | Turreff, Auguſt 6. 
Mr. Alerander Douglas produced an Edict duly + 

: executed and indorſed, bearing the lawful Citation 

ol the pariſhoners of Aobreuy to compear before the 

Ly 


Brethren this Day, to propone any relevant Excep-' 
tions (if they had an Fahy the ſaid Mr 


| aighe not be admitted to be their Miniſter. 
be pariſhoners of Aubredy being thrice called, 


and none compearing to object; the Brothren ordain- 
ed Mr. Audroꝛo Maſſie to paſs to the ſaid Kirk: of 
Hebredy upon the 5th of September next, 1 


1 I tothe ſaid Mr. Alerander Inſtitution to the 

pv EK. n ME aus 
dl © Auchtorleſs, September 23. 
p- Mr. Adem Maſſic reported that he had given 
f, Inſtitution to Mr. Merxrander Douglas to the Kink | 
to of Aelvedy upon the 5th of Seprember aft. © 
ec 1 5 *. a 3 8 ' \ 
* in Edenburgh, Auno 1648, there had been ſeve- 
of ml pariſhes vacant for a <qnfiderable Time, which 


of iſ was vecafioned by a Diſpute and Difference between 
i- the Magiftrates and Minifters. The Miniſters did 
be I not controvert the Magiſtrates Right of preſenting, 
bat they anfſted that the Conſem of the whole gel- 
ſions of Edinburgh ſhould be had to the perſon or 
perſons preſented, as had been uſed from the begin- 
2.) ning (as they alledged) of the Reformation. The 
be Magiſtrates on the other Hand contended it was ſuf- 
on ficient if they did preſent with the Conſent of the 
he particular Seffion, where the Minifter is to ſerve, 
but this Conſent of the people was never urged ; and 
when this Difference could not be terminated by 
Meetings among themſelves, the great Seſſion (as it 


72 


was then ſtiled) of the Kirk of Edinburgb, drew u 

a2 Supplication to be preſented to the General at 

- ſembly, dated Ang? 3. 1648, that they would find 
n 


out a Remedy: | 
© have by frequent petitions dealt with our Magiſtrates 
and Council of this Burgh, to fill up the places that 
« want, after the manner that hath been- uſed, after 
©the: beginning, of the Reformation, 70 wit, by the 
Conſent of the, whole Seſſions of this Kirk ; but have 
no. atis faction to this ſo reaſonable a Deſire; the 


Magiſtrates alledging that, they will] preſent only 


* with the Conſent of. the particular Seſſion, where the 
Miniſter to be choſen, is to ſerve; whereupon will 
* follow exceeding-great Inconveniencies and apparent 
© Breaches 366 pe Lap ſhall appear out of a paper, 
© expreſſing our Reafons, why the great Seſſion ought. 
©tohavye.ſome Voice in the Call of every Minifter;to; 
© Pdinburgh,unleſs this Judicatory find Remeid.” This 
paper is not recorded in the Seiſions Regiſter ; what 
was the Deliverance of the Aſſembly, I know not; 
for tho' in the 4th of October, the great Seſſion or- 
dained Mr. James Hamilton their Moderator, with 
Milli am Caſtelam to attend the Clerk of the Geperal 
Aſſembly, for cauſing him extract the Act of the 
General Aſſembly anent the: Anſwer to their $ap- 

lication; > > neither is this inſerted in the Regiſter, 

owever after the Aſſembly, Anno 1549, had fram'd 
and agreed to their Directory, the great or the ge- 
neral Seſſion of Ediuburgb were the Callers, of Mi- 
niſters to the City, as will appear from the Sequel of 
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this Supplication, they ſay, We 
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FER I had prepared this Section for 
= the Preſs,and a good part of it had been 
N 2 printed, the Presbytery Book of Linlitl- 
Lord, from the Month of October 1639. 
co Oftober 1653 incluſive,. was put into 
my Hands; and having peruſed it, I' 

obſerved there were a great many Settlements (upon 
the footing of preſentations) made by the ſaid płes- 
bytery, during this period; I chooſed to add an Ap- 
pendix to this Sec ion, theſe being clear and evident 
praafs of what I undertook to make out in the Ru- 
brick of this Section. nne 
Fhere were ſeveral Settlements made by the pres- 
bytery of Zinlithgow in the Years 1640 and 164r,. 
without any other Conſent given by the people to the 
ſame, than as they were charged to do by an edictal 
Citation. In the firſt of May 1640, the pariſh of A. 
bercor: being long vacant, after the Death of Mr. 
Andrew Wung, the Gentlemen and Elders of the 
pariſh repreſented to the presbytery, that the Right 


1 


1 


of preſenting was fallen into their Hands, and inſttuct- 


ed the ſame to their Satisfaction, and humbly ſup- 
plicated the presbytery to preſent. an ſufficicorly qua- 
lified perſon for the Miniſtry of the ſaid Kirk; 
vhereupon the presbytery coulidering the ſaid Sup- 

| dla: red hots = plication 


174 
plication (N. Z.) to be godly and juſt, did forth- 
with ordain one Mr. James Forbes, Son to Mr. John 
Forbes ſometime Miniſter at Delph in Holland, and 
N his Edict to be ſerved the very next Sab- 

at 


| In June 10. it is reported to the Presbytery, 

that the Edict was ſerved, and no Impediment being 
objected, the Preſentation was ſubſcribed by the 
Brethren, and. ordained the Admiſſion to be on Fri- 
day next, which was executed accordingly, June 12. 
In the 18th, of Auguſt 1641. a Preſentation to the 
Kirk of Queengferry, granted in favours of Mr. E- 
Phraim Melvil, was exhibited to the Presbytery of 
Linlithgow, with his Teftimonials from the Pres- 
byteries of St. - Andrews and Coupar; and that very 


Day they preſcribed him the firſt Part of his Trials 


without Conſent askt or given by the ſaid Pariſh. 
- Theſe, and the other Parts of his Trials, he deliver- 
ed, Auguſt 25. September 1. September 15. In the 
of September his Edict is appointed to be ſerv- 
4 and it being returned and executed, September 
29. and no Objection made, he was admitted the ve- 
ry, next Day to the Miniſtry in Queen ſſerrx. 
In September 15. 1641. « Preſentation to the Kirk 
Zivingſton, in favours of Mr. Patrick Shiel, by 
the Laird of Livinęſton, is produced to the Presby- 
tery of Zznlzthgow ; and they forthwith, without any 
Call or Conſent from the Pariſh, preſeribed him the 
firſt Part of his Trials, which he delivered on the 
ag9th of the ſaid Month. The ſecond Part he de- 
livered on the x3th of October, a third on October 
27th, and a fourth. on the 17th of November, when 


his Edict was appointed to | ſerved, and was re- 


turned December 1. and no Object ion made, ordered 
his Admiſſion to be eight Days thereafter ; and this 
"rag to the Fresbytery on the 15th of that 
ontn. | 1 6.3 : 
In the Month of July the 25th 15 1642, Mr. John 
Dunlop Son to Mr. John Drunlo Tiniſter at Rat ho, 
was preſented to the Kirk of Caldercleir, and wit h- 
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out any Call or Conſent from the Pariſh; the Presby- 
tery of Linlithgoto preſcribed him the firſt Part of 
his Trials, which he delivered, Auguſt 10. the fe- 
cond on Augyſt 24. the third on September 7. and a 
fourth on Sefrember 21. his Edict is returned, Octo- 
ber 5th, end none made Oppoſition, except Calder- 
hall, who gave in a Supplication againſt him, but 
his Reaſons not being thought relevant, at length he 
— therefrom ; wherefore Mr. John his Admiſ- 


on was appointed to be on Thurſday come eight 


F da In October 13. he was admitted to be Mini- 


"Mr at Calderclezr without any Iaterruption, except 


by one Mr. John Elie, whoſe Warrant to compear 


in that Cauſe was found to be inſufficient, and there- 


fore he commanded to be filent, whereupon he pro- 
teſted, and the Brethren charge him to compear be- 
fore them the next Day, whoſe Judgment he deelin- 
ed, becauſe, as he alledged, he was no reſident in 
their Bounds. © — \ 
One Mr. John Bruce being preſented to the Kirk 
of Morumſide, by my Lord Almont, June 2. 164 
that ſame Day the Presbytezy, without any Call or 
Conſent of the Pariſh, did prefcribe him a Part of 
his Trials, and when theſe were over, the Edict was 
ſerved and returned; a great Number of the Pari- 
ſhoners proteſted againſt his Admiffion, and gave 
their Reaſons: Upon which many Applications 
were made by the Presbytery to the Patron to fall 


from Mr. Bruce, and to preſent another- qualified” 


Perſon ; but the Patron was inexorable, ſtil adher- 
ing to his Preſentee; and the Presbytery ſtill putting 
off the Admiſſion, tho' they and the Corroſpondents 
from other Presbyteries had found him qualified; 
the Patron made Application to the Privy-council of 
Scotland, who reſented it ſo highly, that the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly found it neceſſary to appoint the 
Presbytery to admit the ſaid Mr. Bruce, which was 
at laſt comply d A This being ſo pertinent to 

. * 5 my 
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| 36) 
my Purpoſe, 1 ſhall give a particular Relation of the 
whole Procedure. | | | | 


« | L inlithgow, June 2. 1641. 
Mr. John Bruce exhibited and preſented his Pre- 


ſentation by my Lord Amont to the Kirk of Morum- 


ſide, ordained him to make Addition to the Exerciſe, 


the firſt Part of his Trial. 


June 16. 

Exerciſe by Mr. John Bruce for Mr. John Dryf- 
dale, and therefore no Addition, ordairs Mr. John 
3 8 225 to exerciſe next, and Mr. John Bruce to 
add. | 


IF June 30. 
Exerciſe by Mr. John Oryſdale, Addition by Mr. 

John F#ruce, who is ordained to treat the Contro- 

verſy de pur gatorio for the next Point of the Trial. 


W | July 28. 
The Controverſy de purgatorio was treated by Mr. 
Jobn Brice, and approved. 


8 Auguſt rt. 

Popular Sermon made by Mr. John Bruce for the 
Iaſt Point of his Trial, John xxl, 15. Sundry Bre- 
thren not being ſatisfied, he is ordained to preach 
again upon 1 Zzm, i. 15, | 


Auguſt 25. re 
Mr. John Brace was ready to preach for the laſt 
Part of his Trial, he is ordered to preach at Morum- 
fide the next Sabbath. . | 


September 1. 


Ordained Mr. {09s Bruce to preach his popular 
Setmon tnis Day n e 


urteen Days. 


Sep- 


1 _ _ 
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6. 1 
| September 15. | 
Popular Sermon by Mr. John Bruce, 1 Tim. i. 15. 
for the laſt Point of his Tria!: Mr. John Brice is 
approved as fit and qualified for the Kirk of Morum- 


fide. The Brethren ordain his Edict to be ſerved 


at the ſaid Kirk, and Mr. John Dryſdale to preach 
that Day. "IE 


| October 13. 

Mr. John Dryſdale reported, that upon the 11th 
Day of October inftant, he preached in the Kirk of 
Morumfide, and cauſed publiſh Mr. Fohn Bruce his 
Edict, which he delivered, duly executed and in- 
dorſed by Fames Bailie Reader at the ſaid Kirk. 


The Pariſhoners and others having Intereft, being 
warned and called upon, if any would appear to ob- 


ject againſt his Admiſſion, compeared a great Num- 
ber of Pariſhoners, and proteſted againſt . his Admiſ- 
ſion, alledging they could receive no Benefit by him, 
nor Edification by his Doctrine; which Proteſtation 
was given in in Writ, and ſubſcribed with their 


Hands, Ec. an Letter alſo was exhibit from my 


Lord Forreſter and Miliam Rigg principal Heritors 
of the ſaid Pariſh, proteſting againſt his Admiſſion, 
and appealing to the Aſſembly. It was declared by 
the Moderator, that ſundry of thoſe who now did 
oppole his Admiſſion, were once willing to it, and 
declared their Aſſent, and that my Lord Forreſter, 
in his Letter written ſince the former, had declared 
to him that he would not oppoſe Mr. John his Ad- 


miſhon. The Brethren think it meet to continue 


his Admiſſion, and to report to the enſuing Aſſem- : 


bly. 


December 15. 1 

Anent Mr. John Bruce, who was preſented to 
the Kirk of Morumſide, and found qualified by the 
Presbytery, for ſo meikle as the Synod, becauſe 8 
| | the 


* 


8 
the Oppoſition made by a great Part of the Pariſho- 
ners to his Entry, alledging his Want of due Qua- 
lifications, ordained him to be heard again, and that 
other Brethren in the Presbyteries of Edinburgh 
and Dalkezth, ſhould join and meet with our Pres- 
bytery, for hearing of the ſaid Mr. Jobn, and giv- 
ing their Judgment anent his Gift, therefore ordain- 
the ſaid Mr. John to preach the next Day on 
Rom. i. 16. and that theſe Brethren be advertiſed 
to. be preſent, Mr. William Co'm, Mr. William 
Dalgleiſb in the Presbytery of Edinburgb, and Mr. 
Oliver Colt and Mr. Parrick Sibbald in the Pres- 
bytery of Dalkeith, and for that Effect Letters be 
directed to them, | | 


December ay. 5 
Sermon by Mr, Fohnz Bruce, on Rom. i. 16. Mi- 
niſters of the Presbytery of Edinburgb and Dalkeith 
preſent, &c. The ſaid Mr. John Bruce being remo- 
ved, and the Judgment of the whole Brethren being 


asked,. they all, with one Conſent, gave A pprobation 


to the ſaid Mr. John, and finds him to be qualified 
and fit for the Miniſtry, where it ſhall pleaſe God to 
call him; compeared the pariſhioners of Mor :umfide 
after-ſpecified, Robert Roſs, Ec. the Brethren decla- 
red to them, That they all, with one Conſent, find 
the ſaid Mr, John to be qualified, and ask'd at them 

the Reaſon of their refuſing and oppoſing his Admil- 
fion ; the molt part anſwered, That tho' his Doctrine 
- was good, yet nevertheleſs they craved one who might 
edify them better; and ſundry of them declared they 
were ſatisfied with him: The Minutes mention four 
perſons. The pariſhioners deſiring that he ſhould 
not be admitted ſuddenly, but heard oftner; the 
Brethren granted the Defire, and orda in the ſaid Mr. 
Jobn to preach to them, providing that they call and 
defire him to preach, — that they hear him with- 


out prejudice. 
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January 12. 1642. | 
William Roſs, in Name and bebalf of the pariſhio- 
ners of Morumſide, deſire d, that ſeeing the pariſhioners 
craved not to hear Mr. John Hrucr, neither would give 
him any Calling to preach to them; that therefore the 
ſaid Mr. John would be pleaſed to paſs from _— 
ſentation, and from any farther purſuit of the Mini- 
ſtry to that Kirk. And the ſaid Mr. Jobn being 
asked thereanent, 88 to adviſe, and give his 
Anſwer the next Day, e 


January 26. 

Mr. John Bruce declated, That he will not paſs 
from his preſentation, being he is found qualified by 
the Ptesbytery, as alſo- by the Commiſſioners of the 
provincial Aſſembly, who were ordain'd to join with 
the Presby again for his Trial. Robert Brown 
allo declared, That my Lord Callendar requireth, 
that he have Collation, and proteſted for it jn his 
Lordſhip's Name. The Brethten ordain Mr. James 
Forbes to fighify to his 3 that the people are 
{till averſe, and will not give Conſent to his Adm iſ. 
ſion; and therefore to defire his Lordſhip, that it 
would pleaſe him to call in, and receive back his 
Preſentation; and that he would defire Mr. Jobn 
Bruce to deſi ſt from further purſuit of that Mat- 


Wes." . 


February 9. | 

Mr, ex Forbes reported, That he went to 
the Earl of Callendar, and did inform and requeſt 
his Lordſhip, according as the Brethren had given 
him Inſtructions. A Letter for Anſwer was exhibi- 
ted by Robert Brown from the ſaid Earl, ſhewing, 
That he would not call in, nor retract his Preſenita- 
tion given to Mr. John Bruce, but would firmly 
derſiſt in the former Purpoſe, becauſe the ſaid Mr. 
John was found qualified both by the — | 
| and 


| Ci] 
and Commiſſioners appointed by the ſynodal Aſſem- 
| bly to join with the Brethren of the Presbytery for 
[| = new Trial ; and therefore he deſired and required 
that the Brethren: would proceed to his Admiſſion, 
or elſe he would be forced, contrary to his Deſire, 
to uſe a legal Courſe. _ my will 
Compeared alſo William Rigg of Ederni, and de- 
clared, he had no particular Quarrel againſt Mr. 
John Bruce, he rather loved all his Father's Sous; 
but becauſe he had heard of his Tenants in Morum- 
ſide, that the Gifts of the ſaid Mr. John were weak, 
and not for edifying them ; and that he was likely 
to be intruded in that Miniſtry without their Calling, 
and againſt their Will: Therefore he declared, that 
be diſaſſented from his Admiſſion, and that he would 
conſtantly do ſo, deſiring, that the Brethren would 
not intrude a Miniſter upon a People againſt their 
Will, for that was aging the Ordinance and Act of 
Aſſembly, and againſt the Practice of our Kirk in 
pureſt Times; and therefore he did proteſt againſt 
the Admitlion of the ſaid Mr. John, and craved the 
Proteſtation to be marked in our Book. The Bre- 
tbren ordain my Lord Callendar to be advertiſed 
again, That ſeeing the Pariſhioners ſtill diſaſſented, 
they cannot be forced, that therefore they cannot pro- 
ceed to the Ac miſſion of the ſaid Mr. Jobe, and or- 
dained Mr. James Simpſon and Mr. Andrew Ker, 
to go to his Lordſhip, and inform him hereanent. 


| | WI 

Mr. Fames Simpſon reported, That he, with Mr. 
Thomas Vaſſie, went to the Earl of Callendar, con- 
curr ing with the Pariſhioners of Morumſide in ſupple W = 
cating his Lordſhip's Preſentation of Mr. Thomas | 
/ Foſter to their Kirk: Agd his Lordſhip's Anſwer 
was, That ſceing he had preſented Mr. "FM Bruce, 
who was found qualified both by the Presbytery and 
Commiſſioners from the. laſt provincial Aſſembly; 
therefore. he would preſent no other till the * 
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Bruce his Admiſſion gs 
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vincial Aſſembly. 155 I al thereſore refers 
that ERIE to * eaſals Wisent 


May 8. 


Mr. een Keith ardained. to preach. at Mor- 
rumſide the next Sabbath, and Mr. A Andrew 
the Sabbath thereafter, and there to deal with t 


People fariconſenting 1 the Adwithon of Mr Jobs | 


Bruce, e to the AP of the laſt Synod, 
in the mean I merche⸗ dente Mrs Si 
next Meeris. ; 1 


; ER = 8 
CTY Aae Ker reported his hen 
to 28 ang that he found the 1 7 
a verſe from aid a RL . the 
Eresbytory finding che, ale mae dingular, ceferred 
that Matter of Mr. Falun $:uce dus Adpifiqo tp 
tbe General Afſewhly, which, Mas 93 Hand, * 
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cret Council, in Reference oa i d. 
my Lord Callendar, for not yy 


Bruce. In Obedience \whercunto, the 2 K. I 
pointed Mr: Andrew Nur and Mr. 7 ROY _ 
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Seßtenber 3. i 560 
Report was made by the Moderator anent the Ad- 
miſſion of Mr. John Bruce to the Kirk of Mor- 
rumſide, that it was done in all Points formally e- 


nough. „ | — 
84 | | | \ | 


I ſhall ſubjoin to this an Account of a Preſenta- 
tion to the Kirk of Calder-weſter, in favour of Mr. 
Samuel Rutherford, a Miniſter of great Eminency 
and Account in this Church; which, Lam confident, 
many will have a great Curioſity to know I ſhall 
relate it as it is Word for Word in the Regiſter of 
the Preobytery. e AL art reed 1, 


Tinliihgom, October 5. 1642: 

A Preſentation to the Kirk of Calder-weſter was 
offered to the Presbytery, in favours of Mr. Samuel 
Rutherford, together with Mt. Samuel his Letter; 
whereby he ſheweth himſelf willing to accept that 
Charge, according to the foregoing Requeſt, both of 
Pariſh and Presbytery, fignified to him by their Let- 
ter. Whilk Preſentation the Brethren 1 accept. 


4 


Whereupon the Tutor of Torphichen took Inftru- 


ments in à Notar's Hand. 


g wg 91H #2343 December 14. * *3 | 19 
The Clerk is ordained to write to Mr. Villiam 
Dalich Miniſter of Cramond, defiring him to ad- 
vertiſe the Presbytery how he had fucceeded with 
the Presbytery of St. Andreu, anent the Tranſpor- 
tation of Mr. Samuel Rutherford to the Kirk of 
Calder, according to his (N. B. ) Preſentation ac- 
cepted and allowed by his Letter, in reſpect of the 
 overlong Vacance of this Kirk. 


ebe e arts, ener a 
The ſame Day Mr. William Darlich declared, 


Trust he, according to the Appointment of the laſt 


provincial 
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provincial Aſſembly at Edinburgh, went to St. An 
drews;-and required Mr. Samuel Rutherford to the 
Kirk of Calder, according to his Preſentation, and 
Acceptation ( N. B.) of the ſamen. Nevertheleſs, 
the Univerſity aud Town of St, Andrews would not 

rmit him to be tranſported from them, becauſe he 
las of new ſettled with them. | 


We are at a great Loſs, that Mr. Nut herſord': 
Letter was not put in this Presbytery's Regiſter : 
Had it been preſerved, it had ſpoken for . itſelf ; 
however, the Minutes in October 5. bear, That the 
Preſentation was produced, together with his Letter, 
the one keeps Company with the other. That great 
and good Min did. not think the Right of Patron - 
age was in itſelf abſolutely ſinful and unla w ful; as 
a reverend Author did, in a Pamphlet lately pub- 
liſhed, intituled, The Right of Patronages  conſider- 
ed. For, had he judged it to be ſuch an evil Thing, 
he had not accepted of the Preſentation, nor allowed 
it by his Letter. Now, this is what is expreſly aſ- 
ſerted by the Presbytery, in their Minute December 
14. And this is as plainly affirmed by the Commiſſian- 
er, ſent by the Synod to proſecute the Tranſportati- 
on, in the Minute, December z. by theſe Words, 
According to has Preſentation and Acceptation of 
the ſamen. Theſe, I think, are ſufficient Vouchers. 
It is true, that the Minute, October 5. bears, he. 
accepted the Charge, according to the foregoing Re- 
queſt of both -Pariſh and Presbytery by their Letters. 
By this it would ſeem, that his Acceptation of the 
Preſentation, was qualified much after the modern 
manner of Acceptstion in our Days, to avoid the gi - 
ing of Offence, It wa much like that of him 

that was preſented to New-Machar, by the Maſter 
of the King's' College of Old Aberdeen; for the Pre- 
ſentation was accompanied with an unanimons 
by perſons of all Ranks; and yet the Presbytery o 
Abergeen inſtrutted their S to complain, 
CRE L 2 - 
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pl it ti the General Aſſembly. Thus Mr. Nun ber- 
Ford Himſetr would have been treated by rhat Preſ- 
bytery ; howevel, that Presbyrery being aſhamed of 
their Hontact, cought "ft to drop the Proceſs. It 
ſees, cht id Mr. Rufberford's Time it was no 
piece e Fbrwardneſs to be willing to accept of 2 
Charge upon bare Aſiſſi vet, when there was no Call 
upon the Field, moderated by the Order of Presby- 
tery. What werd Mt. Rntherford's Grievances in 
St, Anurkeut, chat he- was willing to accept ot a 
Charge elſe where, 1 know no bor afrer he had detla- 


red He was, w lung tö accept of that Charge, the I. 


ſus df it ig not told ſo hotourtbly to Mr. Naber 
Bras Oflaractat, % Phet he had a new ſettled 
with'tle Udiverfity und bw of St. Andre. 
Bu it is probable; ſome Light may be given to 
this remarkable Paflipe of my History, from the 
Cöndusk of one of Mr. Rurlerſurd'e Sbholats, I 
man Mt Hug Kbihedy, who after | this maden 
conf#terab18 Fipdte in dur Church: by being one of 
the RE Monſtratofs; and d greater Figure, when he 
Ws choen te be Moderator to bur firſt General 
AMlinibly ther the Revolution, who was one of the 
NMiniſters af tbe College Kirk of Eninbrrgk ; for, 
nice Mr. | Rarher ford did not come bimſelf to be 
Miniſter ut Calder, he recommended the faid Mr. 
Keimeny to the Pariſh; being brought up with him 
at br. And, ef 5 wn be bEing a Perſon of great A. 
bilckies and Qualifications, ft deubthead Opportunity 
te kiidd Mr. Rurhethord's Sentiments concerbing 
 Fatrondges ans Prefentations ; arid yet I find the ſaid 
Mt: Nennedy compearing before the Prevbytery- of 
Zinhubgom and delitering with ' His own Hands 4 
Pteſehtstion to bim to be Miniſter ef the Pariſh of 
aa, And (this Conduct in hin 5385kpproven by 
the ſaid Prevbyrery, and wirbout any Call given him, 
or un) Ratification of the” Conſent of the Pariſh his 
Trials are appointed, and the Presbytery that fame 
very Day reſv}ved 10 ptoeeedl to — e 72 
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a Linlitlgom, March $. 1643s. 5 


1 The wh ich Day Mr. Hugll Kennedy, Student in 
Divinity at the; Untyerfity of St. Andrews, compear- 


ed, and produced. a Preſentatior duly ſubſcribed. by 


John Lord of Torphichen. undoubted Patron of the 
patiſn Kirk of aer County, Parſonage and Vice; 
rage thereof, with. Gonſcnt of his Curators, the laſk 
and firſt Days of Febrgary and March 1643. pre- 
10 him, during all the | ays.of his Lifetime, tor 
the laid. Kirk of $atder-County, Parſonage and Vis, 
carage thereof, laill Tiends, Fruits, Rents and E- 
moluments of the ſamen, Manſe and Glebe thereof, 
now Vacant, in the ſaid Patron his Hands, by Deceaſe 
of, vmqubile Mr. George Dunbar, laſt Parſon: and 
Miniſter; of the ſaid Kirk; and his Entry to = 
half Crop, and Jar of God 1642, and to the full 
Crap and Year of God 1643, as the Preſentation it 
ſelt bears, (Which Preſentation being, heard, ſeen and 
approven by the jaid Brethren ) ordains, with all 
convenient Diligence, to proceed in the Trials of the 
ſaid Mr. Hugh, and bis Admiſſion, the ſaid Kirk 
be ing aver long Facgnt..,.. -, 1 14% 2 
la the Month of {arch Day 22. and the 29, of 
the ſaid Month his Trials were delivered and finiſh- 
ed and io the ſaid 29th Orders are given for ſer- 
vidg the Edict, which was returned the 5th of Apritz 
and nont com pearing to, Object, bis Admiſſion was 
ordained to be on the 4 th of the faid Month, This 
was accord ingly executed. 1 5 
At Linlit lg June 4. 1645. the which Day 
the Tutor of Zorphichen. produced a Preſentation by 


the Lord Tin hichen, with Conſent of his Curators, 
undoubted Patron of the etrected Welt kirk of Cal. 


der, pre ſenting Mr. Patrick Shiglls,, to the ſaid 
Kirk Sc. and the, greateſt part af the Gentlemen 
and Heritors likewile -compeared, and earneſtly. in- 
treated his Admiſſion with Expedition, The Bre- 
thret, conform thereto app the ſaid Mr. LF 
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86 By 
trick his Admiffion to the ſaid Kirk to be on 
Thurſday the 12th of June inſtant, and orda ins an 
Edikt to be ſerved at the ſaid Kirk, &c." which be- 
ing done, he wap admitted accordingly. - 

Dt offer on this Settlement is, That 
Mr. Patrick his being Minifter at Livingſtoun, 
within the Precin& of the {aid Presbytery, was the 
Reaſon'of their proceeding with ſo great Diſpatch, 


The Heritors concurred with the ſaid Preſentation 3 
there is nothing mentioned of their Conſent, and 
there ſeems to have heen no more than their Silence 
at the returning of the Edict. | 

ſaid Presbytery, being vacant for ſome Time, and the 
Right of prefenting being fallen into the Hands of 
maintain their Right againſt a very ſturdy Oppoſi- 
tion made by the Pariſh. This Tondu of ref 


but as for the Elders and the People of the Pariſh, 
The Pariſh of Kirbliſtoun in the Bounds of the 
the Presbytery, they took care to preſent, and- to 
Presbyrery I ſhall repreſent from their Minutes. 


N TLinlithgom, July 1. 1646. 

The which Day compeared Newiiſton, with a 
great Number of the Pariſhoners at Kirłliſton, and 
ave in a Supplication ſubſcribed by the greateſt 
Part of the Pariſh, deſir ing the Brethren to preſent 
Mr. George Sharp Miniſter at Five to 
niſter, in place of Mr. Jobn Book who is depoſed, 
and to aſſiſt them in obtaining a Preſentation to him 


from his ſaid Church to Kirklifton, c. The Bre- 


thren, upon certain good Grounds known (N. B.) 
to them, refuſed the ſaid Supplication, and to pre- 
ſent the ſaid Mr. George, or to ſeek an Tranſpor- 
tation to him; and they have appointed to meet, and 


' unanimouſly with one Conſent to agree, and to give 


up to the Presbytery an Lift of two, three or more 


Perſons, whom they ſhall defire, that ene of them 


may be preſented to be their Miniſter, and that be. 
twixt and this Day Month, and if the ſaids Pariſhios. 
n ners 


their Mi- 


ders ſhall failzic 1 in that caſe the ſaid Er- 
ehren ſhall (N. B.) give up to them two, three 
or more Perſons to be on the Lift; out of the Num: 
ber whereof, the Brethren ſhall preſent one to be 
| their Miniſter, whom they ſhall accord and agree to 
deſire them todo, © TERS! 


| Lu 18 99601 ly 29. 3. Bent? © 354 2 
| The Moderator and Mr. Hugh Kennedy declared, 
chat conform to the Ordinance of the laſt Presbytery, 
| I they went upon Monday laſt and kept a Meetin 
vith the Pariſhioners of Kirbliſton to have ſettl 


them in the upgiving of Leets for one to be their Mi- | 


) nifter, and that they were abuſed by Clzftonhall, 
: 8 Breaftmill, Aera nder Douglas Writer in Edin- 
F Bl burgh, &c. in Kirk ſeſſion, in carrying themſelves 
) IB tumultvouſly and irreverently, in calli 


them 2 
ly partial; and that the Pariſhioners, after long deal- 


; ing with them could' not agree among themſelves, 
m giving in a Leet of two, three or more able Per- 


ſons, out of the which the Presbytery (N. B.) ſhould 


have choſen one to be their Miniſter 3 and becauſe 
they have fail'd therein; therefore the Brethren, by 
Plurality of Voices, have given up an Leet of Mr. 
Alexander Cant Minifter of  - © Son to Mr. 
Andrew Cant Minifter of Aberdeen, and Mr. Gil 
bert Hall to the ſaids Pariſhioners, with Certificati- 
on, if they ſhall failzie therein, the ſaid Brethren 
will they nominate and preſent one of them to be 
their Miniſter. -Whereupon Newliſton and George 
Dundas for themſelves and the greateſt part of the 
Pariſh, upon the Brethren their Refuſal to accept an 
Leet of Mr. Laurence Skinner, Miniſter at Nero 


LDN OWETNY 


at within the Presbytery of Dzer, and 
Mr. George Sharp Minifter at Fivze within the 
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and Pariſhioners, to be their Mini- 


in the Presbytery of Brechin, Mr. Fohn Cant Mini- 
tier at Zongnewton, Mr, Wilam Faffray Miniſter | 


Presbyter y of Turreff, given u the. hail Heritors, 
r p by 


ſer, . 


* 
15 
"A 
9 
"1 
1 

* 
= 
| 
114 
11 


Ker, (Four only excented) t 
ed to the next Provincial A cmblly,” and Produced 


their Appe 


{ $8 
y peitaſted and appeal. 


xl in Writ. 


Tue Bretheon found upon maine, of the 


Moderator and Mr Hugh Kennedy; that the Earl 
of Haddingroun, Dundaſs, Carlaaum, :tugieflaun, 
and Brzges, with their Tenants within the Pariſh, 


diflented from the ſaids ſaur Perſons given u 


in 


Leet j and rhey recommentt to our Commiſſionè rs to 


addviſe with ithe next Comm in of che Kirk, how 
. may proceed, in preſending one of the tuo 


up by themſelues in Leet q be Miniſter at 


ae ere eee of . ere, 


dare 2 and 1 Seite 


— Dada, Angiaſſoun, Carlowsry, Brege:, 
and Jammer 


4 


Phe Brethren being 


nogute, dor the Hari of Haud iugtoum, a- 
o the aids Leets, and .defiving the Brothren 
eitheriof:them two ito be their Miniſter 
deſi vous, if dt · were poiſible 10 


the !hail Pariſhioners icheirConſenttheroto, they 


240 elected Oaddiſtoun to g 20 Ed uhu ngi. to ahe 
Moderator, ani be m both to inform the Earl d 
Mimoum and Sir William Gray of the Abilities and 
Worth of the young Men preſented, and to deſire 
their Conſent to the ſaid Leets, and a ppo 


ints M.. 


Alexanter Keitb to ſpeak to Newli/boun, and — * 


Phe Brethren eunſt dor 
to the Pariſhioners Mr. 
Ser Hall in Lets, with 


all to _—_ ein Anſwer: Gem = We N 


 Seprember 2 2. nn 

„achat they 8 Wer. 
Hlowantior «Cant and NI. 
to them, or the 


greateſt Munther of them, ito nominate either ON | 
whom they gwould deſite to boitheir Miniſter, and 
2 Time being aſſignel to chem fortthat Effect, her- 
in, if they could not agroe, they would do the ſame 


* being -now (bygone; and ithey.chavia 


eſſaye. 


& 
effayed/all.Means to gain all the Pariſhioners. Confent 
thereto, but finding many averſe therefrom;  never- 
theleſs that the ld Kirk ſhould no longer vaik, 
the Brethren, unanimouſly, upon an Supplication of 
(N. B.) a Number of the Gentlemen of the Pariſh, 
nominate Mr. Giibert Hall iu be Minifter at  K2rk- 
liſtoun, and appoints. to receive him upon , Trials, 


and he being found qualified,,,ordains, him to be pre- 


* 


ſented and admitted to the ſaid Kirx. 


4 {24438 eins . 
Le eee id on, 01? 
George Dundat in ' Cheſterlaw, in Name of the 
greateſt part of the Pariſh, of Kirłliſtoun proteſted, 
that the Presbytery their proceeding, in the ſaid Mr. 
Gilbert Hall his Trials to be Niviſter at Kzrkliſtoun, . 
be not . prejudicial to their Appellation made by; 
them to the next Synod, againt his Admiſſion, and 
thereupon: took Inſtruments. | 


o 


In September 6. September zo. October 14. Mr. 


Gilbert Clark delivered ſeveral pieces of Trials, but 
the Presbytery having ordained, September zoth, 
Mr. Gelber: Hall to preach at the Kirk of Kirk-. 
liftoun the next Lord's Day, and Dundas younger, 
Tutor of Torphioben, Sir feb} Douglas and Dua 


dingſtoun to hear him preach and countenance him, 


appointed them to ſpeak to Neuliſtoun, Breaſtmall, . 


and other Hexitors the Saturday before, that thero 


be no Impediment or Tumult; and in October 14. 
Duddingſtoun declared, that conform to the Ordi- 
nance of the laſt Day, the Tutor of Torphiebhen went 


to Newliſtoun the Saturday before, to ſpeak to N - 


li ſtoum, that there ſhould be no Tumult nor Im 


diment at the ſaid Mr. Gilbert his preaching, but 
he lighted, him, and refuſed'all Satisfaction, where- 
upon on. the Lord's Day thereafter, the ſaid Mr. Gil. 


bert having come to the Kirk to have preached, and 


theſe with the ſaid Tutor and Sir Foſefb Douglas 


being preſent to hear him preach, and there- being 
2 great Multitude conveened for that Effed, ex- 
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Keys from George 'T homſor-P r the Wight bo- 


| Gilbert's Trials were delivered 
ber ri. and November 
mouſly received great Satisfactioh, and 
for his Abilities fi 


Trial of the 


the next Lord d Di, 


is ne 
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pong to have had Entry in the Chareh; the ſaiq 
tlemen having: gone to the Hal Doots of the 

Kirk, trying if any of them had been patent, they 

ſound them all clofed' by Nemliſtoum, ſending for the 


2 


Upen the Jad Wrong ad Coptenipe/ the HSC 

Upon the ſaid Wrong an empt, i 

_ took Inſtruments and eo ie 7 

ed a proſecution of Newlt/tor/n"and* others befd 

Privy- council for a Riot, and 8 ter p the WE, 
a. 

ab 
ſerving of the Cure er che 112 


tery, which I ſhall not relate: 

Kirk. And the ren \ conſe idering * > the Riv bt 

of Preſentation of the faid® Kirk bei oy (N. ) 
lend jure in their Hands, and that t ereupon, 


upon an Suppliestion given in to 2 45 


. . 9 55 


oh Gentlemen and Heritors of the 
firing the faid Mr. Gilbert Hall to he theft 


ſter, and by Orders from the laſt provich . 


blchaving pn roceeded ſeyeril Days bygane. in th 
iter tature, Qualification 124 good Fol 
vexſation of the bi Mr. Gilbert, Lenses 0 to the 
Order preſcribed "have found him rar rr 4 
quiatifled* De. 20 br ained Wo Edict ty 
and to be returned on the wy 
of November, &. and ngdne*.compearing 8 © ph bett 
his Admiffion wat appointed to bel. on the oth. of 
cember ; but befote'this was executed; there is 25 Tg 
ant Minute of the Pre berech December "A wHIEH, 
ceflary to be Known, Which is as be, 5774 
Moderator declared,” that 77 coo to Orai- 
nance the laſt Presbyrery at Zibin us pred. 
the Commiſſion of rhe Kirk, that the bel 80 1 0. 
have riſen, or are lik to rife” apa . the id re. 
he mt pbk, is 


Gilbert his Admiffiva.co rhe Kirk 
by the Eatl of ͤ——ͤ— ůœ for 


rere 


rr 


a 
> * 


AAbertios uf bo Kirk. o1thei id AR - ordained, that 


Shereupon they ſent . . the Earl of 
Wi n:0un thereof, who 1e Tex that he was ignorant 
of any: tion againſt his Entry, and was never 
to d chem therein, Wberenpon he (i. e. the 
Mageraer 3 the: presbytery gave in N. B.) 
an Supplicatlen te the patliament; and they there- 
upon hay deſited che Earls of Viutoun and Had- 
dingteun to be preſent at his Admiſſion, and to coun- 
tenance the ſamen 3 -wherefore-tho Brethren orda in 
Mr. Hug l Kenveay;' Mr. John Duric, and. Mr. 
John Lotbiaa, to acquaint the ſaid: noble Earls of 
tho Day ap pointed for Mr. Gilbert Admiſſion. Ac- 
:condinghy-ahe {aid Bakls were preſent, and Mr. Gz/- 
"_ endes on gth of ler. | 
$0, % Ageml x: bun Huf 405 | | 
: F 3d - bf 16 179 
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. ef, Summe wit bout the Call 
An Elebtien of 1he- People from the Year 1 649, 
_ 1aphen-the Parliament of Scotland abolzſhed Par 
- $ronages, and the General Aſembly of the Church 
-Plared. 1 Calling in ibe Kirk. ſeſſian, 
-' down zo rhe Tear en n WAS re- 
13998 E 8 1 
1 14960. 2 
EAR denen, SN. dikes. March 9. did a- 
+: boli /Patranages of Kirks in the ſtrongeſt 


Terms andthe moſt ample manner that could ye 
a po» aboliſhed; all patronages and preſen- 
tations 20 por belodging. to the King or 


e presbyteries, or others within 
ibgdom; 4 Jaa -udtawful and unwarrantable 


b. Word, and con to the Doctrine and 


whoſeever - hereatter ſhall, u wy a the Suit and Calling | 
of, the Copgregatian, after Examination of their 
Literat Converſation, he admitted by the pres- 
3 and Function of the e 

15 


ſtry in zny pariſh within this Kingdom, that the 
fad perſon or perſons, without a preſentation, by 
"Virtue of their Admiſſion, hath ſufficient Right and 
Title to poſſeſs and enjoy the Manſe and Glebe, and 
the whole Rents, profits and Stipends, which the 
"Miniſters of that Burgh had formerly poſſeſt and 
enjoyed, or that hereafter ſhall be modified by the 
Comm Anon for plantation of Kirks. After they had 
made rhis Ordinance concerning the Admiffion of Mi- 
nitters upon the Suit and Calling of tbe Congrega- 
tibi aftet due Examination; they (chich muſt be 
- exceedingly furprifing) in the ſame Act recommend 
ſeveral Things to the next General Aſſembly about 
this very Statute in the follow ing Clauſe, And becauſe 
* it is needful that the Juſt and proper Intereſt of Con- 

* oregations OO TINY in providing of Kirks 

* with Minifters, be clearly determined by the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly, and what is to be accounted, the 
Congregation having that Intereſt; therefore it is 
hereby ſeriouſly recommended unto the next General 
Aſſembly, clearly to determine the ſame, and to 
\ * condeſcend upon a certain ſtanding Way for being a 
- © ſettle& Rule therein for all Time coming.” But that 
which may in ſume Meaſure apologize-for them is, 
that, as I hive ſhewed in the third Section, ſeveral 
General Aſſemblies took this under their ſerious 
Deliberation, but could never agree'in fixing the di- 
ſtinct Intereſts of Pariſh! and Presbytery in calling 
of Miniſters to vacant Congregations; Wherefore they 
ended their Debates on this Subject, by recommend- 
ing it to Presbyteries and Synods thro'-the Nation, tt 
to conſider this Matter maturely, and to report their I p. 
Opinions to a next Aſſembly. When this Parlia- ne 
ment wanted to know the juſt and proper Intereſt of U w 
Congregations and Presbyteries in the Calling of Mi- L. 
niſters, they know very well what a Fresbytery is; | 
© but as to 4 Congtegation, that is to call, they want pe 
to bave that explained z for they ſay, and what is t 
to be accounted the Congregation having that lute- | 


* 
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reſt ; 


(<< ]} 
reſt; they profeſs. that a ſettled Rule is very much 
wanted, and recommend it to the Aſſembly to con- 
deſcend upon one. The Aſſembly met that very 
ſame. Year, but I cannat ſee from their AR, ea 1 
Directory, what it was they accounted the Con- 
gregation call ing; for by their Act they declare that 
the Election belongs to the Seſſion, and conſent to 
the people; of this the Author of the Inguiry into 
Met bod greatly complains, that the Aſſembly took 
it from the people, and unwarrantably diſpoſed of it 
to the Seſſion. I have in the Contiuuat ion of the In- 
Yguery, P. 138, 139. ſet down the Reverend Mr.“ 
Nobert Bazlie Principal of the College of  Glaſzow 
his Letter to the Reverend Mr. Malliam Spang a- 
bout this Directory, to which I tefer my Reader; 
and from it he will learn, that the moſt learned and 
eminent Miniſters of our Church had 4 reat Debates 
e upon this Subject, and entertained very different O- 
inions 3- Mr. Rutherford and Mr. Wood agreed in 
al Opinion, Mr. Gilleſpie differed" from them; Mr. 
to David Calderwood and Mr. Smith had another Sen- 
2 | timent, Mr. Bailie and Mr. Livingſton were almoſt 
at of one Mind; in ſhort we may ſay; of that Aſſem- 
s, | bly-quor capita tot ſententiæ, or as Apollouius ſpeaks 
al of the different Opinions of the reformed Churches 
us concerning Election or Calling to the Miniſtry in 
li- vacant pariſhes, concordia diſcors. I gave in my 
ng Inquiry a juſt Commentary on this Act of Aſſerably, 
ey | and have maintained it againſt all Oppoſition hither- 
d- to, and ſhewed that the Diffent of the people by 
Dn, | that Act does not come up to a Negative upon the 
eir presbytery; and that accurding to it, their Diſſent is 
ia- no further to be regarded, than as it is ſupported 
of with relevant Exceptions againſt a perſons. Doctrine, 
Li- Life and Utterance; and now I am. to give Demon- 
5 ſtration of it frem the Hiſtory of Settlements in this 
period of our Church; for Facts and Dates are ſuch 
Riff Things, that there is no bowing of them. * 
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The AQ of this Aﬀenibly made Altera 
Non in the, Calling of Miniſtérs to the City of Edin. 
Fore ghi;/ for, having conſalted the Seffion Regiſter, 

ſeems the Magiftrates:made' the Leet, vhich they 
Sfered to the Kas Sefſion, confifting of ſix particu- 
Jar Seſſions, an remitted the Leet to the Doli- 
beraxion of theſe — — and after they had Time 
ven them to deliberate, they met in the general 
noa, an made the 'Nowilariver and — ; 


| dinburgh; \ Seproimier 28. 1649. 

re fox Selñions being convtend at the Deſire of 

whe Town Council, to think un the beſt Expedients 
'for planting of the vacaut Churches of this Burgh 
with à qualified Miniſtry; alſo ſereral Overtures 
made by the Lord Provoſt to that Effect, he gave in 
whe Liſt following, vis. Mt. Jou Livingfion Mi- 
- hiter-ar" Huc "Mr. Dubs Forrest Miniſter at 


Kinconguhar, Mr. George Ti, Miniſter at Holy- 
oba bouſb, Mr. Jh eie iſter at Ormiſtoum, 


"ME. Jobn ' Carſtairs 'MiniflerabCarhcarr, and Mr. 
Name Sbarp Miaiſter at Cariul. Which being read 
in Audience ef che faid Seffdhe, they defired a 
Copy thereof, to the Effect that every ſeveral Seſſion 
might inform themſelves of them, and ſo be the 
mote (N. B. ) ready give a formal and ſatisfafto- 
Cell eo ſuch au r to Topply the 
dees aloe ad. 4 0 98%: 4 
2 fen BUR 34.020 

V 9:4, 149-9 244, lo- Dna 95 
| abe fix Sons havi 4 Day met, with -the 
Town-Council,: by joint Adele — nom ĩnatod the 

$ifollowing 'out'sP fie formicrl _ lifted, and-given 
in to Mea — faid*Cufieil,! greed to bets 
While /fix'Seffions, is. Wy; 70 Zivingſton, Mr 
Dacia Furrer, and Mr. Zeh, Sharp, ( this is that 
Sharp who wes 'porfidiods* tb the 1 toreſte of this 
Church, and was afterwards Atehbiſhop of St. ſr 
„ and do reſolve, that theſe three ſhall be firſt 
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Mr. Thomas — 
Frances Aird, to be Miiniders in this To 
dains a Petition to be proſented Man 
the Presbytery, N * Concurretice toward the 
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invited, and for that End to-ordain' Letters te, be 
written to them, and to the Presbyteries. you a they 
are concerned, to invite them hither, and appoint 
Mr. John Elier for that Effect to go to Fife, and 
Milliam eps 69M to the South, to deliver their 
Letters, with the (N S) Mia of the Seffion and 
Presbytery, to the Effects foreſaid: ' 

This Election came to nothing, for ſhortly after 


this the geſſion Regi iſter bear that the ceded 

to a new Election. * * de : 
| 2: ene en 25. Ae 

Tbe fix Seſſions having met this Day, (with 3 


„e kbewile reſent the iſtrates did agree u 
on the Lift & andes Mgi of which Three — 
jointly to be pitched upon, who ſhould be called and 
invited to be Minifters, to fu} ly three of the vacant 
Places of this Bur j 908. r. George" Lofly, Mr. 
Thomas Wyllie, Mr. John Carftaive, Mr. Job 
Stirling, Mr. Thomas Garnan, Mr. Francis Hird; 
which Six were to be'taken to the Confideration of 
2 ſeveral Seffions, chat they might be ripe r0 give 
Judgments in the Ele ion of thret of them 
Gd 1 next e when they" "FR be 25 


reniſed, mo de NN my" 
— 7 5 TEE C J TY „ #4 


„che fix Seifibne: being Saveen'd, wien 
tes, did 2 by Plaretity! of Voices 
Mr. Jol Carftaivs, and Mr: 
and or- 
next to 


* Nat 


NY of Mr. om Garyah, and in the 
mean dey 25 ng 0 Tom Games 
. "t ſeid TTY "Thomas bers: 
Wit SSL DASE SD nd 3 eq þ « 
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But I proceed in my Hiſtory to the ve 
Tear, after the Aſſembly — 1649. bad aca 
their Directory, Mr. Arthnr Mitchel Miniſter at 
Turreff, ( who. was afterwards a zealous Proteſter or 
Remonſtrator) baving obtained a Divifion of the 
Pariſh, and a Proviſion for the ſecond Kirk, viz. of 
3 Chalders of Victual and 400 L. cots Money, and 
40 Z. Scots for the Communion Elements. This 
Pariſh got the Name of Montwhirrer, as appears from 
an Appointmont of the Presbytery of Turreff; April 
4. Anno 1650. to a ſelect Committee of their Num- 
ber, to paſs on the Sth of that inſtant, and deſign 
Manſe and Glebe, with the Privileges belonging 
thereto, according to the Act of Parliament to a 
Miniſter, who is to be admitted to ſerve the Cure 
at Montwhitter. The 8th Day of the Month of 
May following, the Presbytery of Turreff conveen d 
at Zurreff, and after the Invocation of the Name of 
God, with Mr. Robert Keith Miniſter at Dier, Mr. 
Duncan Forbes Miniſter at Pitſli go, Aſſeſſors ad- 
joined to them by the Frovincial, together with the 
Seſſion and People of Turreßß, the Heritors and Wad- 
ſetters of the ſaid Pariſh, and they all in one Voice, 
nemine contradicente, did nominate Mr. Fobn Faf- 
fray, Son lawful to Mg. Villiam Jaffray Minifter 
at King Edwards, to be the Man. And (N. Z.) 
the Body of the people being called in, without any 
Repugnancy. homologate the Nomination, and deft 
red the Presbytery to put the ſaid Mr. John to his 
Trials with all convenient Diligence; which accor- 
dingly they did, and the ſaid Mr. John having ac- 
- quitted himſelf to the Satisfaction of the Presbytery, 
he was on the firſt! of Auguſt admitted to the, Service 
of the Cure of Montwhzirrer, the Brethren of the 
Presbytery giving. bim Impoſition of Hands, and in- 
-- veſting him in his Charge with all due nn 
| | 8 
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and admitted him alſo to the whole Benefice,Stipend, ' 
Glebe and Manſe, with all other Caſualries of Law 
belonging to the Miniſter ſerving the Cure at Mont- 
whiter, and took his Oath de fdeli auminiſtrati - 


one officis, the pari ſnioners being preſent, receiving 


him cheerfully nemine contraditente. Here, as io 
this Settlement, tho' the Act of Aſſembly had, in 
the Year preceeding, put the power of Election in 
the Congregational Elderſhip, to the Exclufton, not 
only of the people, but even of Heritors 3 yer that 


resbytery judg'd it convenient, ſor the comfortable 
. of Mr. Jaffray, to admit theſe people 
of the pariſh that were Heritors and Wadſetrers, to 
act a Joint part with the Elders in the Nomination: 


And by putting this peculiar Reſpect upon them, 
remarkably diflinguiſhed them from all others in che 
pariſh, whom they did nat allow: fo much as to be 


prefent in tho place of mecting;; © herein following 
the Canon of the Councib of Laodicea, That Elec- 
tions muſt not be made in the preſence of thoſe who 


are in the Rank of Hearers, and that it is not to be 
left to the multitudes to chuſe them who are to 
be ordain'd to the Prieſthood. And accordingly, 


when the Nomination and Election of a Miniſter to 
Mommuibi ter was ſimniſhed, the Body of the people 
were called in, and Intimation being made to them 
of the perſon choſem they very diſereetly did homo- 
logate, without any Repugnancies 8 unde rſtood 
_— e and quietly ſubmit 

trea tec. enn 25 


Mr. Gavin Hamilton foreſaid, having put into 
my Hands the Regiſter of the Presbyrery of Dier, 
wirkin the prec inct of the Synod: of ' Aberdeen, com - 
mencing from November 8. Anno is. and going 
on to pril 3. Auno 1660. L oblerv& that that reve: 
rend Presbytery, in the plant ing of their Churches, 
followed the ſame merbod that was taken by their 
Neighbour Presbytery, ix. the Presbytery of Turref; 
and th& afterward the greater part ot this Presbytery. , 
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were active and zealous Remonſtratots 5, yet i6 the 
calling of Miniſters they excluded the people from 
the Election, and judg'd it ſufficient to intimate it 
to them for their Conſent ; which, if they did re- 
fuſe, their Refuſal was no farther regarded, than as 
it was ſupported by relevant Objections [againſt the 
perſon choſen by the Seffion. An early Inſtance of 
this I meet with in their Regiſter, Anno 1650. which 
ſhews how 'exaftly-they proceeded according to the 
Aſſembly's Directory, Auno 1649. 7 


+ -  Crimond, September 5. 160. 
Anent the Affair of Aberdonr; Mr. Samuel Mar- 
tin reports, That upon an earneſt Letter ſent to him 
fegm the Seſſion of 4berdorr, deſiring, that be would 
come thither the laſt Lord's Day and moderate their 
Seſſion z he had been there, and that the Seffion be- 
ing conveen' d, after incalling the Name cf God, they 
falling upon the matter of the Planting, did unani- 
mouſly deſire and nominate Mr. William Ramſay 
to he their Miniſter, Whereupon the Seſſion did 
ſubſoribe « Supplication all of them, except George 
Adamſon, who was abſent, and other Three or Four, 
who coutinued their Subſcriptions until their Maſter's 
Confent ſhould be had to the matter, he being now 
out of the Country, altho' they had ſubſcribed. the 
former Day's Act, declaring, That they would chuſe 
done of the foreſaid two Men ('N. B. the other, as 
the Pr:sbytery-minutes bear, was Mr. William Chat 
mers Miniſter at Marycoult) to be their. Miniſter, 
and chus'd Mr. William Hepbron one ot their Elders, 
to preſent the foreſaid Supplication unto the Presby- 
tery this _ deſiring the Brethren would be plea - 
ſed to enter Mr. Miliam Ramſay to his Trials, and 
that being by them found qualified, would admit 
him to the Charge of the Miniſtry in that Congrega- 
tion; and withal appointed the faid Mr. Williaw N 
Hepbron their Commiſſioner, who is to be aſſiſted by 
their late Miniſter Mr. Nathaniel Martin, — o | 


OSA. 
Neſire of the Seffion, to ſpeak to my Lords Pit ſſigo 
and Fraſer, who are now reported to be come to the 
Country, and to defire the Conſent and Concurrence 
of the torefaid Noblemen in that matter. All which 
being (N. B.) intimate to the Congregation then 
reſent, by Advertiſement given to them by the ſaid 
Me. Nathaniel from the Pulpit that Day; they did 
heartily approve the Motion, as (N. BB.) the At 
of the Seſſion of Aberdour, appointing Mr. Natha - 
niet Martin to be written for to moderate their Seiſi- 
on, the ſubſcribed Supplication and Commiſſion 
granted to Mr. William Hepbron, by the Seſſion of 
Aberdour, for the Effect foreſaid, which are to be 
preſently produced. I do veſpective declare. All 
which being now produced by the foreſaid Commiſſi- 
oner, and it being declared by him, That he had 
gone to Pzr/ligo, (bein aſsiſted by Mr. Nathaniel 
Martin) intending to defire the Conſent of the ſaid 
noble Lord to the preſent Purpoſe, but had found he 
was not yet come to the Country; as allo to Cars- 
bulge, ( aſſiſted as aforeſaid ) and had ſpoken to my 
Lord Fraſer in the foreſaid Purpoſe, defiring his 
| Conſent thereto; whoſe Anſwer was, He would 
neither ſupplicate for the faid Mr. William, nor 
'* oppoſe him, in reſpect he was unknown to him.“ 
The Presbytery taking the whole Premiſſes to their 
Confideration, and in particular, the Endeavours u- 
ſed by the Seſſion of Alerdour, to procure the Con- 
ſent of the foreſaid Noblemen; do not think it fit that 
Mr. William Ramſay ſhall be kept off his Trials, and 
ſo the Kirk be made to vaik be a long Time, till 
the ſaid Noblemen ſhould come in the Country; 
und therefore appoints Mr. William Ramſay afore- 
ſaid to handle the Text, 1 John v. 7, 8. in a ſcho- 


laſtick Way, the next Day, as the firſt Point of his 


Trial, in relation to the Miniſtry of Alerdour. 
In Seprember 20. he delivered that Diſcourſe, in 
October 11. he Lectur'd on Pſalm lii. and Preach'd 


on Cant, ii. 6. and Offeber 31. he delivered the 
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rr 
Controrerſy de judice contraverſiarum, ſuſtain'd his 
Theſis, and did undergo his queſtionary Trials: In 
all which he was approven, and declared fit to exer- 
ciſe the Miniſtry in the Pariſh of Aberdour. 


Crimond, October 31. 


f ” The Presbytery conſidering, that the Conſent of my 


Lord Pirſſigo, Patron, of the ſaid Church, and Lord 
- Fraſer, both princigel Heritors of the ſaid Pariſh, 
were yet wanting to the ſaid Mr. William his Admiſ- 
ſion to that Charge; do therefore reſolve to continue 
to give Order for ſerving the Rai, or doing any 
more in that matter until the Conſent. ot the ſaid noble 
Lords be ſought and obtained, that ſo the young Man, 
his being in the ſaid Charge, may be the more peace- 
able and comfortable. The Presbytery appoints 
Mr. Duncan Forbes and Nathaniel Martin, to deal 
for the foreſaid Conſent, either by Word or Letter, 
7 they ſhall find Occaſion, and to report their An- 
Wer. ; , X * 25 


| | Erimond, November 21. 

Mr. Duncan Forbes and Nathaniel Martian re- 
port, That they had not yet found Occafion to ſpeak 
with, nor write to my Lords Parſipgo and Fraſer, 
but had Hopes fhortly to do, and were confident to 
obtain their Conſent ; Wheretore the Presbytery ap- 
points Mr. Jobs Famiſon, upon the Lord's Day 
come Eight Days, to cauſe ſerve an Edict at the Kirk 
of Aberdour, to ſummond the Pariſhioners thereof 
to compear the next Presbytery Day, and object what 
they had to ſay againſt the Admiſeion of Mr. Wal- 


liam Ramſay, why be mighe not be their Miniſter. 


„eee 


| | | Cri mond, Decemler 12. | 

Mr. Dnncan Forbes and Nathaniel Martin re- 
port, That they had met with my Lord Pigſigo, 
and writ to my Lord Fraſer, as ho ba ve given 
their Conſent to Mr. Miliam Ramſay bis Admiſſion 
OY Ee Mr . ro 


75 and finding that none did compear out of the 
fig 


trol 1 
to the Charge of the pang He Alendour: The 


which the Presbyrecy having 
Edict, (which had been lawfully ſerved at the Kink 
of ABerdour by Mr. John Jamiſon, as was appoine- 


aid Pariſh againſt the foreſaid Admiſſion; but on 
contrary, they had fent William Gubyt in Ar 


Bill, their Commiſſiaver, deſiring, that the ſaid Mr. 
William might be admitted to the Charge af the 


Miniſtry there with all Diligence. Upon all which 


Conſiderations, the Presbytery appoints their next 


meeting to be at Zbergdour the 2d of Jauuary 1651, 
for the ſaid Effect, and ordains Mr, John Robertſon 
preſent Moderator, to have a Sermon for that Pur- 


pole the ſaid Day, and to do the Action, with the 
2 urrence of the reſt of the Brethren, oP 


Aberdaur, January 2. 1632. 


Atſter incalling the Name of God, Mr. WWilligm 
Ramſay is admitted, according to the Ordinagce ; 
Mr. John Robertſon, who preach d at, the Admilſi- 


on, is approven. | 1 1 
In the Year 1651, I find, that the Seſſion of Fra- 
2erburgh,. with the Heritors, elected Me. Arihur 


Forbes, Miniſter at Innerwick in Eaſt Lotbian, to 


be their Miniſter, which 1 ſhall relate, as the Acts 


+ of chat Seſſion are reported to the Preabyrery of Dier, 


at their meeting at Merdour, for the Ordination of 
a Miniſter there. pagan ps rip nag 


/ Aberdout, January 2. 1651. 
Mr. Duncan Forbes, Mat hauiel Martine, and 


Robert Keith report, they had been at Fraserburgb, 


and had met with the Seſſion and Heritors thereof, 
and had heard their mind anent the chooſing of a 
Miniſter; and that the Commiſſioners were come to 
the Presbytery this Day to make the mind of the 
Seſſion there known to them. The ſaid Commiſſi- 


oners compearing, declared the mind of the * 
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Charge to be their Miniſter, and ſupplicated the 


r 
Frazerburgh, was to have Mr. Arthur Forbes 
iniſter at Ianerævicłk tranſplanted from his preſent 


Preabytery that they would concur with them, for 
effectuating the ſai Purpoſe. The matter being of 


"Weight, and not before thought upon, the Presby- 


tery reſolved to continue the Anſwer till the pext 


1 that the Brethren have mature · 


y thought upon it. 


+4 4 . * 


At their next meeting at Crimond, January 2. the 
Commiffioners inſiſted for the Presbytery's Anſwer, 


but they refuſed to concur, becauſe they could not 


- 


proſecute that Trantportation at Dunbar, the Ene- 
mies being there; and becauſe the Pariſh of Frazer- 
$urgh would require a Man Tomewhat more autho- 
ritative than Mr. Forbes, whom they knew to be of 
too ſweet 4 Nature for ſo peryerſe a people, as the 
Minutes more fully bear. However, they allowed 
him to exerciſe all 3 of his miniſterial Function 
among them, till further Courſe be taken in that 
matter; and they having long put it off from Time 


to Time, at laſt it was March z. 1652. put off till 


8 the Synod. The Conſequence of this 
Was, That Mr. William Hay, by 4 Warrant from 
the Synod of Aberdeen, did in the month of June 


admit Nr. Arrbur Forbes (tranſplanted by the Sy- 


nod of Lothian) to Fragerburgh ; for the Presbyte- 
ry did ſtill oppoſe that Settlement, and proteſted 4. 
gainſt it. This is a Step of Nefe&ion much complain- 
ed of in our Days, yet the Synod went on and made 
the Settlement effeftual. oo ON 


1 happened to conſult the Regiſter of the Kirk- 


ſeſſion of Pancaitland, and found therein, an Ac- 
count of the planting of that Pariſh, Anno 1652. 


- - 
a P * 5 
" * 1 * 


| 
4 
E 
| 
} 
. 
C 
d 
* 
* 
\ 
Nt 
to 
th 


e 
IRS PR LW s A 1 | 
| - Pancaitland, Offober 30. 1652. | 


Mr. James Calderwood Miniſter at Humbie be- 56 ; k 


ing ſent by the Presbytery of Haddingtoun to preach, 
thereafter Sermons held Seſſion, the Heritors and 
Elders being met for that Effect, dis. Sir James 
Mill Lord of Cranſtoun, Mr. Robert Sinclair Tu- 
tor of Stevenſon, Mr. Fohn Pringle of Woodhead. 
Heritors ; John Sinclair Webſter, David Reid, Ro- 
bert Cairns elder, Robert Cairns younger, Jobn 
Pringle, Robert Pringle, John Renton, William 
Cairns elder, Thomas Baptie, George Baptie El- 
ders, being queſtioned whether they were  fatisfied. 
with Mr. Alexander Verner, and they all with one 


Voice declared they were fatisfied with him, except 


Mr. John Pringle of Woodhead diſſented, and ſaid. 
not: And thereafter the Elders gave their Petition 
to the Presbytery, with all their Subſcriptions, and 
the Heritors, except Mr. John Pringle only. 


Pancaitland, December 19. | 

Mr. John Ofwald Miniſter at the Pans, at com- 
mand of the Presbytery preached before and After- 
hoon, at which Times, he deſired pablickly the Pa- 
riſhoners to ſtay after both Sermons, who according- 
ly Raid, to whom Mr. John ſhewed (N. B.) that 
the Seſſion had made Choice of Mr. Alexander Ver - 


ner for their Miniſter here in Pancaitland, and en- 


quired whether they were content or not, and they 
all conſented to the Election of the ſaid Mr. Alex- 


„ - „ 


ander Verner, nemi ne contradicente. 


| Pancaitland, | March 18. 1653. 6 5 5 
The Presbytery being met at our Kirk, Mr 
bert Ker preached, and preſided in the Admiſſion 


of Mr, Alexander Verner to be Miniſter here. 


In the Year 1653, I find in the Regiſter of the 
Prexbytery of Dunbar, an Election of « Miniſter, 
67; | 8 9 to 
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to the Pariſh of Mhittingbame by the Kirk-ſeffion ; 


and as for the People there ib no more than 
| mation made of it to them to accept or bt. 


Dausbar, November 10. 16 . 
Mr. John Dalaiel reported, That as he was ap- 
inteck the laſt Day, he had preached at MMimin 
— and that Mr. Patriot Cook was unanimbuſſy 
elected by the Flders of that Seffior to be their Mi- 
mier, and chat che ſaid Election being intimated to 
the Pariſh, D Bxecption was made againſt the ſaid 

ion. Compeared' Jobn Fobnſton and Alexa 
Miller” ders, and preſented! an Extract of the 
ſed BleRiva. ess. 
Is underſtand from the faid Regifter of the 43 
| — Dunas, that about the ſame Time. Mr. 
an had been e Ber Seffion eee 
that he preferred 7 Pans to Miimmbam. 
In the Tear 1654, I mect with an Election of a 
Miniſter to the Pariſh of Achredy, in the precinct 
of the presbytery of Dey; which I ſhall relate from 


* 
* - 


. 


a | \ | 

"27 Xa ben, February 2. 1054. 72 n 
Mr. Nobert Keith reports, That he had preach- 
echt Hobreuy as was appolated; and after Sermon, 
had from the Pulpit warned all the Blders to ſtay, 
| ani keep Sefflen for making Nomination of a Man, 
in relation to the Miniftry, if they were in their 
Thoughts ready thereanent: As alſo, that he had 
warned the people (who were very frequently con- 
veened that Day) to ſtay in the Kirk or about, till 
they ſhould: de called to hear the Nomination, (if 

ſhould be made) declaring publickly, that if 
any Man could make any relevant Exception againſt 
him, that ſheuld be nominated, and make it out 


by Proof; the Presbytery was reſolved to hear the 


ion, and to reje& rhe Nomination, and that 


with 


they would proceed to the plaming of that Place, 'F 
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| ( 16 ) 
with all due Neſpect to every: one ( as their Place 
and Intereſt required) according to the Word of 
God. and Acts of the Kirk, anent Calling of Mini- 
ters. Alſo he reports, That upon the ſaid Intima- 


tion, all the Elders, ſave one ſickly Man, did con- 


veen ; and-firft, by a Vote declaring themſelves to 


be ready for a Nomination ; did, ſecondly, by ano- 
ther Vote, out of a Liſt made by themſelves; elect 
and nominate Mr. Gillert Clerk, Expectant in or- 


der to the Miniſtry among them; and that u 


the ſaid Nomination, the Pariſhioners being publicx- 


ly called by the Officer to hear and object, (if they 
had any Thing) a great many compeared, (Who had 
ſtaid upon the publick Intimation foreſaid from the 
Pulpit) unto whom the ſaid Nomivation being made 
publickly known by tbe Moderator of the Seſſion, 
there was none found that had any Thing ta object; 
but on the contrary, by their Silence all ſeemed to 
conſens, only two or three Heritors, who were , 
ſent all the Time of the Seſsion, and ſome few: El- 
ders ſpoke anent the hearing of Mr. }i/l;am Faffray 

ounger; before any more ſhould: be done, of which 

w, ſome in the Votes had nominated the ſaid Mr. 
William preſently to be called, whereupon rhe Sef- 
fion cloſing the Call to the ſaid Mr. Gillert; no- 


minated and appointed John Irvine of Zryklay, or 
(if he neceſſarily avocated) Thomas Forbes of Ach- 
redy to repreſent their ſaĩd Cone luſiun unto the Preſ- 
bytery. This they did, and preſented the Act of 
the Seſsion, and defired them to proceed therein, as 


they ſhall find Warrant from the Word of God, and 
Acts of this Kirk to Trial and Admiſsion of the 
ſaid Mr. Gillort, if he ſhall be found fitting. 

The ſaid Day a croſs Petition, ſubſcribed by four 


 Heritors, whereot one is an Elder, one W adſerter 


who is an Elder, and two other Elders, and forrteen 


of the people with their own Hands, and eight dy 
the Hand of a Notar, being in all twenty nine, crav* 
ing a Hearing of other Ex pectants, which the Pref- 
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at.the'Beſgion 


tery rejected, and afrorward found 
Ae had proce orderly, according to the 


Word of God, and the Acts of this Kirk. By this 
Time (N. FB.) this Presbytery were violent Remen- 
ftrators, and yet theſe very Perfons procdeded to take 
the Triale of Mr. Gilbert Clerk, who bad been 6+ 
lected in the manner above related. In this Bettle- 
ment they met with à warm Qppofitian by the Pe- 
titĩoners foreſaid, who pretended that the . 
 werg/putting/ in a Miniſter without the Confent of 
- the Pariſhioners, to which the Presbytery gave this 
Reply; if they mean that the Pariſhroners were not 
ce their Conſent to the Call, aud the Pra ; 
tion thereof 3 tis an Untruth: If they mean, 
that all the Pariſſioners had not a formal :decifive 
Voice in it, that is true, but (N B.) a bad Re 
ſon, for we deny that we were obliged to give them 
| any ſuch Voice or Power; and the presbytery in 
: their Anſwers to the eiked Reaſons of the above Per 
titioners (it being alledged that never any of che 
Body of the people aſſented directly) make the fab 
lowing kar Yar by aſſenting direfly, they- 
mean, expreſs deciſive voycing, we grunt they did 
not ſo aſſent, nor were they required : But if it 
be alledged, that they did not as much, as in ſueh 
4 Caſe is required (while all being ired to ob- 
jett againſt the Novimation, all were ſilent) this is 
an Untruth; and that there is any (N. B.) mare re. 
quired, is contrary to the Doctrine and Practice af 
our Church —— but this is certain they were pub» 
lickly. required, and upon Requifition did come, ant 
heard the Nomination, and 'obje&ed- nothing againſt 
it: All which, notwithſtanding of their Giloflbs, 
will be found (N H.) to be what is neceſſary for the 
People's Call. v3.0 BA le e 1421317681 
have above noticed, That Mr. Patrick Cook: pre- 
ferred the pariſh of Preftonpans to Whirrenghame:; + 
by this means the pariſh of Nhittingbhame was un- 
provided till Sril 27. 1644. when the Seſsion made 


Freren " 


Faser 8er 0 


| "C4: - BD W 
4 new Election. The Account of which Word for 
Word, 1 give from as ND of the Presbytery of 
Dinbar. 9 0 
Dunbar, RN 27. WR 

| Me. Anders Wood reported, That he (kecordini 
to did preach at Nhittinghame, and 

mation of the E Election of a Miniſter to take 
Cberge of chat people in the Forenson, and after 
Sermon held Seffion, by which Mr. Thomas Inglit 
was ianrmoufly elected; and Afternoon did make 
Intitadtion of the Election made to the people, as his 
page per bears, all which was produced in Writ, and by 

im as Moderator of that Meeting, of the Sctiion, and 

lis Diligence 4pproven by the Presbytery. _ 
In my printed Account of the Method. of eleQing 
a Miniſter to the Pariſh of Strathmiglo, September 
3. Auno 1694, I ſhewed from the authentick Re- 
cords of th at 1 that the Election was made in 
ths Lord sDayt by the Seſlion, in the Time of Inter- 
mien, between * Fore: and Afternoon Sermons; 
that the people of the Pariſh were not allowed to be 
prefent when the Election was made; for the Inti- 
muten was nov made to them till before the Bleſſing 
in the Afternoon; when Mr. Walter Greig, who mo- 
derated, fignified to the Congregation that Mr. Do- 
nald Cargil was elected by the Seſſion, and that they 
had Liberty to object, and ſhould be heard time- 
ouſty before the Seffion' or Presbytery. 

Bur Me. Donald Cargit having referred the Ba- 
tony kirk Paciſh at Glaſgow, that Pariſh of Strat. 
mige continued vacant- till May 24. 1655, when, aa 
Iſhewed im my printed Account, from the Records 
of that Seffon; the Seffion nominated and elected 
Mr. Jobn Rigg Miniſter at Ferrypartoncraig, to 
which m 4j Burgi and Walter Balcang uall 
6f Thr th ve their Conſent; but there is 2 
w thꝰ R * an ports chat the Conſent of the 
— 65 given til May z. when. Mr. 

| Little: 


(Us 


 Lirtlejobn after Sermon, it being the Lord's Day, in- 
timated to the Congregation the foreſaid Election 


from the Pulpit. This procedure the Presbytery of 
Cowpar approved, and concurred with the pariſh in 
the proſecution of the Tranſportation before the preſ- 
bytery of St. Andrews, wherein they ſueceeded; ſo 


that theſe two presbyteries in the Synod of Fiſe did 


in à moſt active manner boemlogate that Settlement, 


Where there was nothing of a popular: Call, nor Con- 


ſent given any other Way but by their Silence, when 


the Intimation was made; only David Smith one 


of the Elders entered his diſſent, becauſe they were 


| Paving in an unknown Man amongſt the people to 
ce 


their Miniſter, which, if it was Fact, it is {till 


evident, that the people were not regarded in that 


Settlement, ſo as to allow them to join in the Elec- 
tion, or to have a Negative on the Electors. | 
Tbe Regiſter of the Fresbytery of Dunbar gives 2 


very particular Account of an Election of à Miniſter 
to the Pariſh of Cockburnſparh, Anno 1657, which 


is very diſtinct in the whole procedure, and | ſhows 
how the Seſſion inſiſted upon their Rights and Pow- 
ers given by the Act of Aſſembly 1649 and becauſe 
the Reader will find it to be entertaining, I ſhall gra- 


tifie him ſo far, as to tranſcribe it from the Regiſter. 


Dunbar, Atril a9. 163 
Mr. Thomas Hepburn reported, That according 
to his Com mitſiun, he had preached at Cockburnſpath, 


kept Seſſion, intimate out dhe pulpit to the people, 
that the Seffion were ſatisfied with any of theſe young 


Men whom they had heard, and that they were rea- 
dy to elect, and produced the Acts of the Seſsion in 
Writ. The Tenor whereof follows. o | 


" * N oy x # 6 | » 
 Cockburnſpath, April 27. 166. 
_ Intimation being made publickly out of the Pulpit 
to the whole Congregation, that the Seſsion' was to 


'  conveen betwixt Sermons, far declaring whether they 
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fion would wait their Return before their voicing any 


* 


100) 

were ſatisſied with theſe ſent by the presbytery to 
preach to them, in relation to a Call to one to 
their Miniſter, or if they deſired the hearing of any 
other; and that the Pariſh were to attend the After» - 
noon to hear the Reſult of the Seſsion, + 
.- The Seffion being conveened, and the whole He» 
ritors by themſelves, or Commiſſioners 3 the Com- 
. miſſion. given to Mr. Z homas, Hepburn was read, and 
conform thereto, called for the Seffion-book, which 
the Elders declared. was in the Cuſtody of Sir James 
Nic haſſon, who had taken it from the Reli& of the 
late School-maſter. And the ſaid Sir James being 
defired, by the Seſſion to produce the ſame, that - they 
might have the Roll of Elders and Heritors, and 
what elſe, might concern the Seſsian, he refuſed: 
Thereafter was given up a Roll of the Elders by the 


Seſsion as follows,. 243. Sir James Nia holſon, Patrick | 


Howar, Patrick Tait, Fohn Lyſle, Thoma Lyſle, 
Robert Robertſon, James Sinclair, William Robert- 
Jon, Robert Grieve, William Lyſle, James Burnet, 
Andrew Hepburn, James Craw, Thomas Wood, 
Robert Hoca, Robert Fell, William Craw, Robert 
Pennango, Jobn Nishet, James Wallace, James 
Tait, John Themſon, George Sherriff, George Mat- 
Jon, John Jobnſton, all preſent ſave the laſt Two. 
It was objected, Thar Sir James Nicholſon could not 


have Voice as an Elder, becauſe being choſen ruling - 


Elder for the General Afembly, Auno 1648. deſert- 
ed the ſame, and coming home, ſubſcribed the Act 
for carrying on the unlawful Engagement againſt Eng- 
land, and never would ſit with them but ode Day 
ſince Mr. Fames Wright his Death, le was requi- 


red, if there were any juſt Exception againſt any o- 


ther of the Elders, it might be declared before voi- 
cing, to which nothing was - anſwered, _ All that 
were not Members of the Seſsion were deſired (N. 
.) to remove. Sir Fames Nicbolſon deſired one 
Word in private with the Heritors, and that the Seſ- 


Thing, 
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the Synod, auch 4 palbin 1 theſs Men nomi- 
nate already, hi Fo been mee by all the He- 
ritors alre 2 himſelf declared; The Sefsion 
likewiſe reje&64 the ſume. 
' The Heoritots Ts e cons 
all did, fave the Exird of Seton, and be 


ng te- 
toch again and aguin, that if he kad any to 
to this Seſbion © kt deglare it, 22 K 
moſt obſtiuate ly „een not re 22 
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nes being removed, ſave Members of 
ehev; conform by a n 
miſcive given by ce 9 
— . Hear wikis they py cre; eee 
0 young Men whom they h 2 
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. up Wiel they were ſatisfied: ee they : 
heard; and defirod to Near ne mere in een FUN 
Plantation of the Kirk. Eight defired to — 
whereof Sir Jane Novholſoheas o,. After voicin 


and concluding; ee 2 
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ehied. Me anſwered, ir OY heart 

by the Presbyt but ugw hs He wits ſutit e 
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which he denied; Sir F lik 
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"EY anſwers, He had never 1 | the Schrien,. 
and the. hap could — nothin contraty; 

Sir ſom 3 were miſſed 

and — Fm None of thoſe who had voiced, du. 
tisfied,. declared, That Sir James had dealt to ſeduce 
him for hearing others, as he had done to others. 
Sir James fitting all en ore Time i 8e ſsien und wol- 
cing, gave in « Prote ſtat ion againſt the St ſeionꝰd Pro- 
cedure, and deſired the ſame to de mark d. The 
Tenor whereof follows. 


We Sir uses Nicholſon, 


4 4 


Tait Robert 


Pennango, James Wallace, John Nindet, Robert 
Fell, mas Wood, Robert Hood; Elders. of the: 


Pariſh of Cockburnſpath, do by thir Preſents,ihs um- 
opp Hen Spd e 
10 1, Proteſt againſt r 1 

of *Qockburnſpath, for their illegal ami irrigular 
t in the Nluntation of the faid Kirks "ed, 

ailkere to 1he Appellation giden in by ur Yo the. 
Prerbytery of Dunbar, ahpedling from the ſaid Preſs. 
Htery to the next enfiing Synod, for the Reaſons. 

eamtaind iu the fait! be Harton, and others thut 

ſhalt "be'addtd in dud we, ard deſire L 185 


e 7 be marked. | 
I c Ja Nichelſon- 


NoreidhGaidiog the; Seſſion a} ppointed William 
Cram; and Anir ow Hep bbure to go he Presby tery 
next Meuaaſday, and ſhew them the Seffion's Mind, 
and to defire one of their Number for preachiig and 
holding Seſſion, that BY may go on, conform to the 
Acts of the Kirk, for electing one of | theſe they 
e the Þ Bead, that they may no longer be 
fr uſtrated — * — they may enjoy by a ſenſed: 


33 TS hin wes made by Me. The. 
nas Hoiphbiurn ta the People of the Reſule of che 
tion with theſe wy + bes 


(wi) « 
heard, 2 that the Presbytery was to ſend one of 
their Number to hold Seſſion, and elect the next 


Sabbath, and 1 1 having + woot? might bo 


r 8 e Han ane 5 
Hesbeh. 1 718 1 The: Hepburn. 


Me. "Thomas nde bie Diligence foven, 
having exactly ow! wh his 

thereof. 
Compeared John Nitber, amd Neberes 4 Buppli- 

cation ſubſcribed by the Laird 10 Cockburnſpath, 

_ defiring to delay to act any further in relation to the 

Planting of Cockburnſþath, but to reſer the ſamen to 

the Synod. Compeated William Crato and Andrew 


. Hophburn, defiring to ſend a Miniſter, that the Seſ- 


fion may proceed in the electing of a Minifter: The 


Presbytery having heard what was done the laſt Day 
at Cockburnſpath, reſolves to ood err according to 
a 


the Order 5 the Church, mean while to 
uſe all means for Unity, that the Laird of Cockburnſ 
path may be. ſatisfied, becauſe the Elders, who are 
not ſatisſied, are all his own Men. 


The Presbytery appoints Mr. Thomas Inglis to go | 


to preach at CockburnſÞath the next Lord's Day, 
the zd of May next, an Seſſion, and proceed 
to the Election of a Minifter betwixt Sermons, and 

intimate before Noon that they are to ele, and Af- 
ternoon to intimate the Perſon elected, (if there be 


any, ) alſo appoints him to exhort the People to 
Peace, and to call for the Sefſion- oo 1 25 the Died | 


2 CookburnſPath. - OE 


| " Cockburaſpath; May : abe 30 50 


"Mr. — Iuglis preac hed, and before Noon 
made - publick yr ag That he had a Commil- 


ſion "in the Presbytery of Dunbar to go about the 


| Election of a Mint ſter, to ſerve in the Lord's Work, 


in the ſaid Pariſn, (the Seffion having declared them: 
N N 927 to ele&, and publick — thereof | 


deine 


Semen in all ch Ren 
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being made the lat Lord's Day, and this Day appoint ; 
ed. for the Election) and therefore he deſired the 
Seſſion to conveen betwixt Sermons for that. Effect. 
In his Sermon he exhorted the Elders to deal ſin- 
cerely, as in God's Sight, and to nominate the Man, 


whom they thought moſt fitting to do God's Work, 


without Partiality or By -reſpeQs. And deſired, 
(N. Z.) the People to pray, for God's Direct ion to 
the Elders, and exhorted all to Peace and Unity a- 
mongſt themſelves. Alſo, he made publick Intima- 
tion, That if any Perſon, Heritors or others, had any 
Thing to ſay to the Seſſion before the Election, that 


they would come, and he promiſed. they ſhould: be 


heard. Alſo he declared, that he: ſhould,make, pus 
blick Intimation of the Perſon elected (if there 


o 


ſhould be any) in the Afternoon. 


The Setfion. conveened, and the Commiſſion given 
to Mr. Thomas Juglit being read, Sir Jamef Ni. 


cbolſon produced à Faper, being a Proteſtation ſuhſcri- 


bed. by him, and another Heritor and ſix Elder 
o gainſt their Proceeding to the Be Compeared 
Fames Home Commiſſioner ſrom the Earl of Howe, 
James: Hamilton Commiſſioner: from the, Laird of 
Wauchton,- Alexander Brown from Mr. | Samye! 
Fobuſton, and Mr. Thomas, Redpath perſonally, 
James Lais Patrick Tait, Chriſtopbax Anderſon, 
aud William Bell Heritors, and defired ( N. F. 

the Seſsjon to proceed in the Election. 

The Heritors being (N. B. ] temoped, and it be- 
ing put to the Queſtion, Procęed or Delay? all the 
r pteſent yoxced, Procee ee. 
* r. Thoma Inglis exhotted the Elders again to 


nominate the Man theythought moſt fitting fax the 


Work of Chriſt, and to te member the great Conceru- 
met of the Work they were absut, both as to them - 
ſelves and the whole Congregation. All the Elders 
preſent, vis. Patrick Howat, Patric Tait, John 

zie, Robert Robergſon, James Sinclair, William 


are 


2:8 , 
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- _ "wade; publick Intimation to the People, 
Seſtion had elected Mr. Richard Call 
(N. B.) their pe, and defired, that if any 


. 


_ SCORED... 

drew, Hop hburs, Robert Grieve, William ZI, 
George Shorriff, John 7 homſon, Famer Wallace, 
and Fames Cra, did nominate and elect Mr. Rich- 
_ ard 625 "pep ExpeRant, within the Presbytery of 


Kirkcaldy, to be Minifter at the Kirk of Ceekburnſ 


tet, ba n 
The reſt of the Elders, Sir Jamet Nichelſn, 


James Burnet, Robert- Hood, Roberg Fell, Rovers 


Zennango, fames Tait, Geo#ge Watſon, Fohn fohn- 
ſton, John Nisbet, and Thomas Mood, were ab- 


nt. 


N = i . — Wis | * wt N 10 ons. n 
After the Election conipeared Jame Home Com- 


miſtionet from the Earl of Home, James Hamilton 


fer the Laird of Wauchtoun, Alexander Brown for 
Mr. Samuel Fobnſfton;-and Mr. Thomas Red path, 


' 


defire, them, with all Diligence, to put the ſaid Mr. 
Richard to his Trials according to the Order of 
the ,Church; dur none compeared to object ary 


Thing « eine 
Thy Seſxion appoints Robert Griepe and Audretv 
 HopBbuyrn to go to the Presbytery of Dunbar, to 


ſhew them this Election, and to. defire, that the 


7 erſon elected may be put to his Trials, | according 


Order; with all Convenjency. — wy 

In the (N. B. ) Afternoon, Mr. T. _ Inglis 
That the 

endar to be 


perſon had any Thing to objeR, either Againſt, the 


Election, or Perſon elefted, that they would come 


tte the Prtsbyrery at Dunbar to Morrow, the 4th of 


May inſtant, at 9 4 Clock. 4 
. nnn 72 d 50 I 


* or / * Te 3 1 ö 95 8 N inen 
In the Year 1659, chere is, an Election made at 


Colangroun (alias Hailes) in the Precinct of the 
. | 5% Presbytety 


4 


ames Tajt, Parrict Tait, Chriſtoß ben Andefſoi, 
Fr EA Bell Heritors, and Ke AT hp 
and defired the Seſeion to fend to the Presbytety, to 


Fa” . . C32 * — : 5 TH LEED 
"Mr. Thomas Inglis. 


Sz ESCLES YT TEC a a. >Y py" _—_ 
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e 
Presbytery of Edinburgh, of an Helper and Colleague 
5 de Mjnilier-of 1 Pariſh by $5 Kirk 2 — 3 
| and when the Seſsion had, mad their Choice, the 
Heritors are called in, and the ſame is intimated to 
5 them for their Conſęent; but no Notific tion is made 
of the Election any other Way to the People chan 
| K an edictal Citation. Phbis 1 hall relate from | 
5 the Seſsion book. e 


; Haien Turns a$- 6539. 
After calling upon the Name of, God by Mr. Ro- 
bers Hunter Miniſter at Corſtorphin, who this Day 
preach'd; and, produc'd a Commiſsion from the Pref? 
| bytery, to moderate in the Election of one of the 
Three heard by us, in Reference of being an ay I 
to our Miniſter: In order hereunto, the Seſsion ha- 
ving rehearſed the Lift of the Three by them heard, 
viz. Mr TJames Guartfhore, Mr. Robert Bennet, 
and Mr. John Philp, and the ſeveral Members of 
the Seſsion being called ſeverally for their Vote, 
which of the Three they did chogſe; the whole 
Seſsion, except one, did make Choice of Mr. Robert 
Bennet for their Miniſter,” and only one did voice 
for Mr. Famer Gyuarthore.  Wheteapin the Heri- 
rors who- were not "upon the Seſfion being call: d, 
compeared the Laird of Glingtom and James A. 
damſon, and the Election being made known unto 
5 them, they did declare their hearty Cenſent with 
the Choice of the ſaid Mr. Robert Bennet; and the 
8 Church Oſficer having called Thrice, if there were 
any elſe in the Name of any Heritor beſides, and 
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4 rone elſe appearing, this Seſsion did appoint this their 
* Election to be made known to the Presbytery the 


if firſt Presbytery Day, being the 29th of June 1659. 
y and appoints Mr. Henry Foulis, Mr. Walter Por- 
rerfield, and John Denholm Elders, and Fames 
Adamſon Heritor, te fignify to them this Election, 
and to deſire the Presbytery'to call rhe ſaid Mr. 
bh Robert Bennet, and Oe as they ſee fit, to _ 

TER N bus 


. (- 126 

| kim to accept of the ſaid Choice, and that he may 
be ſpeedily entred upon his Trials, that ſo 525 
may be no e de zende of 4 Ainiſter. IVES 


«#4 


chan: + September yh. E 

Mr. Fobn Smith did preach this Des, "al ſerved 
the Edict, in order to Mr. 5 entier's Ad- 
miſſion. | „ed Fa FEE e 


by x 


3 


' Sepiember 28. 5 2 
The which Day the Presbyt ery met at the Kirk 
of Hailes, and, according to their Appointment, Mr. 
Robert Lawrie preached. After Sermon Mr. Ro- 
bert Bennet was! udinftted Miniſter at Hatles. £4 ih 


hin * FRE! 4 the poor and wravbed, De- 
fente of the » pretended Divine Nigbt of "the 
ae, ad by 'ſome, who ile themſelves, Pro- 


wit $* 


teſters againſt the Aſſembly 1732. in 4 
Fampblet, intituled, The mutual Negative to 


1 Pariſh and Prezbyrery, in the Election of a 
Miniſter. 


"Ms 
* 


tee I dave given convincin 1 of an — 
and diſintereſted Search into the Holy Scriptures, 
and the beſt Commentaries upon them, the Writings 
of the moſt ancient Fathers, the Decrees and Ca- 
nons of the ſirſt and earlieſt Councils of the Chrifti- 
an * the approred — Hiftorine 


down 


YT abroad; and all the Helps E contd+hsve-of comf 


ee 

down to the Eighth Century. the excellent "i 
counts of the Conſtitution of the Proteſtant Chygehes 
to 
| 5 nedpe of. our own, fuch as our "EcelefaRt:. 
Yilldriage, Books of Difci Hine, e our 
abe Oc. 1; ſhall bot be allo dtthe Empl, 
_ of 18 Inquirer. It Wuſt then bt m a 

and Hutmifiry, which theſe Gentlemen defigetite" rs 
| ſee in my Performance.” And here 1 muſt own, chat 
as in my Purſuit after Truth, Light and Evidence 
did gradually ariſe to me; ſo took the — Li- 
berty to expreſe my Mind in thie Debate, añd gave 

to Things heir fir and propet Names, calling a Spade 
2 Spade: This, I judge, is not incanliſtent. Je 
with Modeſty or Humility. When | diſcovered in 
the Writings of my Oppoſites. ſuch Pervertiag and 
Falfifyiog, Suppreſſing and , Shifting and 
Evading, + Colouring and, Dil ſing, clipp laß awky 
or adding, and in fine ſuc 65 Nilhoocity and nftnceri- 
ry; u they uſed to fu en eir aft thro" the 
whole of this Controverſy, I did entertain à Juſt In- 
dignation at ſuch el. Practices, and expreſſed 
my Sentiments of them thus in my Continuatian, 
page 166. I have uſed Method and Defection with 
ame Freedom, both in the Publick Teſtimon ay, and 
in thjs: Continuation; ht it mar only when T fond. 
them taking inſi fferable Liberties in miſrepre- 
ſentiug, and perverting'all-Serttof, Writers and 
Books,-awhen they had 'Ozcafion to cite them; even 
to ſuth, a Degree, rh FI much queſtion. if a Paral. 
let of this Nature can le Mete, Ihe ancient 
Chriftian Fathers, Hiſtorians ancient and -moters, 
Councils Oecttmenicat and Provincial, Confeſſions of 
the reformed: Chantches; Botks of Dice pl. ne, Aer 
ef our. Aſſemblies and Parliaments,” they make to 
© Juſt af hey have a Mind. Nay, Texts of the 
ly Seraptiires are cited, und aiftorred fur 2 

Prirpoſe, ** not hing 15 fo 'ſacred*as to fg 

auen, When this was he —_ give 


v4 


r 
to all theſe, I was not to expe better Quarters from | 
r e 3 

Had theſe Gentlemen fairly ſet down the paſſagęs 
of my Pamphlets they complain ſo loudly off, the 
Reader had been convinced, I had ſaid nothing, but 
what was pertinent to the Occaſion; I have in the 
Defence of our Church acted no other part than the 
learned Mr, Anderſon had done in his moſt excel- 
lent Effay on the Independency of the Crown aud 
Kingdom of Sofland; who had write that Book 
with an Edge of Reſentment: He ſays. in his Pre- 
face, This harh made me in ſome Aae treat My. 
Atwood beyond my Inclination;” for tho a Calmneſs 
of Temper ovught to accompany all DiſPures with cipil 
aud candid Authors, yet he having no Place among 
fuch, it would be an Injury to ingenuous Inquirers 
#0 place him and them upon a Level, and to gi ve 


| rhe ſame Treatment to the modeſt and the extraug- 


gant. When I had brought ſuch an heavy Charge | 
againſt you, and had afsigned my Grounds for it, it 
was your part in the Mus Neg, to have removed 
them the beſt Way you could; but fince you have 


not cleared your, ſelves, as | ſhall ſhew in the Sequel, 
I and every Body elſe muſt conclude that my Charge 


was irrefragable. (. en 14; ae ak NT 

I vas juſtly incenſed at your manner of Writing, 
being conſcious that I had not proſtituted my ſelf to 
any fuch Artifices, but had repreſented your Argu- 
ments with All their Advantages, nay bad given them 
greater poignancy than you had done, nay than any 
one Writer on your Side cf the Queſtion had: ever 
done; and ſince I had attacked you every Where, 
where your greateſt Strength lay, ſo as to wake vou 
change your Sentiments, and go from one Tum to 
a bother for Succour and Relief, till I think you bave 
now abandoned the greateſt part of them, as; Þ am 


now to make evident, the ſecret and true Reaſon of 


your Complaint againſt me muſt be, that I have the 
better of you in the Argument, and when | ſay | 


* 


ARE. 


| | (180 \) © 
1am Hill withio: the Bounds, of Modeſty and Humi- 
ow I could eaſily have uſed ge Ex 
ions, as, I humbly conceive, with all, du Be. 
ence, and the like, but I really. 2 that in 
| abr Inquiries atter Truth, Submiſion, Judgment 
is only due to Truth. Scripturę, Neaſan and Eyidence. 
The Publick Taſtimony end Reproſereriong being 2 
calamniauy Libel png L;ampoon, upon the beſt Church 
in the an People profeſe ing Religion with a ſo- 
lemn She w, and at the ſame Time ſupplicating thoſe 
hom they own to be their Superi ml | bg 


ve treated it 


with;anlodigoation. very much inferior to'what it de- 
ſer vd, aud at the ſame. mee that Evidence and 
Fbrcr of Arguments, that was 8 to ſet them 
right; 2 I fauyd, the Church of Scarland,our 
common. Mother, ſo vilely inſulted, l had been an un- 
duti kal and. unnatutal Son, if I had nor ſtood up in her 
julf indication. and. Defence. And nom. how 1 have 
acquitted my ſelf herein, I am willing theſe; proteſt- 
ing Gentlemen. be the Judges, for they ſay, Hur. 
Ne. P. 6. Me migli addreſſ him af ie enerend 
Alegui rer in Company, ſince by the Jams common Re- 
Ports vue are told thut the ts of., theſe Papers, 
(they) mean the Continyation) f 500 a; we. art. of 
the Trcond alſo (they mean the publi 1mony 
_ made more publick) was really t 5 
to reverend Frafaſorgs. Here you, betray. a £4 
Ai eee pls, two. Pamphlers are managed 
b ſuch Strength of Argumept, that they are none 
mipe, but 5 the Performapce 8 no Jeſs oy 
two rgxc/20d Profeſſors, as if — one of af: then, wa 
not Par negotio. Hgd{you, been pleaſed to te me, 
2 * reverend Proteflgrs are, I could have. pre- 
m them, ſuch + Neclaragion. of, the 25 
= . Matter, as would have ren 21 the pro Fro 
ed common Report to be really fy but it; you 11 
take the verum ſaceraggig. 1 aſcerrain you, that . 


>. © 


the Humble and Modeſt Inquirer i is the ſole 7 
of the forelpid Pamphlets, that ns reverend, * . 


ſors, 
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fors, nor any other Perſon, retetend or learned, ei- 
ther directed, adviſed or aſſiſted in theſe Compoſures. 
However before | paſs this, I make you my Compli- 
ment for the mighty Honour you have done me, by 
publiſhing to the World your inward Sentiments of 
theſe Pamphlets. T did indeed hear by Reports, 
that a reverend and learned Profeſſor (whether he be 
one of theſe you. mean, I know not) who is one of 
the beſt Judges in the Nation, and who had the Re- 
ſolution to diſtinguiſh himſelf a confiderable Time 
ago in the ſupreme Judicatory of this Church, by 
aſſerting the Doctrine I maintain, and offering to 
maintain it againſt any one in that Court, that would 
venture to take him up, did recommend my Writings 
on this Controverſy to the peruſal of his Students, as 
contributing to give Light and SarisfaQtion therein; 
and becauſe you ſee, I have a Vanity to be applaud- 
ed, I take hold of an Expreſſion concerning my Per- 
formances, by two reverend Brethren, Maſters Ele- 
never Erskine and James Fiſher, in their Repreſen- 
tation to the Commiſſion. of the Aſſembly at their 


Meeting in Auguſt laſt; Pp. 23. they fay, We are 


heartily forry, that a Miniſter of this Church, who 
profeſſes himſelf to be of the Pre lyterian Perſma- 


ſion, ſhould have been at ſo much Pains and Labour 


to invalidate and throw anray theſe Weapons, which 
have been managed ſucceſiſully in Defence of our 
Pre thyterian Conſtitution, particularly the valuable 
Branch of it, relating to the Rigbis of the Chriſti- 
an People, alt ho we don't think that there 3s ſuch 
Evidence and Demonſtration as bis Aqmirers al- 
ledge. It ſeems they know 1 have Admirers, that 
my Admirers own both Evidence and Demunſtration 
in my Writings 5 but Maſters Zrik:ine and Fiſber 
differ from them, I it net (N. B.) ſich Evidence 
and Demonſtration. It ſeems that io theit Opinion 
it falls ſomething ſhort, of Evidence and Demonſtra- 
tion. Thie is n. uch, in my Judgment from * 
25 Rae threnz 
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thren ; and I am ſenſible'of my Obligation to them 
for the Publication of their Sentiments. 

But I retiirn to notice further the Eſteem that the 
proteſting Gentlemen have of my Writings againſt 
them and others. Mut. Neg. p. 15. they fay, That 
as both theſe (i. e. Romaniſts and Independents) 
pretend to maintain their Affertions, ſo ir became: 
unavoidable; that ſome of our Writers ſi e. Presby- 
terian Di vines) on thisSnbjeft, in the Heat of their 
Daſpute with the one or the other, muſt have tript, 
making Conceſſions on either Hand, which ſhould: 
not have breu granted; and theſe Conteſſiont, tog - 
ther with the Arguments uſed ly the Popiſi aud .- 


. Piſcopal Writers,” do really make ip the reverend In- 


gzrers Scripture-proof, of which he boaſts'ſo much.) 
rom this Paſſage the Inquirer infers, that he is not 
alone, and ſingular in writing with ſome Edge, when 
theſe Gentlemen repreſent” that other ' Presbyteriam 


Die ines have been warm Brethren, and that in the 


Heat of their Diſpute, they have made ſuch Conceſ- 
ſinns, as fhould not have been grauted: Nay theſe: 
Gentlemen own, That the Cauſe is ſuch; as cannot. 
be managed without ſtumbling; when they ſay it 
was una voidable to trip by mak ing ſuch Conceſſions; 


01 | unavoidable ; and yet they ſhould have been 


avoided, by not pranting ſuch Conce ſſions ; thus theſe. 


Presbyterian Gentlemen can in the Heut of Diſpute 


ſtumble and trip likewiſe they ſay, they ate Trips; 
be it ſo? But then they are ſuch as give up the. 
Scripture argument; and Divines of no meaner Cha- 
racter than the Miniſters of London, and Calvin and 
Sea, and Diodati, Letringu and Mareſius, Rutherford. 


and Mod, and many moe give up the 'Scripture-ar- 
| Lore either in whole or in part, as I have ſhewed 


ee and the Publick Teftimony:' Phe 
ion of my citing theſe Divines was an Appre⸗ 
henſion 1 had, that, after I had formed m x 

0 


ments with aft the Evidence and Reafon,: Iowak 


0 do, it would give an additional Force to- them, 
| | that 


a 
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«that Presbyterian Divines of the greateſt Character 


both at Home and Abroad, did advance the ſame 
Things that I ſuggeſted; and becauſe the Author 


of the Ingniry into the Miet hod, and other Writers 
on the oppoſite Side of tho. Queſtion, did proceed 


on the Way of proving what they thought to be 


Truth, by Votes and Suffrages of -Presbyterian Di- 
vines: Theſe proteſting Gentlemen add, That rbe 
Arguments uſed by Poptſh and Epiſcopal Writers are 
the other Part of my Scraprure-proof. But I cannot 
ſee that there is any Weight in this,, unleſs you had 
ſhewed, that theſe Arguments are not probative : 
But this you have hitherto guarded againſt, probably 
becauſe it is more proper that this part of the Contro- 
verly be managed by Hach as are Miniſters:But you'll 
forgive me to tell you, vou had been as well adviſed, 
if you had not meddled with the Diſpute z you had 
acted a better part to have lent your beſt Endea- 
vours to have this Controverſy peaceably ended, but 
you have rather brought Oyl to the Flame, and 
charged the Church of Scotland with Defection 
from the Reformation principles; but theſe Argu- 


ments I have uſed againſt the pretended divine Right 


of the People, Cc. are no otherwiſe Popiſh than theſe 
Arguments are, which are uſed by us Presbyterian 
Divines againſt the Anabaptiſts for Infant baptiſm 3 
the Popiſh Divines had the Start of us in writing on 


that Subject, and we mutt uſe them becauſe ve have 


no other. - TR 1s „ | 
Theſe Gentlemen by an acute Argument, as they 


think, would demonſtrate that I have done nothing . 


in my Feformances; we have it Mut. Neg. P. 15. 


Either be bas found out from the. Screpture of 


Truth, ſome certain and fixed Rule for the Election 
of Minzfters, or he has found none; now if he has 
found any: fuch: Rule, and that it is thereby: fixed 
an the Ghurch-repreſentative or Presbytery, he has 


jſormed the ſtrongeſt Argument againſt the late As 
of Afembly that could 1. in that Caſe," it 4045 
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are debateable Points, and profeſs 
„Light in this Matter; and the Aſſembly, Anno 
1646, which recommends to Presbyteries and Sy- 
nods to conſider the Intereſts of Congregations, and 


| 1 0 3 to ONE 
impoſſible to give away this Right of Eleftion 10 


* 


the Herztors of Scotland in ſuch Coutradiction to 
te Word of God, (they might have added, and the 
Ruling Elders of Scotland] bur on the other Hand, 


af he can find no ſuch Rule therein contained, then 


eve ark, 1mo, How he comes to boaſt ſo much of 
\ Scripture evidence, when be has really demonſtrate 
not hiug but Doubt and Uncertainty about it! zdo, 
Muy does he ſeem ſo much diſþleaſed with us in 
that wwe have. not attempred to find out from the 


Scriptures, cohat he himſelf, after his utmoſt Search, 
has not been able to diſcover therefrom? Be it ſo, 
that | have demonſtrated nothing but 'Donbt and 
Uncertainty ; well it is: Then y have done very 
much, even what is ſufficient to filence the great 
Notſe and Clamour raiſed againſt the Judicatories 
of this Church; and conſequently theſe Gentlemen 


had no reaſon to proteſt againſt an AR of Aſſembly 


giving Rules in the Election of Miniſters, when the 
Thing is demonſtrated by me to be doubtful and un- 


certain. If it ſhall be ſaid, I have demonſtrated 


noth ing but my own Doubt and Uncertainty : I am 


ſure I have given ſtrong Arguments for my Dubiety 
and Suſpenſe in this Matter; a.d I am not aſham- 


ed to be no wiſer than two general Aﬀemblies were 


before me, I mean that 4/220 1645. for in their Act 


they aſfitm, That the diſtin Rights and Intereſts of 
Presbyteries and People in the Cone: of Miniſters, 
that they want 


to report their Opinions to the next. To what Pur- 
poſe are both theſe Acts, if they did not doubt and 
need to be reſol ved; if it is fo, then your Aſſertion, 
that it is a Presbyterian Principle, that the People 


"have a divine Right to cleft Miniſters, muſt be moſt 
. aftoniſhing. Were not the Members of theſe Aﬀem- 
pPlies Pregbyterians ? | Nay, were they not Covenan- 


ters? 


A. 


— 


D . 


( 125 ) ts 

ters? If this was their Principle, muſt they not be- 
lieve it? But do they not profeſs that they need to 
have Light upon it, and their Doubts about it to be 
reſolyed? If this was the Caſe, what a View is it 
that You give to the World about presbyterian Prin- 
ciples? I muſt therefore leave. you to turn your 
Ailemma, mutatiſ mutangdis,on theſe two Aſſemblies, 
it comes upon them moſt unmercifully, and puſheth 
with its Horns ſo cloſely, that it is not pollible to 
extricate them; and it would have gored me ef- 
fectually, if I had ſaid that the Scripture gives this 
Right to the Presbytery, (tho' I profeſſed, that if the 
Word of God had determined any Thing in that 
Matter, it was mot favourable to the Church-re- 
preſentative) but as my doubting was no more than 


what two General Aſſemblies doubted of, ſol ſhew- 


© 4 £S T7. $3 AD. tn thn 
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8 
n J. ed you Contin- p. 76. that the reformed Churches 
y had their Doubts alſo, when I cite the Words of A 
e pollonins, viz. that, without all peradventure, be 
1- that will be at the Fatigue to ſearch out the Conſti- 
d tution of the reformed Churches —— ſhall meet with 
n nothing but an intire Diſagreement. Further had 
y | +you noticed what I aſſerted in the ſame Page, as the 
3 Reaſon of this Diſagreement, vis. that the Scrip- 
e | tures have not given any Direction, who ſhall be the 
t j| Electors; but have left this to the Prudence of Ru 
pf lers to eftabliſh ſuch Methods, for the Election of 
8, Paſtors to vacant Congregations, as ſhould beſt ſuit 
It to the State and Condition of People in the reſpective 
20 Parts of the World, where the wiſe over ruling Pro- 


vidence of God, ſhould determine their Abode, and 
the Times in which they live; and here the Pru- 
dence of Rulers is to exert itſelf, by falling upon ſuch 
Meaſures, and concerting of ſuch Rules, as the beſt 
ualified Perſons ſhall be preferred. This I am ſure 
s the great Point that ſhould be ſecured ; and how 
this can be done better by popular Election, than by 
the Election of the Presbytery, or the Blection of 
the conjunct Meeting of Horitors and Eid 


ers, W- bo 
| — 


* 


/ / 
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ate more complete Judges than the common People, 
I could never underſtand. Had you then, I ſay,” no- 
 ficed this Paſſage; your Dilemma had been pre- 


vented; you muſt be convineed now, that your 27. 


gumentum cornutum wants one Horn, whereby you 
Intended it ſhould puſh me down: * And as to the 
other; it puſheth againſt yourſelves; for you main- 
tiin in your Proteft, that the Scripture gives the 
Right to the People; and yet you decline to engage 
with me in the Scripture-argument; and that you 


might get yourſcIves free of that, you went over to 


oblig'd to prove what ſhe believes, and yet that we 


ſeveral Texts of Scripture for confuting this Doc- 


the Camp of Romo, by eſpouſing the Popiſh Prinei- 


ple of implicite Faith, zo wr, T hat ſince our Churth 


zn the very Articles of her Conſtitution had found- 
ed the Call of the People on the Word of God; and 
that it being tes judicata, ve are not obleged to 
prove it from Seriprure, and no Presbyterian can 
be allowed to diſpute the Queſtion, or ſo much "as 
be heard anent it. ee W 1 

This is your Nomiſh Principle in Deſect. p. 19, 
24. Theſe you cite alſo in your Mutual Negative, 
P. 63. and when you have cited them, you ſubjoin 
another Paſſage out of your Deſection, which is 
indeed very orthodox, to divert your Reader from 
attending to the Charge of Popery in the two former 


Paſſages: And then you add, You are at a Loſs to 


know what ſort of Popery they contain. Tr is true 
the Third contains none, but the other Two con- 


_ tain Popery, Popery, rank Popery. They contain 


the Doctrine of implicite Faith, that we are to be- 
lieve as the Church believes, that the Church is not 


are to believe without Proof. When I had advanced 


tine, you acknowledge, P. 65. Theſe Scriptures to 


the Effet that u may be always ready io vindi- 


* 


Fare our Pyincißlet againſt all theſe that are warh- 
our our hure h; bur yer theſe do not oblige ons to 
prove theſe Prini pier to Himſelf, This laſt 8 
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- {0 2x33 0): 
ſion is incomprobroGbls to me. Did net the Str. 
ans (Act xviii. 1. which is one of the-Sctiptures 
I. had brought againſt your Pripciple) ſearch the 
aeg that they might have additional Proof tg 

| the Doctriges that their Chriſtian Teachers taught 
them? And does not alſo that, 1 Te. v. 21; 
Prove all Things, bold: faſt that which is good, 
| (which is another I had brought ).ſhew, that they 
were to examine the Scriptures, in order to their be: 
ing eſtabliſned in their Principles? Lou think, fir 
not to touch the Argument I bad brought from Ca 
, win; Luther, Wiſhart, Knox, becauſe had you been 
, ſo juſt as to mention it, your Readers would have. 
; pere ived, that this Management againſt the Chure 
, of Romę could. not be ſupported, if theſe Paſſages o 
2 
5 


your Daſection were maintain'd., You go on 
ſay, It is res. judicata, and no Man can attack a 
Decreet at the Broadfide, guig res, judicata pro ve: 
ritate habetur. Here I am apt to think, en 
Paſſage. of Law, and, ſome others mantened in th 
Mutual Nane, that theſe proteſting Genelemen 
4 haves Pettyfogger among them; they take it for 
. that our Chorch has founded the Peoples 
Right upon the Word of God: But is, not his the 
Queſtion ?, May, I have demonſtrated in the Conti 
utlation, 5. 108, to 112. that the Church ener I 
any ſuch Thing; and vou were c chaJleng d.to; ſho 
it : But you have. 17 5 no Reply, becauſe yon — 
not, Our Books of Diſcipline Se. eite th 
Words of Scripture not; refer to an Caper | 
Verſe i in the wh ole. Bihle, for any ſuch. Rig An 
if this is cexta in, as s indeed i it is, % Ch 85 has ! gi 
no Scripture- -foun tion at all. The, De creet then 
muſt he only in the ban of ele. Gent] 1 a 
— L had à Right to attack that at the 7 
ſide. Theſe Gentlemen Hants; 5 44 44 
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. D 
ie not ſo much as the Shadow of 4 eonſequential 
Proof in them all? Theſe Gentlemen add, Mutual 
Negative, p. 64 That I may apply for a Repeal of 
# Decreet or pullick Lam, if grievous, tc the 
Church herſelf, in the firſt Inſtance. But here the 
forget themſelves ; for they had ſaid, that I mu 
not ſo much as be heard thereanent. Does not this 
cut off all Application? Where is now the Remeed, 
if it is grievous ? They ſay, it muſt not be diſputed. 
But did not two Aſſemblies above mentioned declare 
the Intereſt of Congregations in calling Miniftets 
to be a debateable Point, and leave it open for fur- 

ther Diſcuſſion? And did not the Aſſembly, Anno 
1649. ſuffer it to be debated ? The greateſt and beſt 
Divines thst ever were in our Church had warm 
Conteſts about it, as | ſhewed from Mr. Baily's Let 
ter. And does not one of your Number in the Ja- 

. 77 into the Met hod, complain, That that Aﬀem- 

bly took it from the People, and unwatrantably dif 
ſed of it to the Seſſion ? Now, did ever any ſub- 
Neve Afﬀembly reftore it to them ? This you'll 
not preſume to aſſett. If then a National Aſſembly, 
an Aſſembly in the pureſt Times of our Church, 
took it from the People, had | not then a Liberty to 
attack your re Decreet, eſpecially fince an 
Aſſembly had repealed it? Theſe proteſting Gentle- 
men have attack d the Decreet and publick Law of 
the Aſſembly 1732, concerning the calling of Mini- 
ſtets: With what Confidence can they deny me the 
ſame Freedom tu attack one that is controverted, Hanc 
deni am petimur, damnſque viciſſim. But further, 
the ſecond Book of Diſcipline, which was — 
by an Aſſembly, and ſubſcribed by all the Miniſters 
| of this Church, determines the Right of Calling to 
be in the Presbytery, as I have invincibly demon- 
rated in m Aer Nersnces; How then came 
you attack this Decreet and publick Law at the 
Broad. ſide? Why do you not come to the Bar of a- 
nother Aſſembly, and humbly apply for the * 
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of this and the other, Aino 1132? And if you find 
not RedrePFs,” either continue foi or deſerve Com- 


 munion*of this Church, as you find the Queſtion to 


be of Importunce. Theſe are'your own. Words, and 
I can cafily direct you to whom you may give this 


ſeaſona ble Advice. But as your Defence in the Mu- 


tua Negative, gives up with the Scripture argu- 
ments, ſo it quits with another taken from the Obli- 
gation of the Covenants, National and Sôlemn 
League, on which, in your Publick Teſtimony; you 


had laid great Streſs. This you judg'd to be invin- 


cible. This I had aſſaulted by ſuch an Attack, as 
did intirely overthrow it; and rendered both it and 

u to de ridiedlous. Now, what pertinent Reply 
ave you made to me? Have you Hobs 


Thing in yorr Negarzve, but given a Compend, or 


Repetition of what you had advanced in your Pub. 
lick Teſtimony? But do you in the leaſt notice my 
Anſwers] which expoſed you and it to the Contempt 


of every unprejudiced Reader? 80 far from that, 


that "the" inward - Conviction of the © Solidity and 
Strength of my Reply, has extorted- from you the 
follow ing Conceſſion,” Mut. Neg. p. 73. Bus now, be- 
caiſſe we have pointed but the finſt and ſecond Book 
to contain the fe ſume Doftrineiwith reſpect to the 
ur ſtion in Hund, (admirable! Juſt as much the 
fame, at the Presbytery and People are the ſame ) 
ae hade rah (N. B.) o further Uſe for that 
Argument in this Diſcourſe." Right; when you are 
mide ſenſible it can do you. no! Manner of Service 
and can ufford vou nb Relief, Thas? von ſbeuk off 
the Field aud pb" off the Stage with- 4 Hiſs, But 
further, bn ug. „P. 14 ou will manage this Par 
of We ; batt no more. It ſoems yon have 8 
nough oft: Tu ate for" ſhifting it off yourſelves - 
m' the Chürch, hieh never uſed that Argument, 
nor fora d Your Dorin end Fo ig hot obliged 
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Yor laſt Performance” is ;ntituled, The Mutual 
In tbe Elottion 


uld have kept all whore $45 your 'Bye Hut may 
= juſtly chürte out ith Erévin We OF 
THIS Pugs wil _ allowhn, „ "much Ar 70 


| 2 % gn. Performances. And tiow Gentle 


men, hen I had given, inthe Conti unationi great 


many Inſtances of the Conduct of dur Aſſemblies, 


and other Church | Judicatories;' and Com tmnittees of 


Miniſters, as to the Settlement of Pariſhes while Pa- 
allowed to 
ati ce, but rather, that 
ir che aero” p enteck i qualified Man, and the 
Presbytery, or or Whogver ws inttufted to take the 


Trial there u de no bre left to the Pariſh, an- tio 
give their Con ent in Obedience to an ediQai Cita- 
| tion, or to give the Reafons of their: Refuſal ;>mutt 


* — exceed Wonder itſelf, that you) have not made 
« Reply" to aby of theſe, ſeve one ? Which I. mall 
cotifider, after I have pointed out to you the Inftan- 

ces which directly overrbrow the Afſcrtion in the 
Title of the Bool. The Hrſt is, Continuntion, p. 
100, 101; giving an Account of the Election of 
four Miniſters to Ediul urgh, by the Commiſſioners 
of the Church, in which the People were not ſo 


muck as conſulted. You have 4 Second; in Continu- 


rion, B. 10 f, 152. where I felate'a twofold Election 


tö the Pariſh of Leuſchart, by the Minifters-of the 


Presbytery of St. Aritirewws, without atking the Con- 
ſent of chat Pariſh. A Third is mebrioneq in Cont. 


| — 103. "Where you'll find, that the Aﬀembly by a 


made Choice of Mr. William Arthur. to be Mi- 
niſter '6f Srumfries, out of Leet given to them b 
the Provoſt” of the ſaid Burgh. Lou II find a Fo 
Continuation, p. i, where I fhew, That the Af- 


ſembly nom ĩinated Mr. Robert Mullate, to be aſſoci - 


red as Colleague to Mt. David Black, if no reaſon» 
blo Cauſe is isdn and, ried: -ogainſt his ** 
5 UA * oy 34 ? een a 


wan 1 132 . "IF; Nee 
and Doctrine, by the Town: and Univerſity... To the 
ſame: Purpoſe I noticed ſeveral Acts of. our Aſſem- 
blies, expreſly aſſerting, That. if a qualified Man 
* is d, and he found quo lified by competent 
Judges, the Pariſh were obliged to give their Con- 
5 ſant;. or aſſign a relevant Reaſon wherefere not. 
As Fieſt, That Act af Aſſe mbly, which leaves it to 

Biſhops to conde ſcend on the particular Flocks the 

will accept to take the Cure of, Contin. p. 99. 'A 
ad is that Act, by which, Biſhops, by virtue of a new 
Admillion of the Aſſembly, might. exerciſe the Of- 


fice ot the Miniſtry w ithnut a new Call, Election or 


Conſent of the Pecple- This, 1. ſer down, Continu. 
2. 99. A 3d, which orders the Settlement. of Pa- 
riſhes with no other Provifion than this, That the 
Conſent of the Flock where: he ſhall be appointed 
be had, ot elſe a reaſonable Cauſe is ſhewed by them 
whetefore pot. Coin. P. 115, 116. A 4th, That 
whetel the Aſſembly findeth it neceſſary to place any 
perſon or Perſons in any of the ſaid Towns, his Majes 


fly, and the Flock, ſhall either give tbeir Conſent. or 


elſe a ſuffic ent Rea ſoa of their Refuſal, Con in. p. 
116, Fth,\ This 1 made to appear from the Iſſue of 
the Conference, Auuo 1586. between the Council and 


ſome of the Miniſters; which provides no more, than, 


that the particular Flocks being fore warned, have 
place to oppone, Con tin. p. 116. Now, having men- 
tioned all theſe Inſtances ſo appoſite and pertinent to 
the Purpoſe, for oyerthrowing your pretended Mutual 
Negative; in my Continuatrion; it is amazing to find 
the | proteſting Gentlemen aſſerting, That they 
have given a Reply to what I have advanced in my 
Pamphlets; when they do not ſo much as attempt to 

ive an Anſwer to any one of the Facts and 4 · 

de · mentioned. Nay, they do not ſo much as cite 


them, or giye them a fair Hearing; know ing, that 


the People who read their Pamphlets, by this Means 
would he convine d of theſe Matters; and they, wiloly, 
take care to ſuppreſs them, becauſe they know wel * 


ol 4 2 ( 133 ar | ä 
chat the moſt of the People of their Side will not 
read any Thing that is writ againſt them; and thug. 


they are kept in Ignorauce and Darkneſs, - I bg ; 48. 


. 


there WAS Oceaſion, quoted the Anſwer of the Mini- 


ters of Fife to King Zames's third Queſtion, Auuo 


1597, vi. That the Flock ſhould give their Can- 

** ks tn 4 
. 4 : . ( d. . choſen. 
* by. Paſtors and Doctors, who can try the Gifts, ne- 


©* ſent and Protection to theſe Paſtors tha 


* ceflarily belonging to Paſtors. ” As to this, theſe 
Gentlemen pretend to give.a Reply, 7 46, 47, 48. 


Hut they might, for what they have ſaid, have. 7 Fay 


their Thumb upon this as well as the teſt. The 


ſwer theſe Gentlemen give to this is, hat the Re. 


Solution given by the Miniſters of Fife #5 general and 


- 


indirect, and that it by no Means determines whe-, 

ther ang theſe were neceſſary, Strange ! when it 

is grounded ſo evidently upon the forecited Acts of 

Ace ly; and when they determine both to be 

neceflary; as a Thing is N that is the incum-. 
ay 


mb 


bent Duty of the Flock, 'T hey ſay the Flock ſhould- 


give their Conſent, Cc. and they own it themſelves, 
Mut. Neg. p. 41. by ſaying, That without al} dont 
ey ſhould give their Conſent to a Perſon thus. 
ound fit and qualified. And yet they ridiculouſly 
and inconſiſtently maintain, That a Presbytery is 

Alina 


f 
guilty of Intrufion, when they thruſt in a 
on the Flock, that refuſe, contrary to their Duty, a. 


Miniſter found fir and.qualified for them: For, all 
the above mentioned Acts of Aſſembly are contri- 


ved and calculated directly to bear down the arbitra- - 
ry, unreaſonable, and obſtinate Will of a People: 
They all determine, that the People ſhould give re- 
levant Reaſons of their Refuſal, Theſe Gentlemen 
proceed in their Reply, alledging, That lecauſe theſe: 
AManifters did not ſcem in their Anſwers to be ſo 
direct in this and other Points, therefore Mr. Cal- 


derwood, in a few Pages thereafter, inſerts further 
. Anſwers to the ſaid Pueſtzons, which, he ſays, were 


made by a judicious Frother, (as he calls him, and 


% 


irh further 70 
Jy 114 15 275 a great Jars 


ſwers f 


he will find the laſt to be more de 
fying than the firſt. The proteſting Gentlemen con- 
-  jeQture, that the Reſpondent af one of | rhe Mel.“ 


4 13g 


427 ut he m 150 N 2 be ils) 
a 2300 1755 4 gp 21's 7 114 0 17 7 55 47 p 
rect 2 1 5 be, het Mt, 1 A TAR. 


In- 
ſinceri ny, or the, Matter w. 19 Is, 
had be 5 1 everal A nf 
_ 0 the'King's Qu 
packet ahem. 12 1 by * 
„ A ves them Er 
95 oh e 4 5 % 170 
w e ſays, g omi an 1655 he wi 
the A 15 ys a 6f Wh | 
not ſurely ly wore j ju dicious ke 7 5 f 
or r. Calgeragood ll Is de, that od” LETS 
the reſpeQive Prgsbyteries to name fo Ne we the rifolf 


reſolute apd wiſe; out of Sk Presbytery, rlſimeer at | 
St. An 1 r to Live 4 a Reſo lution ; 5 e LRN E Bro: 
4 


ke more judicious than Mr. Parrick Gal 
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The Gentlemen add, That the "Anſwers of 31 2 . 
. dicious Brother are more full Thee rheſe 
only 


thren of Fife : Strang for they fill u 


as the Queſtions with the Anſwers of tue ? with 


of Fife begin at the middle of Page 382, and con- 


tinus to the Top of Page 390 ; and if any indifferent | 


Perſon will be at the Pains to . both 17 7 
Rive and un atis- 


vils: But docs Mr. Calderwood give any Hint "of 
this? Does he ſay, that he was a Miniſter i in Fife? 
By no means. 1 did i in my Iaguiry give ny Con- 
jecture, that Mr. Andrew Melvil was one of 


Queſtions, and thought I was well founded, becauſe 
the Reſpondents wete Miniſters of Fife ; there were 
ſome out of each Presbytery, the Place of Conſulta- 
tion was St. Andrews, and Mr. Mel vil v was a Mi- 


niſter ; 
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thrfan 
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In the Pullick Tino ED ory Publick, and 
in the Coptitution of the Tuguiry, I charged” the 
- Authors of the People's Publzck Teſtimony, and tho 
Aae 15 'of mhle gs puto che Met bod, with un- 
Juke Ty e'Freedoms they uſed with all Sorts of Wri- 

1 oreaſion to cite; and committing great 
* Abuſes Avery in petverting Paſſages cited, ſo 
a to make them ſpeak whatever they had 4 mind: 
No fince this ig à certain Evidence of a Acſperate 
"Cauſe; that it tannbt be ff ported, but by fuc 
"Fat ach didit Vier bockt) und Reg the roteſting 
Gentlemen refer And appeal fo oft to the 2 In- 
ro the Method; m lines they do little elſe both in 
their Defectibn "and Mutual Negative, but repeat 
What was as well told in the Met lud, and fince the 
Author of the Mer hod is one of their Num ber, it 
"was expected that be and they would have vindicar- 
and delete them ſelves in their laſt Perforitnce, 
"hom this hard Agcufation'; bat it ſeems” they dürſt 
not let it be Khown' that they were this loaded, left 

"It juight ut their Readers on the Search, if it Was 

ſo or Nie rebrs, "all k hall do now, is to'refer 

to the Pages, where r diſcover "theſe Abuſes, Pub. 

Teſt. p. 50; OY Den. F. 36, $7: Contin, p. 447 46, 

10, 71, J. 7, 88, 91, 94, 104, 108, 109, 1 

and feveral Yiotences committed ob Ae of f 
"ment, P. 127, 128, 129: ©, 

'""T' bid Wikewite.in ly bn been 450 

. fecomimetded It" N to theſe Gentlemen; for 

the al Atnbiguity in the Debate, to ſtate the 

e an fest 8 to define what they meat by 

255 AP ede Fig ee ongregation, the Pariſh, the Church, 

| ck, Wo 1557 brit Right of Calling and 

Poifters to vacant Pariſhes, for theſe ome 

al 


2225 omiſcuoully 3" and wiſtt they conld c 
ꝛto an A ment, that we might know what re 
i their Sentiment in this Matter. After I had can 
"vail their Performances, 1 fdund they had truly no 
ſettled or fixed 9 at all; and yet they one | 


( 137 
render themſelves Popular by giving it out they wers 
Advocates for the People's Right, and were reſolv- 
ed to be Martyrs for them. Theſe Gentlemen and 
others who make Oppoſition to the late Act of Aſs 
ſembly, concerning the Election and Call of Mini- 
ſters, are ſo divided in their Sentiments, that none 
of their Writers have been able to bring them to aw 
Agreement about it; tho' I had adviſed them to 
join their Counſels together, that they might fix on a 
ſettled Rule in the place of the ſaid Act of Aſſem- 
bly, that ſhall be obſerved in all Time coming 3 
now L have been expecting ever ſincè, that ſome hap- 
Expedient would have been propoſed by them, 
ut I find no ſuch Thing as yet ſuggeſted. The ſix- 
teen hundred repreſenting People maintain, That it 
is a Right belonging to all Chriſtians, without mak- 
ing a Diſtinction of the general Term Chriſtians. 
Phe ſixty Minifters in their Repreſentation, ate for 
ſuſtaining both Elders and People ; and yet it is {till 
a popular Call, the Call of the people. The pro- 
te ſting Gentle men divide it between the pariſh and 
the presbytery, and yet it is till the Call of the: 
people ;/ others will allow, nothing to the ptesbytety 
at the Election, but to moderate or prefide therein ; 
ſome will have the Right to be in all Heads of Fa- 
milies, who ate not immoral in their Lites; ſoms 
are in ſuſpenſæ not knowing Whether the major or 
the better part of a Pariſn ſhbuld abe the Callers, 'and ” 
yet they are poſitive for the Call of the Peoples o- 
thers again are for giving / it only to the Communi- 
cants'; ſome are for giving it to them and others too, 
who are fit fo? communicating, tho they have never 
been partaketi of that ſeh ling Ordinance; and laſt of 
all the proteſting Gentlemen in their Mutual Nega- 
tide ate for placing the Right in the commanicat- 
ing Heads of Families, that ate Males. In my 
former Performances, I have ubundwntly« conſidered 
this great Variety of n N N conde ſcend- 
Doerr „ * 2 1994508 g J 


| „ 1 . 
* 


1 44 : 


4 * 
* 


w 


ag e 
ed on the Abſurdities following upon each of theſe, 
without having any Reply made. bo 
The laſt I have mentioned is ſomething new, hut 
as untenable as the reſt, which I hope to make evi- 
dent to theſe proteſting Gentlemen, before 1 put an 
Eud to this Treatiſe. I had put them to it to de- 
fine the Term Feople, which they uſe to ſignify thoſe 
who have the Right of Calling, and told them [ 
would keep them to it. At length they thought, they 
had found a Salvo, by ftumbling upon a Deſcription 
of the Congregation, in the Weſtminſter Directory, 
where it is ſaid, That the Congregation is a certain 
Company of Chriſtians, who meet in one Aſſembly 
ordinarily for Worſhip. No they ſaid the people 
are the Congregation, and the Congregation are that 
certain Company. This I ſhewed to be equally 
obſcure with the former, and nettled them with 
ſome Things they have tound to be ſo perplexing, that 
they ſaw it neceflary to abandon it; the Difficulties 
fill recurred upon them; for fince all that were able 
to go to worſhipping Aſſemblies were Members of 
that certain Company. Parents and Children, Ma- 
ſters and Servants, young and old, Laſs and Lad, 
Boys and Girls, the- Siſterhood and Brotherhood, 
muſt be admitted to elect and chooſe ; but a great 
Train of bad Effects, that this would inevitably - 
roduce;z being thrown up in my Pamphlets, theſe 
ntlemen at once, to rid themſelves of them all, 1 
have now confin'd the Congregation to a ſmall Num- 
ber, to the communicating Male Heads of Families; 
but by this Means, they declare how impertinently 
they brought forth the Aſſembly's Definition of 4 
Congregation. :Here: they beg leave to tell me, Aut. 
: Neg. P. 49. that they never uttered that HMertion, | 
(viz. 7 hat there is nothing more enideut, than who . | 
| rhe People are that have aRaght to call. Miniſters) . | 
a e that it as not fair to print it in | 
Traftck, as if- iy. had ſaid #. Now to ſhew I; | 
dealt Enccrely and juſtly with them, I need do no 


"- 


XD 
more than ſet down their own Words, to wir, and 
becauſe ſome love to doubt about Terms, altho they 
are never ſo evident, wwe therefore affirm that by 
the People of a Pariſh, we mean the Congregation. 
Thus then they affirm what I had repreſentd them 
to have affirmed, in ſtronger Terms than I expreſſed 
their Affirmation. Mut. Neg. p. 48. They have ano- 
ther Affirmation, vis. We find in our Standards the 
* Congregation promiſcuouſly called by the Term of 
People, Flock, or Congregation, all which are in their 
Nature ſynonimous:” Theſe are their own Words: 
Now here again I charge them for affirming, that 
in our 'Standards the Congregation is called by the 
Term Congregation. It is indeed a ridiculous Afflr- 
mation, -but it is what you affix to our Standards 
but then our Standards uſe no ſuch Language. In'p. 
49 they tell us, © That they uttered the foreſaid 
Definition of a Congregation, to this ſingle Intent, 
* for excluding non reſiding Heritors ;“ but why not 
alſo to exclude non reſiding Elders? why not like- 
wiſe to exclude the Presbytery ? They do not refide 
in the Pariſh, and yet — give them the one half of 
the Election. Again, I thought that you had main- 
tain'd, That Heritors 94 Heritors had not 4 Right 
to electiʒ and was not this a ſufficient Excluſion of 
them? But further, the Term Reſidence needs to 
be explained, tho' I believe they think there is no- 
thing more evident or plain, I want to know whether 
this Refidence muſt be conſtant, or how long 4 Re- 
fidence is required to make one a Member of a Pa- 
riſh, in order to his having a Right to elect. I told 
long ago in the Inguzry, that Gentlemen and Noble- 
men of great Eſtates have Dwellings and "Places of 
Reſidence in different Pariſhes: In the Winter Sea- 
ſon they refide in Cities: In Summer they go to the 
Country, and in that Seaſon ſometimes live in one 
Pariſh, ſometimes in another; was it not then'neceſ- 
ſary for theſe Gentlemen clearly to ſtate and decide 
this. As for the 9 theſe Gentlemen are 
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very clear and peremptory, that they ſhould be.ex- 
5 from the Election; and yet they hold, that 
| is Right is a Legacy and a Privilege purchaſed by 

iſt2 They ſay the Flock is to chuſe their on 
aſtor and Shepherd 3 but Women, it ſeems, muft 
none of the Flock, nane of the Miniſter 's Charge. 
Hi: Neg. F. ys they tell us, Taten their Couuem- 
„ Homen beaug ld expreſly diſcharged to ſpeak, 
425 hem, by that' Scripture brohibitdon, to be ev. 
ed, 1 Cr. Xift-. 34, 35- 1 T. ij. EA 12 Lam 
"that at length l dern gor them to engage with 
ze in an Argument E ram! Scripture- Th 
ny Women are expreſly diſcharged Ns .) to ſpeak 
in their. Conventions; Let me ask tham what they 
mean! by Conventions Does the Apaſtle ſpeak of 
2 Cay; wy of the Congregation, for Election of 4 
Or e wp ſpeaking of cheit Convention 
pious W ſhip ?:l ſuppoſe it is ch is laſt the A- 
dale Dat of 51 they ſay, that Women are 
e ee CB.) o ſpeak. in them. Wbat! 
+ ablolutely diſcharged from ſpeaking at all 
in = G ye 2 _ they then pever be catechized 
2 05 they, ſheuld, how can they biss 
CI A big Queſtions, without ſpeak ing. Fray, 
ere. are the Women ſo learned that t ey need 
8 Or are they ſo ignorant that they 
. wy e 55 — 1570 — ro 


2 — to keep Silence and fa no- 
ling lat * 1 of 12 
Mage. is celebrated in the Church, and you know for 
a, coniſd Mae Time after the Reformation, Perſons 
122 1 on the Sabbath. Day; is — the,Bride's 
een. t9; be ask de la ſhe not. to givo it? And. is 
WER yaw. age, promiſe, in the Preſence of tha 
8558 and WY all the Witneſſes aſſombled 

| * abs. was hkl. and ins: 


dient 


- 


* 


re 


o ww I . 
-- «a 


E TO CORO . 209 ] IR fe WW -P 1 PRI FI IS. EE WE Tow 77 oe Wew wi 


„„ 
dient Wife to Death? Is chis nat to be done in the 


. Church ? If thele Gentlemen will be ſo good as to | 


allow this, that a Bride may give her Conſent. to 
the Baidegroom, and promiſe him Love, Fidelity, 
and Subiection 3 and that ſhe may ſpeak this aut; 
why will they not alſo allow Women to gi ve their 
Conſent to ang ta he their Miniſter, and promiſe dub 
jection te his Miniſtry? Do nat Writers: on the 
Gentlemene Side of the Queſtion, ſay, that the Re- 
lation between a Miniſter and the People is a Mar- 
riage Relatien? But as to your Scripture Tens, I 
ſuppoſe that the Apoſtle's Meaning is, that Women 
in, ordinary Caſes are not to aſſume the Offices of 
teaching and preaching in the religious Aſſemblies 
of Chriſtians; they ate not to preach the Word, to 
miniſter. the Sacramente, and ta, exeouee ' ceclefig- 


Aiical Diſeipline; but in extraoeginary Caſes; When | 


teach and prophecy, AA xii go's Car. xi. 3 A 
nother Reaſon given: by the preteſſing Gentlemen 


why Women are not to be admitted to the Election 


of a Miniſter, we have im Mut. Neg. P. 30. Becauſe 
Women: are in many Congregatiam more numerous 


than the Mens. and ſo the Hlectiam im many Caſts 


would be oder ruled hy them, aud therelly they: world 


tilſun ß an Authonityi oven the Mei in rus fr ounvar 


zng them Teachensagainſh their Mall. But D muſt 
profeſs Jam ſoi dull, as not tua porceid that by this 
there. is an Uſurpat ion of Authomtyd Far w hen a 
cording to theſe, Gentle mon, the Males are the Ca 
lers and; the Majority carries it againſt tha: lhaſſer 


Number, I cannot perc ai ve that this inveſts: them 


with any Authotity tat all. And: further, theſa uhu 
underſtand political: Arithmot ich prtuend that : the 
can demonſtraãte; that: thei Bitthe of: Males ex teen 


that of Females; nan 'the': great: Naitabers / of tho 


Male Sex are carried: off hy War, Navigation; N 


If thiszis batt; the Argumant fal lato the Sroundiʒz but 


_ Fapprelicnd:itheſts Gentlemen; chen they were a: ritt 
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ing their Mutual Negative, had been reading a li ttle 
'Story-Book, entituled, The Parliament of Women» 
or ſome Book deſcribing the Government of the 4 


«maSons, and this has given them frightful Ideas of 
a Female Adminiftration. Thus, we ſee, as theſe Gen- 


tlemen have reſtricted the Power of Calling to the 


Males, which I know ſome of the other Sex are great: 


ly diſpleaſed with; for they argue that it is a Legacy 
of Chriſt's Teftament, and à Privilege purchaſed b 

Chriſt to Chriftians ; they have a Right to it as we 

ns Men have; for in Chriſt Jeſus there is neither 
Male nor Female; i. e. Men and Women have a 
like Intereft in him, and Benefit by him. Theſe 
Gentlemen, Mut. Neg. p. 51. proceed to aſſign a- 


gother Reftrition of the Right of Calling by Law 


at the Reformation; for by Act 6. Parl. 1. Kin 
James the VI. An. 1567. Ie ir declared, that a 


and ſundry who gainſay the Word of the Evangel, as 


contained in the Confeſſion of Faith, proſeſſed in the 
Parliament, Anno 1560, or that refuſe the Parti · 
ei pation of the boly Sacraments, as they were now 
aaminiſtrate, are no Members of the Kirk within 
#hes Realm, and true Religion preſently profeſſed, 
Jo long as they keep themſelves ſo divided from the 
Society of * Body.” From this Act they a- 
„ that the 
the Communicants within each Pariſh, ſeeing all o- 
thers are by Law declared to be no Members of this 
Church: But as this Law ſpea ks nothing at all of the 


Calling of Minifters, leſs or more, what Aſſurance 


muſt it be in theſe Gentlemen to aſſert, that this 
At lays a Reſtriction upon the Right. I dare ſay, 
that it never entered into the Thoughts of that Par- 
liament, to make any Regulation about calling of 


following Words, the Preſentation of Laick PA 


_ mages always reſerved. to tbe juſt and antient*Pa+ 
ont. The Gentlemen tell us, that the foreſaid 


rivilege of Calling is reſtricted to 


Miniſters by the People; for the very next Aﬀrof 
the ſaid Parliament eſtabliſhes Patronages ih the 
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to receive and admit whatſomever qualified 


they muſt admit him: Thus we ſee w 


| 1 
erh Ad was ratified by ſeveral ſubſequent Parlia- 
mente; and they mention the Act of Parliament, Ms. 
1592, but that Act binds and aſtrifts Presbyteries 
Miniſter 
reſented by his Majeſty or Laick Patrons: And. 
urely this Parliament did not regard the pretended 


Right, for if the Presbytery finds the Perſon quali- 


fied that was preſented, there is no * for it, but 
at Sort of 
Lawiers theſe Gentlemen are. I muſt now put them 
in Mind, that they had in their Deſection cited ſeveral 
of the reſcinded Acts of Parliament from the 1640, 
—49, and pretended to reaſon from them; but in the 
Continuation I repell'd all they had advanced; and 
as to this Part of the Controverſy, they are Deſert- 
ers of it; for their Mutual Negative never noticeth 
that any Reply had been made, they will be pleaſed 
to read the Remarks I made in the Continuation 
on theſe Laws, and the additional Ones I have gi- 
ven in the firſt Part of this Treatiſe. But further, 
when theſe Gentlemen call the Right of Calling a 
congregational Privilege, I ask them, whether it 18 4 
Privilege given the Congregation by Jeſus Chriſt, or 
by an Act of Parliament? If the former, will they 
maintain. that any Parliament upon Earth can put a 
Reſtriction upon a Privilege * to a Congregation . 
of Chriſtians by the Lord Te us Chriſt? If one Par- 
liament may lay on one Reſtriction, why may not ® 
another Parliament lay on another? Why might not 
the Parliament 1690 reftri& it to thefe People of a 
Pariſh that are Heritors and Elders? And if ſo, the 
whole Controverſy is yielded up. If the latter, vis. 
thag,it is a Privilege given the Congregation by an 
Ac of Parliament, may not a ſubſequent Parliament, 
if chey Jhall ſee Cauſe, repeal that Act and take it 
away; from them again? eſe Gentlemen, I hope, 
will not preſume to ſet Bounds and Limits to the 
Power of. Parliaments; may not I then equally rea- 
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Jeſtice of the AR of Aſſembly, — 1732, as theſe 
Senelemen do for the Support of their Opinion from 
the Act of Parfiament 1567. 

Bat thoſe Gentlemen think, that the alledged 
parliamentary Reſtriction is not ſeflicient, they make 
another of their on, for they will nor allow all che 
Communicants of a Pariſh, has Children thor foris- 
2 ber fab poteſtate parenrum, and Ser ant 

hired for à Term, for t hey would almoſt het 
= fo over re the Election. Mut. Neg. p. 52. 
'Phis they think would be hard on Heads. amd 
lies ey being more nnurrout than the Heads of 
Fumiſier, wontd almoſt every where oder rule the 
Hection, wherefore our Prank tee ente the Reviterion 
Bar generatly'reftricted the Eleetion'to Heads of Fa- 
milies withinjbe Pariſh, ach muſt ſtill ze Communi- - 
cants. "Fhis was / Reaſoning in-the 1 and and 
Lam glad ir has: had ſuch Power, as to oblige yd to 
make hisConcefion concerning Servants;atid Eber ew 
Jab” poteftare' parenrum. But let me examine this 
new Scheme you propoſe. I conjecture, thet yu 
have gone imo this Opimon, berauſe of what 1 ad. 
vanced, Pu. Tek. p 21: where l ſhew'd, That tho 
the Aﬀembly; Hitno' 1582, had approven of the Or- 
der of Election of Eldets and Deacons in the Church 
of Edinburgb, determining, that che Communicante 
- Ffienld*be the Blectörs of them, yet a poſterier AP 
Jembly; vid. Aung 1642; obſerving, that this Order 
dic meet with mny Diffleulties in the Executien, 
fcund it gegeſſfty tb tuke that out of theit Hunde, 
and place it in the Seſſion? Now, ſince you von 
ſelves ſee the rucotveniencies of giving dns — 
- Power” of Election to all the Communfcants 
might not the Afſembly 1731 take! itſdut o 
Hinds; and give it to Herſtots and Blders? © 150 . b 
Aſſombly cbuld reſtrict the Electto of Elders ant 
Deacons to the* Scffbn, why might not another AE. 
ſembly retſtict! rhe Election of: Miniſters to te: Sef. 
Ut and che. Hetftore” of tue — 'Vinte * 
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not pretend, that al wks God reſtricts the B. 

lection of Minifters to 'the Heads of Families. . A- 
gain, your reſtricting this Way makes Marriage, and 
an Ability ro employ Servants, the one founded in 
Nature, and the other founded, io Compact, confer 
the ws, v1 of calling Miniſters, ;, and ſo, you take it 
off that Bottom of its being the. Purchaſe of Chriſt, 
and a Legacy bequeathed by him. I ſaid juſt now, 
that you do tot pretend to have any Warrant fromthe 
Scripture for this Scheme, but only Fractice generally_ 
flnce the Revolution: Thus your Foundation is no more 
than Cuſtom, and à Cuſtom rg longer than the Space 
of 45 Years; a'Cuſtom alſo not every where in this 
Church, but a Cuſtom. generally reftrifting it: But 
which is moſt of all, it is a Cuſtom that has nowhere 
been obſerved, and conſequently no Cuſtom, no Prac- 
tice at all. I therefore put you to it, to aſſign the 
Pariſhes, or the Presbytè ry, Where this was dſed; 
by, then, Where was it, that at an Election the Roll 
of the commutiicating, Heads of Bamilies was taken, 
and the Election made either bY the Mayjuriry or 
better Part of them? Your Vouchers are peremptori- 
Jy demanded ; and if you do it not, the Worl will 
judge of this Aſſertion of yours to be like your other 
Managements in this Controver rx. 

Let us attend to the Gentlemen, Mut. Neg. P. 33. 
where they ſay, Noty it is flain {row the two firſt 
Obſerves abo de mentioned, that the. Male Communi- 
cants of a Pariſh, were from the Date of the fore- 


Ji A 1567. the Congregation having Intereſt in 


the Call of their Miniſters. The, World will judge 


wy 
ne 
NG 


* 


from what I have already advanced, if#any ſueh 
Thing is plain or evident; But further, the Law 

from which you teaſon, as it makes no Diftintion be- 
tween communicating Children and Parents, commu 
nicating Maſters and Servants, ſs it makes none be- 
tween communicating Males and Females. Now? 
uli lex non diſtinguit, uon eſt diſtinguendum; and 


emen 


1 4 
ani 


/ ; Is 


| Taterpreters, and by what Authority ate Fe ſo affum- - 
ing? And in Chrift Jeſus neither Male nor Fe- 
pale availeth any Thing. They fay, That Rely 
uae e be allowed to vote, and conſe- 
quently" if one is 4 Widow and a Head of a Family, 
| kaving Children and Servants, all of them are exclu- 
ded by your {age Deciſion, from the Electien, and 
muſt have Minifters intruded upon them againſt their 
Will. By this. Scheme alſo, three to one of the 
Communicants of. Scor{ang ſhall be cut off; and this 
you do, tho" the 1600 People, in their Repreſentati- 
n to the Aﬀſembly, Anno 1732. P. 3: bad aſſerte 
at all Chriftians bad a divine Raght to chuſe. 
and call their own Paſtors, and other Church Of- 
cer. But further, in this Scheme you are inconfi 
ent with your ſelves; for in 8 15, you 
complain of this Aſſembly's Overture, Anno 1731. 
Which reſtricts the Election to Heritors and Elders, 
becauſe it 3s exclu five of their Chriſtian Brethren. 
And now do not you, by your Scheme or Overture, 
( eall it what you pleaſe ) exclude a great many Chri- 
ſtian Brethren and Siſters ? Nay, by it you turn it 
all now into an extended Patronagez a Patronage 
ſomething more extended than that of Heritors and 
Elders. Again; you contradict your Proteſt, for in 
Deſection, p. 16. where you ſay, That by the Books 
- of Diſcipline, the National Covenant, and Act: of 
Parliament, this Right is effeflually affirmed 
( which, by the by, is a Bundle of Untruths ) to the 
 ſeneral' Members of every Congregation. Now, Ia 
this and yopr projected Scheme together, and you'll 
ſec that the one overturas the other. I muſt not omit 
a a confiderable Argument uſed by theſe Gentlemen, 
for excluding female Communicants from the Elec- 
tion of their Paſtors. It is taken from what Mr. 
Knox our great Reformer, has writ in his Blaſt of the 
 Trumper againſt the Regiment f Women, Mut. 
Neg. P. 51. as he „ bis Arguments, He proper, 
from ihe above and other Serifptures, from the m_ 
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. aud Practice of Nations, the udements of the Fa 


thers, and many other Topicks,. that Women are, 


and muſt be excluded from any the leaſt publick Aa- 


miniſtration, whether in Matters Civil or Spiritu- 
4%, and conſequently from chooſing Miniſters of rbe 
Hoek eſpecaally overruliug ſuch Election by their 


Numbers, and thereby obtruding Teachers upon 


their own Husbands, who are Teachers to them 
the foreſaid divine Appointment. I ſhall not conſider 
the Civility and Complaiſance of this Paſſage to the 
fair Sex, but examine if there is any Reaſoning in it. 
They ſay, That Mr. Knox proves, that Women muſt 
be excluded from the (N.) faſt publick Admi- 
niſtration. But they puſh Mr. Knox his Arguments 


farther than he ever defign'd they ſhould ; his Defign 


is only to fun the Regal Adminiſtration of Wo- 
men. And ſo in France, by the Saligue Law, Wo- 
men are excluded from tae Sovereign Power. But 
Mr. Knox and others, who are for the SFaligue Law, 


-never intended that Women ſhould beexcluded from 


all publick Adminiſtration. Again, it ſeems to be 


very evident, that Mr. Kuoæ did not write againſt all 


Regal Adminiftration whatſomever of Women. Mr. 
Caldermood's Hiſt. Pp. J. tells us, That the Blaſt of 
the Trumpet did not touch Queen Blizabeth in par- 
ticular, but had been written only upon Occafion of 
Queen Mary's Cruelty. But this will more clearly 
appear from a Speech of Mr. Knox, when Duke 
Hamilton and the Lords con veened in Council, with 
a Number of Barons and Burgeles, (whom they 


fion of the Queen Regent's Authority, it was thought 
meet 1 the Opiuion of ſome Miniſters ; and 
eulen Mr. Knox was called to give his, he made the 


following Speech. That the Iniguity of the Queen 
| Regent ought not 10 e N. B.) heir 
Hearts from the Obedience due to their Sovereign, 


vor did he wiſh any ſuch Sentence 1: be Pronounced 
440 Her; bus * when [be ſbould change ber 


Courſe, 


had called to aſſiſt) did agree to an Act of Suſpen 


1 a K 1 
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4 448 1 Nannen 
herſelf to a good Couuſel, there 


= true that Pricen, Regent, notwithſtanding of her 


aa 
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E 1 2 the p7w9y Iuſtruct ions of her wicked Brethren, 


* 
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10 gon? uer 


by the Being of 
74 they had ejected 


Bloody 


Reign 


4 her Death ſhe Proſched, ſhe vent ſo far, as to 
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- Reign of Queen Mary of England, and the Endea- 
 wburs of Mary of Lorrain uten Regent of Scotland, 
to break thro” our legal Conſtitution, aud introduce 
 Tyrannical Goderument, and the Domination "of 
the French, were the chief "Motives which induced 
| Afr. Knox to Publiſh"that Piece — And that Queen 
Mary England dying ſoon after the firſt Blatt was | 
Publiſhed, viz, November 4. 1553. and be having 
great Eſteem of Queen Elizabeth? Perſon, and en- 
ftertaining great Hopes of ſignal Advantages to the 
Proteſtant Cauſe from her ' Government, whom he 
looked ufon as an Inſtrument raiſed up by the good 
Providence of God, for the Good of ys People, he 
went no further, did not write a ſubſequent Piece 
an Confirmation of the Firſt. © 4 
| Nay I obſerve, That tho' Mr. Knox lived ſome 
'Years after the firſt was publiſhed, 'yet he did nor 
ſend forth a ſecond Blaſt of the Trumpet, as he pro- 
miſed, even tho Biſhop Hylmer printed a Reply to 
the firſt Blaſt. In fine theſe Gentlemen would de 
well to conſider, how this Opinion doth both im- 
= wth and impugn the Proclamation of the Eſtates 
the Kingdom of Scotland, Abril 1x. 168y,' after 
the late happy Revolution, whereby Milliam and 
Mary, King and Sucen England, France and 
Ireland, were declared to be King and Quern 
— — to hold the Crown and Royal Dignity of 
the ſaid Kingdom 'of Scotland to. them, the ſaid 
King and Queen during their Lines N. B.) a 
the Jongeſt Li ver of them. But as their Opinion 0 
inconſiſtent with the faid Proclamation, ſo it reflects 
on the Settlement of the Crown of England upon 
the Prince and Princeſs of Orange, by à Vote of the 
Convention in England; for tho that King James, 
her Father was found by the ſaid Convention to have 
abdicated the Government, and conſequently that 
the Throne was vacant; yet the faid Convention, 
notwithſtand ing of the Mal. adminiſtration of ner un- 
happy Father, and becauſe of the _— N 


gꝛuiſhed. Aﬀter.all this, 
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has. fon Ho. Jas, Fa * 1. 45 
ow! e be engoye em 1 rh 5 
and the Life of thy, Survi ver of, the K K 
i nion condemns the public AAlaldestien 0 
lary, the Glory of her Sex, when. King 22 
5 over yearly ,to the Campaign in Flgngers ; a 


is Copdemoation does reach do the Succefſigo, 
acen- Anz, for the Act of Settlement 1 Crown 
Bugland at the Revolution, provided, That after 
the Deceaſe of King William and een Mary, the 
Princeſs Anne of Denmark ſhould. ſucceed, and ac: 
cordingly ſhe did ſucceed to.the Crown; and in ike 
manner the Act of Parliament in Scotland, Hoon 
- 21702, did affert, recognize, aud acknowledge 
Anne's Royal Power and Authority oner the: 1 
Son of Scotland, and her undoubted Right and: Fr b 
mA Imperial Crown thereof ; and the Beben, Hap- | 
thoſe in England enjoy. under the G e 
a our: preſent meren King, 1 is 1 to 4 
Limitation of their C Own. m -- Wap d of 
King William's Reign, x Die The 5 255 58 Wil 
| liam and ile Princeſs A both dy- 
ing wit bont Niue, the ont As 9 ape Fin 
Succeſhon in the 'Proteſtaut Lene to the | 
Sophia Eleftreſs aud Dutcheſs. Dowager of {hd 
ver, and to'tbe Hers of ber Body being 121 | 


this is juſtly te King William's Laſt. will an 
Teſtament. The ſame Limitation was confirmed 
approven by the Parliament of Scorland, by ther As 
Aung 1707, ratifying the Treaty of Union, 0 
all Papiſts and Perſons marrying Papaſts all 
pho — ow e 4 6 to 00 
or enjoy tie ii feris own of Great ain, 
1d tbe Domantions thereto belonging. Thus tho 
. valuable ſacred and civil, were 
_ tually ſecured to us; and the Hepes of all Pretenders, 
and of their open and ſec Prong 2 3 
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of any General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotlan 
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a further Confutation by burning it at all the Mar- 
ket-crofles of the Nation, with the Hand of the 
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in Page 51. Now, i in thes Performance (i. e. Mr. 


Knox his firſt Blaſt of the Trumpet) 3 comſider 
the Force of bit Arguments, his ſtrong Mertions. 
nd awful! Denounciations . againſt . 51 any 
ch Power to that Ser, together with the great 
everence and Eſtimatios our reformed Church 6. 
ver had of that great Man, it is. Pretty evident, 
that from our Re ion, there. could be neither 
Doubt nor en about ſuch Excluſion of Women; 


nor does our Hz 


ſtory from that Time. bear any of 
the leaſt Inſinuation of any Doubt or Daiſpme there- - 
auent, which founds us in ihe Preſumprion, th 
there was never any. ſuch Thing then thought of. 
This i fills me with Wonder and Amazement; 
could Jacobites utter any Thing ſtronger to run down 


the late happy Revolution, and all the Bleflings, we 


enjoy « tas; roteſtant Succeſſiun? Can theſe, Gen- 
Church · officer or conſtituent Membess + 


who are Advocates for a Popiſh Pretender? For 1 


all Women muſt be excluded from any the , leaſt 


Adminiftration in civil Affairs; muſk not Queen ' 
Mary, Queen Anne, Princeſs Sophia, and conſequent» 
ly our preſent gracious Sovereign King George have 
been excluded? And conſequently all the 3 2 
and Views of unſpeakable Advantages to theſe Na 
tions for the Ages to come by the Proteſtant Sue 2 
fioa in his Majeſty's Family be for ever e xxinguith- 
ed. It being fo, theſe Gentlemen have. wiſely. con- 


- cealed their Names, for I cannot think there is any 


hing leſs in their Pamphlet, than the atrocious 
ime of High Treaſon; and that however they - 
themſclves; yet the Mutaal Negative deſerves 


Hangman. But I hope that theſe Gentlemen will 
now ſee their Error, and the many Abſurdities they 


. hare been led to clpouſe by, their violent Appear 


ances for popular Elections. 
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That T may bow put an Bnd to this Treatiſe, I ! 
muſt again ac uaint the ſe Gemlemen, that they had. 
acted a wiſe ad if they bad left this Debate to 
have been managed by Miniſters; and had uſed 


, their beſt Endeavours to promote the Peace and Tran- 
9 of the Church and Church judicatories, and 


not to have brought Oy! to increaſe the Flame. E- 
very Body will think, that you are act ing a very in- 
conſi ſtent Part, confidering that you yourſelves are 
Church-officers, as you are Ruling Elders; and all 
that you have advanced againſt the Election of Mi- 
niſters by Heritors and Elders, equally militates a- 
gant your Election to the Office of Ruling Elder; 


dare you N you were choſen by the People of 


your reſpective Pariſhes? Will you have the Aſſu- 
rances'to aſſert, that you were elected by the Male - 


communicants, and only ſuch of them as are Heads 


of Families? Do you not know that the Aſſembly, 


Ano 1642, took the Ele ion of 'Efders from the 


Communicants, and gave it to the Kirk: ſeſſion? 
And do you not know, that the Kirk - ſeſſion have 

the Electors, without Interruption ever ſince? 
ean you ſay, that ye were fo much as choſen 
in the Preſence of the Congregation, or when choſen, 


that you were propoſed to the People to be ei- 


ther approven or diſapproven, any other Way than 
by an edictal Citation? Why then do you not ex- 
claim againſt your own Call to the Office? Or why 
rather do you not lay it down? For yon have no 
Cull of the Church to be Church - officers, but that 


of the Elders of the Kirk-ſeffion'? What a diſhoneſt 


Part then is it that you'are acting, by an unlawful 
Enjoyment of the Office? By what Right do you - 
ſit in our Aﬀcmbliesand other Church:judicatories, 


aud there conſült, vote and determine in all Cauſes 
8 | 
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brought before them? Is there not as great a Nul- 
lity in your Election and Ordination, as in that of 
Miniſters by the AR of Aſſembly, Anno 17322 Do 

e retain theſe Offices, and court your reſpeQive 
* that ye may be annually choſen Com- 
miſſioners to our Aſſemblies, to give them Diſturb- 
ance by your Proteſtations to Settlements made on 
the footing of the Act 1732? The honeſt and fair 
Part you ſhould act, is firſt to lay down your Offices, 


and then write and reaſon, as you have a mind againſt 


the ſaid AR. 

There is a Treatiſe conſiſting of 376 Pages pub- 
liſhed againſt me fince the laſt Aſſembly, entituled, 
A full Vindication of the People's Raght to elect 
their own Paſtors ; but as I know little of Argu- 
ment or Reaſon is expected from that Art: 80 I 
find, after a peruſal of the Book, that it is ſuch a 
Performance, that it needs no Reply; and the reve- 
rend Author may ſleep now in a ſound Skin, and tri- 
umph in his doughty and voluminous Performance, 
which I might eafily ſhew is ſo far from being a full 
Vindication, that it is no Vindication at all, but s 
full Bundle of trifling Stuff, and that as yet he has 
done no more, than if he had been picking his 
Teeth and pairing his Nails. But I have no Time, 


nar will have Time to be ſo meanly employed. 
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